THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB





Introduction





A.	The New Testament uses two figures of speech to reveal the relationship between Christ and the Church, namely, bridegroom and bride:





John 3:29


29	"He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. And so this joy of mine has been made full. (NAS)





Romans 7:4


4	Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another [ a reference to the marriage between the Bridegroom and the bride ], to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God. (NAS)





2 Corinthians 11:2


2	For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you [ the universal church ] to one husband, that to Christ I might present you {as} a pure virgin. (NAS)





Ephesians 5:25-33


25	Husbands, love your wives, just as [ implies husband-wife relationship between Christ and the church ] Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 


26	that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 


27	that He might present to Himself [ at the wedding ceremony ] the church in all her glory [ the church after the bema seat judgment in preparation for the wedding ceremony ], having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 


28	So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 


29	for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ [ the Bridegroom ] also {does} the church [ His bride ], 


30	because we are members of His body. 


31	For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. 


32	This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to [ marriage between ] Christ and the church. 


33	Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and {let} the wife {see to it} that she respect her husband. (NAS)





Revelation 19:7  "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." (NAS)





B.	At the rapture, Christ will appear in the air to receive His bride so that the marriage relationship might be consummated.





Body





 1.	The Time of the Marriage.





A.	It takes place between the rapture and the second coming.





B.	Prior to the rapture, the marriage is anticipated.





B.	By the time the second coming occurs, the marriage of the Lamb (the ceremony) has already take place (finished).





1)	Revelation 19:7  "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." (NAS)





2)	The phrase "has come" translates the aorist tense of  hlqen.





3)	The aorist tense indicates that the marriage ceremony is finished, and the only thing remaining is the marriage supper.





C.	Because the bride appears in the "righteousness of the saints," it is understood that the marriage must follow the bema seat judgment.





Revelation 19:8  And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright {and} clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. (NAS)





 2.	The Place of the Marriage:  the marriage takes place in heaven.





A.	It follows the bema seat judgment.





B.	The bema seat judgment takes place in heaven.





C.	The church comes from the air with the Lord when He returns to earth at the second advent.





D.	No other location would fit a heavenly people.





Philippians 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; (NAS)





 3.	The participants in the marriage:  the marriage involves only Christ and the church.





A.	Since the marriage takes place in heaven between the rapture and the second advent, Christ and the church can be the only participants because the resurrection of the Old Testament saints does not occur until the second advent.





Daniel 12:3  [ a reference to Jewish saints resurrected at the second advent ] And those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. (NAS)





Isaiah 26:19-21  [ a reference to Jewish saints resurrected at the second advent ]


19	Your dead will live; their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, for your dew is as the dew of the dawn, and the earth will give birth to the departed spirits. 


20	Come, my people, enter into your rooms, and close your doors behind you; hide for a little while, until indignation runs {its} course. 


21	For behold, the LORD is about to come out from His place [ second advent ] to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; and the earth will reveal her bloodshed, and will no longer cover her slain. (NAS)





B.	The Tribulation saints will not be resurrected until the second advent.





Revelation 20:4-6


4	And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I {saw} the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 


5	The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 


6	Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. (NAS)





C.	Conclusion:  While the Old Testament saints and Tribulation saints cannot be eliminated as OBSERVERS of the marriage, they cannot be considered PARTICIPANTS because, up to that point in time, Christ and the church are the only persons who have been resurrected.





 4.	The distinction between the "marriage of the Lamb" and the "marriage supper."





A.	The marriage of the Lamb:  an event that has particular reference to the church and takes place in Israel.





B.	The marriage supper:  an event that involves Israel and takes place on earth.





C.	In the following passages, Israel is awaiting the return of the bridegroom and the bride, the wedding feast or supper is located on earth and has particular reference to Israel.





Luke 14:16-24


16	But He said to him, "A certain man [ Christ, as Bridegroom ] was giving a big dinner [ marriage supper of the Lamb: the millennium ], and he invited many [ invitation extended to Jews ]; 


17	and at the dinner hour[ second advent ] he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited [ Jews during the Tribulation ], `Come; for everything is ready now.' [ the bema seat judgment has taken place and the bride is now prepared, she is now spotless ]


18	"But they [ Tribulation Jews to whom the invitation had been extended ] all alike began to make excuses. The first one [ Tribulation Jew to whom the invitation had been extended ] said to him, `I have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and look at it; please consider me excused.' [ from entering the millennium ]


19	"And another one [ Tribulation Jew to whom the invitation had been extended ] said, `I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please consider me excused.' 


20	"And another one [ Tribulation Jew to whom the invitation had been extended ] said, `I have married a wife, and for that reason I cannot come.' [ into the millennium ]


21	"And the slave came {back} and reported this to his master [ Christ:  the Bridegroom ]. Then the head of the household [ Christ:  the Bridegroom ] became angry [ an anthropopathism ] and said to his slave, `Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind and lame.' 


22	"And the slave said, `Master, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.' 


23	"And the master said to the slave, `Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel {them} to come in, that my house may be filled. 


24	`For I tell you, none of those men [ who rejected the invitation ] who were invited shall taste of my dinner.'" (NAS)





Matthew 25:1-13


1	"Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins [ Jews during the Tribulation ], who took their lamps, and went out to meet the bridegroom. 


2	"And five of them were foolish [ unsaved Jews during the Tribulation ], and five were prudent [ saved Jews during the tribulation ]. 


3	"For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 


4	but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. 


5	"Now while the bridegroom [ Christ in heaven during the Tribulation period ] was delaying [ because of the bema seat judgment and the marriage ceremony ], they [ Jews during the tribulation on earth ] all got drowsy and {began} to sleep. 


6	"But at midnight [ the second coming ] there was a shout [ to the Tribulation Jews ], `Behold, the bridegroom [ Christ ]! Come out to meet {him.'} 


7	"Then all those virgins [ saved and unsaved Jews during the Tribulation ] rose, and trimmed their lamps. 


8	"And the foolish [ unsaved Jews during the Tribulation ] said to the prudent [ saved Jews during the Tribulation ], `Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 


9	"But the prudent answered, saying, `No, there will not be enough for us and you {too;} go instead to the dealers and buy {some} for yourselves.' 


10	"And while they [ unsaved Jews during the Tribulation ] were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom [ Christ ] came, and those who were ready [ saved Jews during the Tribulation ] went in [ into the millennium ] with him [ Christ ] to the wedding feast [ supper ]; and the door was shut. 


11	"And later the other virgins [ unsaved Jews during the Tribulation ] also came, saying, `Lord, lord, open up for us.' 


12	"But he answered and said, `Truly I say to you, I do not know you.' [ they were not saved during the Tribulation ]


13	"[ You Jews during the Tribulation ] Be on the alert then, for you [Jews during the Tribulation ] do not know the day nor the hour [ of the second coming of Christ ]. (NAS)





D.	The "wedding supper" becomes a parabolic picture of the entire millennial age to which Israel will be invited during the Tribulation period, which invitation many will reject and so they will be cast out (refused entrance into the millennial kingdom), and many will accept and they will be received into the millennial kingdom.





E.	Because the invitation will be rejected by many Jews, the invitation will be extended to Gentiles during the Tribulation, and those Gentiles who accept the invitation will be permitted to enter the millennial kingdom.





F.	Remember, this invitation is will be extended to Jews and Gentiles who have physical bodies, not resurrection bodies, and those Jews and Gentiles who accept the invitation will be permitted entrance into the millennial kingdom in their physical bodies.





G.	The Jews and Gentiles who reject the invitation will be cast into hell via the baptism of fire.





H.	At the second advent, Jews, born-again during the Tribulation, will be waiting for the Bridegroom to come from the wedding ceremony that takes place in heaven and invite them to the supper at which time the bridegroom will introduce His bride to His friends.





Matthew 25:1-13


1	"Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went out to meet the bridegroom. 


2	"And five of them were foolish, and five were prudent. 


3	"For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 


4	but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. 


5	"Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and {began} to sleep. 


6	"But at midnight there was a shout, `Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet {him.'} 


7	"Then all those virgins rose, and trimmed their lamps. 


8	"And the foolish said to the prudent, `Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 


9	"But the prudent answered, saying, `No, there will not be enough for us and you {too;} go instead to the dealers and buy {some} for yourselves.' 


10	"And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 


11	"And later the other virgins also came, saying, `Lord, lord, open up for us.' 


12	"But he answered and said, `Truly I say to you, I do not know you.' 


13	"Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. (NAS)





 5.	For the following reasons, the announcement in Revelation 19:9 is interpreted as ANTICIPATORY of the wedding supper that will be held on earth following the marriage and the second advent, about which an announcement is being made in heaven prior to the return to earth for that event:





Revelation 19:9  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. (KJV)





Revelation 19:9 And he [ the "fellowservant" in 19:10 ], saith unto me [ John ], Write, Blessed [ happy ] are [ DNE ] they [ Old Testament and Tribulation saints ] which [ who ] are called [ invited ] unto the marriage supper [ Greek:  to deipnon tou gamou tou arniou , which means "the supper of the marriage of the Lamb;" the final stage of the Oriental wedding ] of the Lamb [ Christ ]. And he [ the unidentified fellowservant who told John to write ] saith unto me [ John ], These are the true sayings of God [ reinforcing the sovereign character of this revelation ].





A.	The Greek text uses the same Greek word for deipnon for "feast" and deipnon for "supper."





Luke 14:12  [ (uses "dinner" (v. 12) ariston and "supper" (v. 12) deipnon ].





Luke 14:13  [ uses the word "feast" (v. 13) doxh  to be synonymous with "dinner" (v. 12) ariston and "supper" (v. 12) deipnon ].





Revelation 19:9  deipnon  (a meal; supper, the principal meal taken in the evening; food; a feast, a banquet) (uses "supper" but same word as "feast")





Facts:


A  deipnon


B  doxh





Logic:


If A = B


Then B = A





Logic amplified:


If (A) deipnon = (B) doxh ,


Then (B) doxh = (A) deipnon





Conclusion:  supper = feast and feast = supper.





B.	The phrase "marriage supper" is consistently used in reference to Israel on earth.





C.	Conclusion:  The "marriage supper" (Revelation 19:9) and the "feast" (Luke 14:13) are the same event taking place on earth AFTER the second advent.





D.	The "marriage supper" of Revelation 19:9 is not, as some suppose, a supper (feast) than takes place in heaven prior to the second advent followed by a second supper (feast) on earth following the second advent.





E.	The key to understanding the "marriage supper" in Revelation 19:9 is that since the marriage has been consummated in heaven (Revelation 19:7), the announcement in Revelation 19:7 is ANTICIPATORY of the supper to be held on earth after the second advent occurs.





Summary:





 1.	The marriage ceremony between Christ and the church takes place in heaven following the bema seat judgment that occurs between the rapture and the second advent.





 2.	The church is eternally united with Christ during the wedding ceremony that takes place in heaven.





 3.	The marriage supper is a reference to the millennium which takes place on earth.





 4.	Jews and Gentiles will be invited to the marriage supper (the millennium, the millennial reign of Christ).





 5.	At the marriage supper (the millennium, the millennial reign of Christ), the Bridegroom (Christ) will be honored through the display of His bride (the church) to all His friends (saved Jews and Gentiles in physical bodies who enter the millennium, millennial kingdom, millennial reign of Christ) because they accepted the invitation to the marriage supper.





 6.	There are two criteria that when met indicate a favorable response to the invitation to the marriage supper:





A.	becoming saved during the Tribulation.





B.	enduring (staying alive physically) to the end of the Tribulation. (Matthew 24:13)





Matthew 24:13  "But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved. (NAS)
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