DANIEL’S 70TH WEEK


(Daniel 9:24-27)





Introduction





1.	Daniel's prophecy in Chapter 9:24-27 outlines the chronology of Israel's future history, and is necessary to understand the time elements of the Tribulation period.





2.	The following nine points highlight the major emphases in the prophecy.





A.	The entire prophecy has to do with Daniel's "people" and Daniel's "city, "  that is, the Nation of Israel and the city of Jerusalem (24).





B.	Two different princes are mentioned, who should not be confused:  the first is named Messiah the Prince (25); and the second is described as the Prince that shall come (26).





C.	The entire time-period involved is exactly specified as Seventy Weeks (24); and these Seventy Weeks are further divided into three lesser periods:  first, a period of seven weeks; after that a period of three-score and two weeks; and finally, a period of one week (25,27).





D.	The beginning of the whole period of the Seventy Weeks is definitely fixed at "the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem" (25).





E.	The end of the seven weeks and threescore and two weeks (69 weeks) will be marked by the appearance of Messiah as the "Prince" of Israel (25).





F.	At a later time, "after the threescore and two weeks" which follows the first seven weeks (that is, after 69 weeks), Messiah the Prince will be "cut off," and Jerusalem will again be destroyed by the people of another "prince" who is yet to come (26).





G.	After these two important events, we come to the last, or Seventieth Week, the beginning of which will be marked by the establishment of a firm covenant or treaty between the Coming Prince and the Jewish nation for a period of "one week" (27).





H.	In the "midst" of the Seventieth Week, evidently breaking his treaty, the coming prince will suddenly cause the Jewish sacrifice to cease and precipitate upon this people a time of wrath and desolation lasting to the "full end" of the Week (27).





I.	With the full completion of the whole period of the Seventy Weeks, there will be ushered in a time of great and unparalleled blessings for the nation of Israel (24).








Let's have a detailed look at the verses.





Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks [the Hebrew word for weeks is shabuas which means sevens.  Therefore seventy sevens must be 490 years since the things here prophesied by Daniel that have already been fulfilled took longer than 490 minutes, hours, days, weeks or months.] are determined [decreed] upon thy [Daniel's] people [the nation of Israel] and upon thy [Daniel's] holy city [Jerusalem], [[SIX BLESSINGS UPON THE NATION OF ISRAEL]]  [[Christ's Work on the Cross]] [(1)] to finish the transgression [restrict the violation of God's law from having anything to do with salvation], and [(2)] to make an end of sins [to put an end to the penalty of sin], and [(3)] to make reconciliation [to cover or cancel] for iniquity [evil], [[Anticipating the establishment of His Reign]] and [(4)] to bring in everlasting righteousness [establish eternal prosperity - referring to Israel's millennial kingdom], and [(5)] to seal up [bring to an end] the vision and prophecy [all that has been seen and prophesied about the future], and [(6)] to anoint [consecrate or rededicate] the most Holy [the Holy of Holies in the temple in Jerusalem]. (KJV) 





Daniel 9:25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth [issuing] of the commandment [edict or directive] to restore and to build Jerusalem [not only the temple, but the entire city] [the commandment was issued by Artaxerxes as recorded in Nehemiah 2:1-8] unto [until] the Messiah the Prince [refers to the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on the Sunday of the week He was crucified] shall be seven weeks [shabuas, 7 x 7, 49 years], and threescore and two weeks [shabuas, 62 x 7, 434 years] [49 + 434 = 483 years]: the street shall be built again, and the wall [all of Jerusalem will be rebuilt], even in troublous [difficult] times. (KJV) 





Daniel 9:26 And after threescore and two weeks [after the 434 years, which followed the 49 years] shall Messiah be cut off [refers to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Messiah], but not for himself [His being cut off was not because of anything He did, but was for the payment of the sins of the world]: and the people of the prince that shall come [the prince that shall come refers to the Antichrist who will rise up out of the Revived Roman Empire] [the people of the prince refers to the Romans who were ruling over Jerusalem during the time Christ walked on this earth] shall destroy the city [Jerusalem] and the sanctuary [the Temple] [this destruction of Jerusalem and the temple occurred in 70 A.D. under the Roman ruler Titus]; and the end [the destruction] thereof [of Jerusalem and the Temple] shall be with a flood [shall be as though a flood had washed it away], and unto the end [from the time of this destruction to the end of the 70 weeks (shabuas), 490 years] of the war [refers to the world attitude toward the Jews] desolations are determined [refers to the ravages that will take place against the Jews during the last three and one half years of the Tribulation]. (KJV) 





Daniel 9:27 And he [the Antichrist of verse 26] shall confirm [shall cause to prevail] the covenant [an agreement] with many [the people of the nation of Israel during the Tribulation] for one week [1 shabua, seven years] [At the beginning of the Tribulation period Israel will be allowed to freely practice all of the Jewish religious rites]: and in the midst of the week [after three and one half years] he [the "prince that shall come," i.e., the Antichrist, the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] shall cause the sacrifice [required blood offerings] and the oblation [voluntary bloodless offerings] to cease [stop], and for the overspreading of [on the edge of, as a climax to] abominations [disgusting actions] he [the Antichrist] shall make it [the Temple of God where the Jews made their sacrifices and offerings] desolate [defiled], even until the consummation [this will continue for three and one half years, to the end of the seventieth week, at which time God will destroy the Antichrist], and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. (KJV) 





