EVERYTHING THAT IS REAL IS NOT FROM GOD!








Introduction





I want to begin by making a statement, and the statement that I am about to make is so important that I am going to say it four times, in four different ways just to make certain that I am understood.





1.	The purpose of this lesson is to teach Christians that God is not the primary source of everything that happens in life.





2.	The purpose of this lesson is to teach Christians that God does not sponsor everything that happens in life.





3.	The purpose of this lesson is to teach Christians that God is not the cause of everything that happens in life.





4.	The purpose of this lesson is to teach Christians that God is not the author of everything that happens in life.





My point is this.  Just because something really happens in life doesn’t mean that God has approves of whatever happens.





We should learn to distinguish between what God approves and what God allows.





God does not approve of everything that He allows.





Example:  God allows sin, but He doesn’t approve of sin.


Example:  God allows human good, but He doesn’t approve of human good.


Example:  God allows men to believe lies, but God does not approve of lying.





Listen to the Apostle Paul:





2 Thessalonians 2:11	so God will allow them to believe lies with all their hearts, (TLB)





2 Thessalonians 2:11	And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: (KJV)





2 Thessalonians 2:11	And for this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe what is false, (NAS)





2 Thessalonians 2:11	For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie (NIV)





2 Thessalonians 2:11	Therefore God sends upon them a strong delusion, to make them believe what is false, (RSV)





2 Thessalonians 2:11	so God will allow them to believe lies with all their hearts, (TLB)





Today, Satan is spreading many lies, and many Christians are believing his lies.  The following are examples of Satan’s modern-day lies.





Lie #1:  God is the source of everything supernatural.





Lie #2:  Any service in the name of God means that God approves of that service.





Lie #3:  The Holy Spirit continues to distribute the gift of tongues, today.





Lie #4:  The Holy Spirit “slays” people by His power, today.








THINGS REAL BUT NOT FROM GOD





Number 1





Question:  Is all prophesying and casting out demons and wonderful works from God?





Matthew 7:20-23


20	Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 


21	Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 


22	Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 


23	And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV)





Real Thing #1 That Is Not From God:  prophesying, casting out demons, wonderful works.





Here is an occasion where prophesying, casting out demons and performing wonderful works was not of God.





The Problem:  Many Christians assume that if someone prophesies or casts out demons or performs wonderful works in God’s name, that person is operating in the power of the Holy Spirit and God’s stamp of approval is upon him.





Principle:  Everyone who prophesies, casts out demons and does wonderful works is not sent from God.





Principle:  If a person is not sent out by God, then God is not the source of any supernatural power manifested by that person.








Number 2





Question:  Is God the source of all power or signs or wonders?





2 Thessalonians 2:8-9


8	And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 


9	Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, (KJV)





Real Thing #2 That Is Not From God:  power and signs and wonders.





Here is an occasion where manifesting power and signs and wonders was not of God.





The Problem:  Many Christians assume that the person who manifests power or signs or wonders that that person is operating in the power of the Holy Spirit and God’s stamp of approval is upon him.





Principle:  Everyone who manifests power or signs or wonders is not from God.





Principle:  If an evil generation seeks a sign, any Christian who seeks a sign is an evil Christian.





Principle:  Christians live by faith, not signs.





Application:  Putting out the fleece is a sign-seeking evil function for Christians and is contrary to operating by faith.





Principle:  God is not the source of all supernatural signs and wonders.








Number 3





Question:  Is God the source of any form of modern-day tongues?





1 Corinthians 13:8


8	Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. (KJV)





Real Thing #3 That Is Not From God:  All forms of modern-day tongues.





Any attempt to operate a spiritual gift whose temporary function ceased in 70 A.D. cannot and will not reproduce normal function of that temporary gift.





The Problem:  Some Christians claim to possess a spiritual gift that ceased to function in 70 A.D.





Principle:  No one possesses a spiritual gift whose function has already ceased.





Principle:  No one can function in a spiritual gift whose function has already ceased.





Principle:  To call something other than what it is doesn’t make that something it isn’t.





Principle:  If tongues ceased in 70 A.D., whatever is being called tongues today cannot be tongues.





Application:  There are least two ways that people who think they speak in tongues, today, validate their belief that they are speaking in tongues:





1)	They note that their experience is real experience.


2)	They quote Scripture noting that tongues was a valid biblical experience.





The Problem:  They fail to accept two important truths:





1)	God is not the source of all things real.


2)	Past validity does not imply present validity.





Another Problem:  Failure to realize the following:





1)	Satan attempts to counterfeit every facet of God’s plan.


2)	Their practice is based upon an imperfect induction resulting from failure in two areas:





a.	failure to consider all that the Bible has to say about tongues.


b.	failure to properly interpret all the biblical facts about tongues.





(see Why Tongues Ceased in 70 A.D.)








Things the Bible Really Says But A Literal Interpretation Is Not from God





Number 1





Question:  Has any woman ever been saved by childbirth?





1 Timothy 2:15


15	Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety. (KJV)





Real Thing #4 That Is Not From God:  To understand this verse to mean that a woman will be saved spiritually if she bears a child is consistent with a literal understanding of this verse, but that interpretation is not from God.





1 Tim 2:15  Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.  (KJV)





1 Tim 2:15  But {women} shall be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.  (NAS)





1 Tim 2:15  But women will be saved through childbearing-- if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.  (NIV)





1 Tim 2:15  Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.  (NKJ)





1 Tim 2:15  Yet woman will be saved through bearing children, if she continues in faith and love and holiness, with modesty.  (RSV)





1 Tim 2:15  So God sent pain and suffering to women when their children are born, but he will save their souls if they trust in him, living quiet, good, and loving lives.  (TLB)





Principle:  The most basic principle of interpretation is the principle of literal interpretation.





Principle:  A correct interpretation depends upon an accurate translation.





Principle:  Before a passage can be interpreted properly, it must first be correctly translated.





Number 2





Question:  Does anyone receive life by eating Jesus’ flesh and drinking Jesus’ blood?





John 6:53


53	Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. (KJV)





Real Thing #5 That Is Not From God:  To understand this verse to mean that salvation is attained by eating Jesus’ flesh and drinking Jesus’ blood is consistent with a literal understanding of this verse, but that interpretation is not from God.





Principle:  God does not expect man to eat the flesh of Jesus or drink His blood.











How Can We Know What Is From God and What Is Not from God?





 1.	Know what God says in His Word.





 2.	Make proper application of God’s Word to the situation at hand.
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