FOUR LAWS OPERATING IN THE BELIEVER’S LIFE








1.	There is a tremendous realm of activities in life that cannot be classified as good or bad according to the Word.





2.	Corinth was a good-time city; there were many heathen temples with bars, a bank, a prostitution center, and also the best cafeteria in town.  However, meat served in the cafe and market had been offered to idols in the heathen temple.





3.	The Four Laws for Discerning Doubtful Things:





A.	The Law of Liberty toward Self:  1 Corinthians 8:1-6.





1)	The liberty to walk in the Spirit, free from the bondage of sin.  Also the liberty to curtail your liberty or to enjoy it.





2)	In Corinth the debate centered around the meat offering to idols.  The Corinthians (believers) had liberty to eat this meat for they knew the idol was nothing.





3)	Knowledge can lead to egocentricity.





B.	The Law of Love Toward Believers:  1 Corinthians 8:7-13.


Because of my love for my Saviour and fellow believers, there are certain things which I will refrain from doing.





1)	We are to be aware that our liberty does not become a stumbling block to a weaker believer.  The weaker believer often saw the other believer in the restaurant where the meat was served.





2)	Through the use of the law of liberty, the weak brother may get out of temporal fellowship.  Actually you sin against Christ when you cause a fellow believer to get out of fellowship.





3)	The Law of Love is a higher law than the Law of Liberty.





C.	The Law of Expediency Toward the Unbeliever:  1 Corinthians 10:23-33.


Because of my witness for Jesus Christ to the unbeliever there are some things I do not do in order to have a testimony with certain unbelievers.





1)	If a Corinthian believer was invited to an unbeliever’s home, he was not to make an issue out of meat but to make Jesus Christ the issue.





2)	If the unbeliever made an issue out of the meat, he was to refuse it.





D.	The Law of Supreme Sacrifice:  1 Corinthians 9:1-18.


There are times when certain believers should refrain from doing some very normal and very legitimate things for maximum effectiveness in the Lord’s service.
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