IMMINENCE:  Concept of








Many signs are given to the nation Israel, which would precede the second advent, so that the nation might be living in expectancy when the time of His coming should draw near.  Although Israel could not know the day nor the hour when the Lord will come, yet they can know that their redemption is drawing near through the fulfillment of these signs.  To the church there are no such signs given.  The church was told to live in the light of the imminent coming of the Lord to translate them in His presence.





John 14:2-3


2	"In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 


3	"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, {there} you may be also. (NAS)





Acts 1:11


11	and they also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven." (NAS)





1 Corinthians 15:51-52


51	Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 


52	in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. (NAS)





Philippians 3:20


20	For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; (NAS)





Colossians 3:4


4	When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. (NAS)





1 Thessalonians 1:10


10	and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, {that is} Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come. (NAS)





1 Timothy 6:14


14	that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, (NAS)





James 5:8


8	You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. (NAS)





2 Peter 3:3-488


3	Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with {their} mocking, following after their own lusts, 


4	and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For {ever} since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." (NAS)





The following passages warn the believer to be watching for the Lord Himself, not for signs that would precede His coming.





1 Thessalonians 5:6


6	so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober. (NAS)





Titus 2:13


13	looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; (NAS)





Revelation 3:3


3	`Remember therefore what you have received and heard; and keep {it,} and repent. If therefore you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come upon you. (NAS)
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