 Lesson One

The Bible says that “without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6).  The first step in seeking to discover the life of faith is to ask the question.

What is Faith?

Scripture Background

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  (Romans 10:17)

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2)

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2: 20)

By faith he (Moses) forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. (Hebrews 11:27)   

As the living Father hath sent me and I live by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.  (John 6:57)

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth in me hath everlasting life. (John 6:57) 

I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the Land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. (Jude 5)

Lesson Aim

To set forth some of the basic truths about faith and stimulate a desire for faith to become real and operative in the life.

FAITH IS

There is no brief or comprehensive definition of faith.  The following statements, however, give us a glimpse of the kind of faith that is pleasing to God:

 1.
Faith is calling those things, which are not as though they are.

 2.
"Whatsoever is not of faith is sin."  Any walk that is less than the walk of faith is a sinful walk.

 3.
Faith is a reason at rest with God.

 4.
Faith grows exceedingly fast--not by a glimpse, not by a look, but by a gaze upon Him.

 5.
Faith is dependency upon God, and this God-dependency begins only when self-dependency ends.

 6.
Faith does not always take you out of the storm; faith calms you in the storm.

 7.
There can be no spiritual reality apart from an active faith in Christ.  Therefore, no salvation, no holiness, no peace, no calmness, no power, no witness. no victory.  So at all cost learn to trust Christ and the Word of God.

 8.
Faith is the confidence and active trust that brings a child of God into the "sixth sense" which enables him to apprehend the invisible and spiritual things of God.  He can hear God speak and see God in a way that he knows it is God without the assistance of his physical faculties.

 9.
Faith bids eternal truth to become present fact (reality).

10.
Continually grow while in fellowship with God until the only certainty you have is the certainty that God is faithful whether you are or not.

11.
There is not a normal healthy human being apart from spiritual faith.

12.
"Faith claims the whole man.  And all God's grace can make him.” (Forsyth)

13.
Faith is not just a faculty:  faith is the whole man rightly related to God by means of the Holy Spirit.

14.
Faith enables the believer to treat the future as present and the invisible as visible.

15.
Faith is as much at home in the realm of the impossible as it is in the realm of the possible.

THE SOURCE AND OBJECT OF FAITH

The source and object of the faith life is Jesus Christ.  The Scriptures point to Jesus as the source of all our faith.  Romans 10:17 states: “So then [ the ] faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God."  Christ is the Living Word.  Hebrews 12:2 says:  "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith: who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." Mark 11:22 says, "Have faith in God." In Galatians 2:20, Paul affirms,  "And the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith IN the Son of God."

Peter's walking on the water illustrates the same principle.  Peter said, "Lord, bid me come to you," and the Lord said, "Come."  As he stepped out onto the water with his eyes fixed on Jesus, the Lord was able to operate through faith.  The moment Peter took his eyes off Jesus, God ceased to operate, revealing that the "source" of his faith was found in the person of Jesus.  Similarly, Hebrews 11:27 tells us that  “By faith he (Moses) forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.”   Notice that he left Egypt, "Not fearing." The opposite of fear is faith.  Obviously he generated faith!  The source is indicated by the phrase, "seeing Him who is invisible."

The "object" of our faith is the same as the "source"-Jesus.  Jesus taught His disciples that they must walk in faith in Him just as He walked in faith in His Father.  In John 6: 57 He says, "As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.”  Notice Jesus lived "by the Father.   “Consequently, He was teaching His disciples to live "by Him."

When Jesus was faced with a situation, He trusted in, relied on" put his entire weight "upon the Father;" thus He made it possible for the Father to take care of the situation.   His objective was to teach His disciples that when facing life’s situation they were to trust in, rely on, and to put their entire weight on “Him.” He was teaching them how to trust and rely on Him as He trusted in and relied on the Father.

THE MEANING OF BELIEVING

John 6:47 reads, “Verily, verily I say unto you, He that believeth (and to believe means to trust in, or rely on, or completely commit oneself to) on me has (that is he now possesses) eternal life.”  The objective of faith is so beautifully brought out by the phrases “trust in” and “rely on” Jesus used human experiences to illustrate spiritual truths.   Often these illustrations help us to understand and apply spiritual truths to our lives.   The objective of faith can be illustrated by the experience of flying in an airplane You can believe the airplane will carry you somewhere, but the plane will never “get you there” until you rely on, trust in, and put your weight in it.

The sign language used by the deaf offers a beautiful picture of the same truth.   In singing the hymn “Only Trust Him,” they picture the idea of trust by making motions as though they are rocking a baby in their arms.   The objective of faith is that we will likewise place ourselves in complete reliance upon the person of Jesus Christ, trusting Him without reservation and placing our entire weight upon Him.   He longs for us to do this so we can know experientially the joys of resting upon Him as the Lord and Master of our lives.

The fifth verse of the one chapter of Jude says:  “I will therefore put you in remembrance, though once ye knew this, how that the Lord having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterwards destroyed them that believed not.   “Isn’t that amazing?  God had saved the people out of Egypt, but they would not believe Him to deliver them into Canaan.   There is only one way to get saved, and that is by grace through faith.   God saved the Israelites out of Egypt (which pictures salvation in the life of the individual) but afterwards destroyed the same group because of one sin – unbelief.   Likewise, you can be saved from hell, but if you do not go on with God in faith and obedience, you can be destroyed.  Your soul will not be destroyed, but your life can be shortened, shipwrecked, and ruined.   There is no neutral ground.   There is no turning back.

Let’s think about the faith that will get us into the land of Canaan.    Entering into Canaan represents yieldedness to the Holy Spirit that brings us into the fullness of Christ.   We refer to this as the abundant life, the victorious life, the yielded life, the life of rest, or the life of victory.

After we meet Jesus we want to be like Him.   We have a sincere desire for the Word.   In fact, a man without an appetite for God’s Word causes us to wonder if he is saved.   There should be only one explanation for our lives.   “God” is the only explanation for what we are and for what we are doing.   If we can explain our lives in any other way, we are a failure.   Most Christians will have to confess that much about their lives can be explained by something other than the working of God.   They have not learned how to enter into Canaan by faith.

FAITH IS SUBSTANCE

One of the most basic truths about faith was made real to me when at one point in my life God placed me in an impossible predicament.   It was then that I realized that there was something missing in my faith.   I asked God what was wrong with me.   He showed me that I had done everything He has asked me to do but trust Him.   I replied, “Lord, I have faith.  You know I trust You.”

At that point I learned something about God.   He says something and then shuts up.   He did not say another word.   I kept telling Him that I had faith.   I guess I thought He was hard of hearing.

I reminded the Lord of the time that I needed a tent and He immediately provided it.   Then I needed a tractor and trailer with which to move the tent.   I laid the need before the Lord, and He sent a man 60 miles to my house.   He had never been there before, but God had told him that I needed a tractor and trailer.   He gave me the keys to his tractor-trailer and a credit card to pay for the gas.   I also reminded the Lord of three or four other instances in my life when He had performed miracles.   I kept telling the Lord that I had faith.   But most of those miracles were three or four years apart.   They were just too old for God.

I told the Lord that what I really needed was substance.   I could not even get to my next meeting unless I had some substance.   I was willing to hitchhike.   The Lord said.   “Go ahead, but you cannot get there until the meeting is half over.”  It would have taken half a week to get there.   I was willing to ride the bus.   The Lord said, “Go ahead, but you cannot get there on time,” I was shut up to the fact that I had to fly or not go.   I was willing to walk, fly, or anything – whatever He wanted.   Something had to happen, I had to trust God or else.

At that time I was helping some men write a book.   We had been compiling a work on salvation, and in the course of this study I ran across some things about faith that I had never seen before.   In my time of crisis the Holy Spirit brought these things back to me.   I turned to Hebrews 11:1 – “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  Three words in that verse popped out at me:  “Faith is substance.”  But I still did not see the truth that God wanted to show me through that verse:  Faith IS substance.

I said, “Lord, you know I need substance.   In fact, Lord, if you don’t give me substance, I am sunk.   I am done for.  “  But God does not bow to our attempts to get His sympathy.

I said, “Lord, if you will give me that substance that I need, I promise you that I will never get into this mess again.”  But God does not bow to bargaining either.

I kept looking at those three little words; “Faith is substance.”  And I said, “Lord, if you will just give me that substance I will be all right.   You know I have faith.”  Then He showed me that “Faith IS substance,” and that I would have substance if I had faith.   Faith IS (present tense)- not “was” or “will be”.   It is right now.

I looked at that and said, “Lord, do you mean that when faith really is faith it is substance?”  I couldn’t feel it, smell it, taste it, or understand it.

I said, “Lord, do you mean that my problem is not really a lack of substance but a lack of faith?”  If faith IS substance, and if I did not have substance, it was obvious that I did not have faith.

I finally said, “Lord I don’t even know what faith is.”  When you get honest God will talk with you.   When I confessed my lack of faith, God began to show me how faith could become operative in my life.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION

 1.
After reading and studying the various statements about faith in the light of the Scriptures given, try to express in your own words a “definition” of faith that the Lord gives to you.  Several in the class may wish to share their “definitions” and discuss them in the light of the Scriptures.

 2.
In our society today we often hear people talk about “having faith.”  Is it possible to have real faith apart from a personal relationship to Jesus Christ?  Why?

 3.
What would you expect to see happening in the life for which the powerful working of God is the only explanation?  What areas of your life are explainable by something other than the work of God?  How would you like for this to be different?  Are there areas of your life that are unexplainable?  How did this come about?

 4.
Is there a need in your life?  Has the need been met – do you have the “substance”?  If not, why not?  How do you think this can be changed?

Next Lesson
In the next lesson we shall consider the three elements of true faith.  This “three dimensional” faith is the only kind of faith that IS substance. If your faith has been defective, you will be eager to move on and perhaps discover where the problem is.
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