GATE # 14:  AUTHORITY ARROGANCE








 1.	Authority arrogance always begins in the home.  The family is divine institution #3.  The authority in the home is the parent(s).  The parents have the opportunity of teaching their children establishment principles, the greatest of which is respect for authority.  The objective of parenthood is to train your children in all the principles of life, especially respect for authority in every area of life.





 2.	God has delegated authority under two categories to preserve and perpetuate the human race to the end of the millennial reign of Christ.





A.	The laws of divine establishment include the four divine institutions:  volition, marriage, family, and government/nationalism.





B.	Authority for the royal family of God includes the Word of God, the pastor of the local church, and the volition or self-determination of the believer to respond to or reject Bible doctrine.





 3.	Legitimate authority in life is defined as those powers delegated by God to the human race in such categories as husband over wife, parents over children, government over the people, management, coach, teacher, professor, senior rank in the military, judge on the bench, police officer, and the traffic light.  In the spiritual realm, the royal family of God has additional authority related to Bible doctrine and the pastor-teacher.





 4.	While God has delegated authority in these realms, such authority is useless without human consent.  Human acceptance of authority is often negative because arrogance rejects authority with devastating results, such as crime, violence, terrorism, slavery, dictatorship, revolution, and civil disobedience.





 5.	The acceptability of authority in life is dependent upon human volition, which is the great weapon of defense against demonization of the believer.  God has given us the great weapon of volition, but arrogant people never grow up spiritually.  Arrogance rejects legitimate authority in life.  No one is ever justified to reject authority on the basis of injustice.  To do so makes you are a loser in life!





 6.	Arrogance is the product of its own decisions, such as rejection of legitimate authority, and the assignment of power to those who represent evil, moral, or immoral degeneration.  Rejection of authority is inevitably manifest in some way, such as in our drug problem today.





 7.	All misery comes from individual volition, from making decisions from a position of weakness, from arrogance, and from losing all sense of destiny in life.  It comes from our failure to accept authority and learn.





 8.	Authority arrogance is the enemy of freedom, privacy, property, and life.  Privacy is destroyed through gossip, maligning, judging, which stem from jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, or hatred.  Freedom is destroyed through the malfunction of our divine institutions in the arrogant attack upon authority.  Freedom without authority is anarchy; authority without freedom is tyranny.





 9.	Authority arrogance results in the destruction of freedom through crime, drug addiction, violence, crusader arrogance, the attempt of self- righteousness to superimpose one's will on others.  Drug addiction takes away one's individual sense of responsibility, and destroys the proper use of his volition.


�
10.	Authority arrogance corrupts the divine institutions:  volition, marriage, family, and government. 





A.	Authority arrogance attacks free enterprise, seeking to destroy capitalism and management through the redistribution of wealth, and pressure on management from stockholders and labor.  Authority arrogance attacks management and business authority.





B.	Authority arrogance attacks military establishment, destroying the command structure necessary for the preservation of the nation.





C.	Authority arrogance attacks law enforcement, destroying government authority.





D.	Authority arrogance reflects lack of enforced and genuine humility in the life.





1)	In divine institution #3, the child is born under the authority of parents.  There need not be any mutual love between child and parent.  The parent communicates his authority through verbal teaching (not tactile); his love is expressed verbally.





2)	The organized humility of the home includes a system for teaching.  No parent is always fair.  Yet children must learn to face situations which are not fair and still respect and obey the authority.  Without respect, children leave home immature.





E.	At salvation, eternal life is imputed to the human spirit.  Now the organized humility is the local church, the authority for enforced humility is the pastor; and again, you have volition (positive or negative) to exercise toward the authority of the doctrine and of the pastor.





11.	Authority arrogance attacks the pastor who is faithful in teaching doctrine, distracting believers from epistemological rehabilitation at salvation.





A.	So vital is the doctrinal message to the royal family of God that many Scriptures warn against undermining the authority of any pastor.  No matter how bad or good any pastor is, he is not your responsibility; God can handle him magnificently!





B.	Isaiah 54:17, “No weapon formed against you will prosper, and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servant of the Lord, and his vindication is from Me,' says the Lord."





C.	Hebrews 13:17, “Keep obeying those pastors who themselves are ruling over you.  Submit to their authority, for they keep watching for the benefit of your souls as those who have to render an account.”





D.	The pastor receives his authority from God through the delegation of the spiritual gift, proper preparation, and a call from a specific congregation.





E.	The pastor exercises his authority through exegetical teaching of the Word of God.  His authority does not exist apart from the Word.





F.	Doctrine is the mind of Christ and the final authority for every believer.  We can choose to accept it or reject it.  You cannot open the Bible and learn it for yourself.  There's not a categorical doctrine taught that you could have ever dug out for yourself!





G.	Authority is delegated to the pastor as the teacher of doctrine.  The local church becomes the environment for the authority of teaching the Word of God.





H.	So to obey means to listen to the doctrine taught, assimilate the doctrine, and follow the doctrine.





I.	It is inevitable that some persons in a congregation will become dissatisfied or disenchanted with a specific ministry.  If the dissatisfaction originates from some form of arrogance, the believer will suffer from the law of volitional responsibility plus divine discipline.  If the fault lies with the pastor, God will punish him beyond anything you could even imagine.





J.	If you change churches or reject a ministry, do so without undermining the authority of the pastor.  Leave him entirely in the Lord's hands.  Otherwise, you will reap triple-compound divine discipline.





K.	In the home, children are blessed by accepting parental authority; they are cursed from rejecting parental authority.  In the local church, believers are blessed by consistent positive volition toward doctrine; they are cursed by negative volition toward doctrine.





L.	Just as a child or adolescent in the home who rejects parental authority is disciplined for authority arrogance all his life, so the believer who rejects the authority of good Bible teaching spends his entire Christian life on earth under discipline.





M.	When dissatisfied by a pastor for whatever reason, good or bad, do not compound the problem with your own arrogant reaction.  Avoid criticism of the pastor, no matter how wrong he may be in your opinion.  Leave his punishment or discipline in the hands of the Lord who is capable of handling his failures without any help from you.





N.	Being critical of a pastor is presumptuous and becomes blasphemous, for you are taking the erroneous stand that God cannot punish a pastor unless you help.  Authority arrogance will only destroy you, not the pastor who is the object of your hatred, bitterness, or vindictiveness.  This same principle holds true for every authority in life.





12.	It is important to avoid arrogance, to avoid being critical when you separate from a company, a business, a local church, or a military organization.  Whether you were content or discontent is not an issue.  It is only arrogance that calls attention to self.  The organization must continue to run.  Being critical is the source of a tremendous amount of misery.  Life will destroy the person who makes an issue out of self rather than an issue out of life.





13.	Arrogant people always attack authority, and thereby destroy their own freedom.  As freedom is wiped out in a nation, that opens the door for greater and greater demon influence and demon possession, and so a nation is destroyed.





14.	When people become foolish, they blame God for everything.  In Romans 9:19-21, God is the potter; the potter's wheel is His authority.  The "same lump" means we all have the same opportunity (free will), the same chances to be winners.  A "vessel of honor" is the believer in the divine dynasphere; a "vessel of dishonor" is the believer in the cosmic system.  Both choose from their own volition which they will be.  Regardless of the combination of genes or the varying circumstances in life, we all have the same opportunities.





15.	Attitude toward authority determines our decisions in life. Rejection of authority means decisions from a position of weakness; acceptance of authority means decisions from a position of strength.





16.	The by-products of authority arrogance include:





A.	Impulsive arrogance.





B.	Institutional arrogance.





C.	Conspiracy arrogance.





17.	Impulsive arrogance is the abuse of divinely-delegated authority or power.





A.	For example, David used his power as king and commander-in-chief of the Jewish army to murder Uriah the Hittite.





B.	For example, Elijah on Mount Carmel used his newly acquired power to murder the prophets of Baal.





C.	For example, Peter used his power and authority to encourage legalism in Antioch, espousing the hypocrisy of racial discrimination against the Gentiles, Gal 2:11-13.





D.	Impulsive arrogance comes from having more authority or power than you can handle.  Instead of producing a sense of responsibility and challenge to leadership, it produces arrogance.  Such a person has no capacity for authority, and no sense of responsibility toward God or others in relationship to that authority.  He relates that authority only to himself.  He uses his authority for his own personal advancement rather than to fulfill the purpose and policy of an organization.





E.	Or, a person can have no responsibility or authority but possess power, such as the manipulative power by which you make people feel guilty, and have impulsive arrogance.  This crosses conspiracy arrogance.





18.	Institutional arrogance is the function of authority arrogance in conspiracy against any legitimate organization.





A.	All legitimate organizations have three principles of normal modus operandi:  authority, a purpose, and a policy. 





B.	Institutional arrogance attacks one or more of these three principles of organizational modus operandi.





C.	Institutional arrogance assigns more importance to self, the opinions of self, and self-righteousness, and thereby undermines the authority, attacks the purpose, and seeks to destroy the policy of a legitimate organization.





D.	Changes in purpose and policy of an organization must be accompanied by consensus or respectful approach to authority through a form of grievance committees.





E.	To bring about changes in authority, purpose, or policy of an organization through any function that undermines that authority is generally associated with some form of arrogance.





F.	Legitimate institutions which are vulnerable to arrogance include the following:  various branches of government; business organizations and corporations; professional organizations such as school systems, police and fire departments, law firms, medical center, hospital organizations, engineering firms, military establishment; social and fraternal organizations; civic clubs; and local churches.





G.	When you are hired from your own free will, and then you don't like the authority, you immediately attack the very purpose for which the organization was founded, and you attack its policy.  When you don't like something . . . who are you?  You are there to follow the purpose, policy and authority of the organization.  You are not the issue!  Your job is to carry out the purpose of the company or organization; therefore, you are to obey authority.





H.	When you are on the job, what you think is not important.  What is important is the purpose, the policy, and the authority of the organization.  Your opinion is totally inconsequential.





I.	Institutional arrogance is disorientation to life in the area of legitimate institutions.  It is the proud conclusion that an organization cannot get along without you (true of those in lower authorities), or the erroneous conclusion that you carry the organization (true of those in higher authorities).





J.	So there are two categories of institutional arrogance:





1)	The person who succeeds in an organization and distorts that success into a system of pride and assumption.





2)	The person who does not succeed in an organization and assumes that he is a victim of organizational discrimination.





K.	We all face the temptation of this institutional arrogance when we are overlooked, maltreated, under an inferior authority.





 9.	Conspiracy arrogance is the function of a mutual admiration society designed to overthrow legitimate authority.





A.	The mutual admiration society is composed of two categories of arrogance and subjectivity.





1)	The arrogant who have aggressive subjectivity.





2)	The inadequate who have passive subjectivity.





B.	The arrogant one assumes that he is greater than the system and the authority structure of the system.  The inadequate one assumes that the system has overlooked his talent and ability.





C.	The arrogant leads the inadequate in forming a conspiracy against a person or persons who represent authority in that system.  These societies are started by someone who is ambitious to take over.  This takeover starts with complimenting, then socializing.  As they criticize, they slowly but surely build up their own organization to take over.





D.	The pattern for conspiracy arrogance is the subject of Psalm 12.  Verses 2-4 are very pertinent.  Ps 12:2, "They [mutual admiration society] speak each one [arrogant] to his friends [inadequate] with lips of flattery.  They speak heart to heart [idiom for double standard].





1)	The arrogant flatters the inadequate so that he will join him in the conspiracy, using the old ploy, "You have been overlooked; you are better than they."





2)	The arrogant flatters the inadequate, causing the inadequate to become dissatisfied with authority.  They both malign and slander the authority.  Finally, they both combine to form an effective conspiracy.





The purpose of the conspiracy:  the arrogant wants to replace the authority, and the inadequate wants to be recognized by the authority as being great in the organization.





E.	Ps 12:3-4, "The Lord will destroy all flattering lips [conspiracy of the arrogant], the tongue [conspiracy of the inadequate] which speaks boastful things, who have said, `We will triumph in this conspiracy with our tongues.  Our lips are with us; who is our master?'"





1)	They use verbal language to undermine the authority by slander, gossip, maligning, judging, and false propaganda.





2)	Their authority arrogance is seen in the last rhetorical question:  "Who is our master?"  They are an authority only to themselves and recognize no other. 
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