LOVE FOR THE BRETHREN





Text:  1 Peter 1:22





22	Seeing ye [ the saved to whom Peter was writing ] have purified [ perfect tense verb: a past completed action with the result of consistent and habitual obedience to the Word of God ] your souls [ specifically, the soul’s mentality where sinful attitudes reside ] in obeying the truth [ here, the word “truth” refers to fervently love another Christian or other Christians ] through the Spirit [ although these words do not appear in the older manuscripts, it is true that this type of obedience cannot be accomplished without yieldedness to God the Holy Spirit ] unto unfeigned [ “unfeigned” means non-hypocritical; it is “love of the brethren” that is unfeigned; and this type of love is the result of obeying the truth through yieldedness to God the Holy Spirit ] love of the brethren [ “love of the brethren” is one Greek word filadelfia ; this word is a word for love that implies “liking” a brother in Christ ], see that ye [ the saved to whom Peter was writing ] love [ here, we have the word agaph; this is the functional virtue-love of gate six of the divine dynasphere, the result of which is an ability to “like” another person in spite of his flaws, hang-ups, soul-kinks] one another [ one Greek word that means “one another of the same kind,” namely, other Christians ] with [ out of ] a pure [ free from sinful mental attitudes ] heart [ the soul’s stream of consciousness, specifically, the mentality of the soul where sinful mental attitudes reside ] fervently [ means “an intense strain” describing the intensity of the love that these Christians had for one another ]: (KJV)





22	Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: (KJV)


22	Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, (NAS)


22	Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. (NIV)


22	Now you can have real love for everyone because your souls have been cleansed from selfishness and hatred when you trusted Christ to save you; so see to it that you really do love each other warmly, with all your hearts. (TLB)





This Verse Deals with the Kind of Love That One Christian Should Have for Another





 1.	The implication from this verse is that at one time these Christians were guilty of feigning [ faking ] love for certain of their brothers in Christ.  This faking made them hypocrites.





 2.	There were two conditions responsible for this hypocrisy:





A.	First condition:  Some Christians were tempted to go back to their old associates, preferring their company to that of their Christian brethren.





1)	In 1 Peter 4:3, Peter suggests that those to whom he is writing had plenty of time before they were saved to run in sin with the world.





2)	Listen to Peter:





You have had enough in the past of the evil things the godless enjoy-- sex, sin, lust, getting drunk, wild parties, drinking bouts, and the worship of idols, and other terrible sins. (1 Peter 4:3, TLB)





3)	They have since corrected this sinful practice in their lives.


�
B.	Second condition:  Different grades of society:  slaves and freemen; rich and poor; educated and illiterate.  The privileged were slow to accept the under-privileged in a Christian brotherly way.





1)	In 1 Peter 2:1, Peter indicates the practice of a lack of brotherly love when he uses the words “hypocrites” and “evil speakings.”





2)	The latter phrase, “evil speaking,” refers to the act of deprecating another person, literally, “speaking a person down.”  This refers to maligning, criticizing another believer.  It may be done privately or publicly.





C.	The reason some of these Christians reverted to their former worldly associates was failure to obey the Word of God; therefore, they preferred their former sinful companions to their fellow Christians.





D.	When they once again began to obey the Word of God, their souls became purified, and they came to have the type of affection for their Christian brethren that characterizes the Christian who is living in obedience to the Word of God.





E.	The classical meaning of agape love is found in 1 Corinthians 13 where the elements of the type of love that we should have for a brother in Christ are listed:





1)	love him because he or she is precious to God.


2)	be willing to sacrifice one’s self for the benefit of that brother.


3)	be long suffering toward him.


4)	treat him kindly.


5)	so rejoice in his welfare that there is no room for envy in your heart.


6)	be not jealous of him.


7)	do not boast of yourself.


8)	do not bear yourself in a lofty manner.


9)	do not act unbecomingly.


10)	do not seek your own rights.


11)	do not become angry.


12)	do not impute evil to another.


13)	do not rejoice in iniquity.


14)	rejoice in the truth.


15)	bear up against all things.


16)	hope all things.


17)	endure all things.





D.	This is the kind of love that one Christian should have for another.





E.	It is possible to fake this type of love for a period of time, but eventually the hypocrisy and sinful attitudes will manifest themselves.





F.	It is possible to possess brotherly love for another Christian or group of Christians, and then fall into a pattern of hypocritical love for the brethren.  This verse serves as a warning against that possibility.





Conclusion:  How are we challenged by this verse?  We are challenged to investigate our own hearts for sinful mental attitudes that prevent the outflow of brotherly love produced by yieldedness to God the Holy Spirit.  One manifestation of hypocritical love is dislike for a Christian brother or dislike of a particular group of Christians.





When any believer finds himself or herself in the position of disliking another Christian or group of Christians, the remedy is found in obedience to the truth through yieldedness to God the Holy Spirit.





May we all be challenged to obedience to the truth through yieldedness to God the Holy Spirit so that we might fulfill the statement found in John 13:35.





John 13:35  "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."  (NAS)
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