DOCTRINE OF A FORTIORI





A.	Definition.





1.	A fortiori is a Latin phrase meaning "with stronger reason."  It is a system of logic using comparison.





2.	A fortiori uses an inferential conclusion as being more conclusive than another reasoned conclusion.





3.	A fortiori is a system of argumentation or debate which takes an accepted fact and by comparison produces an inescapable fact and confident conclusion.





4.	Understanding a fortiori logic is required to understand the doctrinal principles contained in certain passages of Scripture.





5.	The Greek phrase  polloi mallon  translated "much more" is the signal that a fortiori logic is being used.





6.	If God can do the greater, it follows, a fortiori, that God can accomplish the less.  Greater or less is not a matter of quality but of effort required.





B.	The A Fortiori of Logistical Grace (Mat. 6:28-30)





Matt 6:28-30


28	"And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 


29	yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory did not clothe himself like one of these. 


30	"But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is {alive} today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, {will He} not much more {do so for} you, O men of little faith? (NAS)





 1.	A fortiori principle:  If God clothes the grass, it follows, a fortiori (much more), He will also clothe the believer.





 2.	This principle should be remembered during times of pressure.





 3.	This principle can be used in the second stage of the faith-rest drill; it can be applied in any desperate situation in your life.





C.	The A Fortiori of Deliverance from the Last Judgment (Romans 5:8-9)





Romans 5:8-9


8	But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.


9	Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath {of God} through Him. (NAS)





 1.	A fortiori principle:  If the believer is justified by the blood of Christ, it follows, a fortiori, that the believer will be delivered from the last judgment.


a.	Justification means having God's perfect righteousness.


b.	With perfect righteousness, there's no way you can be at the last judgment and go to hell.


c.	No one can take perfect righteousness from you, and that is all that is required to go to heaven.





2.	This implies that those with relative righteousness will go to the last judgment.





a.	They are not indicted for their sins.


b.	They are condemned because relative righteousness cannot fellowship with perfect righteousness.


c.	Unbelievers go to hell because of self-righteousness, not because of sin.


d.	Every unbeliever depends on his own self-righteousness to get him into heaven.





D.	The A Fortiori of Reconciliation (Romans 5:10)





Romans 5:10  For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. (NAS)





 1.	A fortiori principle:  If we were reconciled to God as His enemies, it follows, a fortiori, that we will be delivered as sons by His life.





 2.	In other words, if greater benefit has been given (reconciliation), the less (deliverance by His life) will not be withheld.





E.	The A Fortiori of Temporal Blessing (Romans 5:15)





Romans 5:15  But the free gift [salvation] is not like the transgression [Adam's original sin]. For if by the transgression [Adam's original sin] of the one [ Adam ] the many [ the entire human race ]died [spiritually ], much more [ a fortiori ] did the grace of God and the gift [ salvation ] by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many [ those who by faith trust in Christ ]. (NAS)





 1.	A fortiori principle:  If spiritual death comes to the entire human race by the sin of one man (Adam), it follows, a fortiori, that salvation will come to those who will believe in the one (Christ) who by grace has provided that salvation.





F.	The A Fortiori of Eternal Blessing (Romans 5:17)





Romans 5:17  For if by the transgression [ Adam's original sin ] of the one [ Adam ], death [ spiritual ] reigned through the one [ Adam ], much more [ a fortiori ] those [ who trust in Christ ] who receive the abundance of grace and [ even ] of the gift of righteousness [ the abundance of grace ] will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. (NAS)





 1.	A fortiori principle:  If spiritual death reigned by the original sin of one man [ Adam ], it follows, a fortiori, that the gift of righteousness will reign by one man [ Christ ].





G.	A Fortiori Rationale for Disaster (Romans 8:31-32)





Romans 8:31-32


31	What then shall we say to these things? If God [ the Father ]{is} for us [ formerly depraved human beings ], who {is} against us [ formerly depraved human beings ]?


32	He [ God the Father ] who did not spare His own Son [ Jesus Christ ], but delivered Him up for us all [ formerly depraved human beings ], how will He [ God the Father ] not also with Him [ Jesus Christ ] freely give us [ formerly depraved human beings, now saved ] all things ? (NAS)





 1.	A fortiori principle:  If God the Father provided salvation for totally depraved human beings, it follows, a fortiori, that He will provide blessings in time and rewards in eternity for those who are saved.





H.	The A Fortiori of Israel's Cursing and Blessing (Romans 11:12)





Romans 11:12  Now if their [ Israel's ] transgression [ apostasy ] be riches for the world and their [ Israel's ] failure be riches for the Gentiles, how much more [ a fortiori ] will their [ Israel's ] fulfillment [ millennial restoration to the land ] be! (NAS)





 1.	A fortiori principle:  If God the Father provides blessing for Gentiles through Jewish apostasy, it follows, a fortiori, that God will not withhold blessing to the Gentiles in association with the millennial restoration of Israel.





 2.	The greatest blessings will come to the Gentiles during the millennial reign of Christ when the Jews have been restored to client nation status.





Zechariah 8:22-23 says that ten Gentiles will grab the robe of one Jew and say, "If you're going to Jerusalem, take us with you."





 3.	The millennium is the time of Israel's fullness, which produces much more blessing for the Gentiles under the principle of blessing by association.





I.	The A Fortiori Rationale.





1.	A fortiori is the super-charger or booster of the plan of God rationale.





The a fortiori rationale stimulates the function of reverse concentration as the second stage of the faith-rest drill, which leads to the third stage, reaching a doctrinal conclusion and gaining control of the situation.





2.	A fortiori is a shorter and quicker rationale for emergencies where rapid decision and rapid action is necessary.  It is therefore a system of logic, using comparison as a rationale by the believer who needs to make a correct decision under pressure





3.	A fortiori compares a previous conclusion of doctrine with another conclusion of doctrine to understand and apply the inescapable certainty of God's grace policy in His perfect plan.





4.	A fortiori uses an inferential conclusion as being more conclusive or certain than another recognized fact or reasoned conclusion from the past, so that the mature believer gains momentum as he begins to apply doctrine.  He makes one conclusion and sees it work under testing, and then he makes another conclusion under another system of testing.  Then in time of great disaster, he puts together these proven conclusions.





5.	So, this rationale relates certainty to certainty and dogma to dogma to give the believer confidence in the plan of God, and to cause the believer to conclude that the only security in life is what you carry in your thinking.
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