ANGELIC CONFLICT RELATED TO COLOSSIANS 2:15





Col. 2:15 - and having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.





Note that this verse makes three important statements:





1.	"and having spoiled principalities and powers,"


2.	"He made a show of them openly,"


3.	"triumphing over them in it."





having spoiled - apekdusamenos - nominative case, singular, masculine gender, aorist tense, middle voice, participle of apekduomai = to defeat, to destroy, to annihilate, TO NEUTRALIZE, to disarm an enemy (a military term).





the main verb is "He made a shew of" them.





Having neutralized the enemy, Satan and his fallen operative demons, by His work on the cross, Jesus Christ will publicly display His fallen enemies at the second advent.





principalities -  archas - accusative plural arche = principality of spiritual existence.





This word refers to the highest ranking officers in Satan's fallen operative demon Military Table of Organization.





powers - tas eksousias - accusative plural eksousia = power.





This word refers to commissioned officers in Satan's fallen operative demon Military Table of Organization.





He made a shew of - edeigmatisen - 3rd person singular main verb, aorist tense, active voice, indicative mood of deigmatizo = TO MAKE A PUBLIC SHOW OF, to make a public spectacle of.





3rd person singular:  refers to Jesus Christ as "imperator," (in ancient Rome, a title of honor given to generals); here Christ as the commanding general in charge of the forces of God in the Angelic Conflict.





What Do We Learn About This Word?





1.	Kittel's Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Vol. 2, on the word "deigmatizo"





"Col. 2:15 - the sense is 'to make a public exhibition' by a display of the vanquished forces before the cosmos, possibly in triumphal procession."





2.	The use of this word can only be understood by relating it to the public display of captives in the ancient Roman Triumphal Procession.





3.	This word refers to the public display of the conquered enemies of Christ, Satan and his fallen operative demons, at the second advent which concludes Operation Footstool.





4.	Only after a person understands the concepts of the Angelic Conflict and Operation Footstool, and understands the process of the ancient Roman Triumphal Procession, does Paul's use of this word begin to make any sense.





5.	According to the analogy, Church Age believers represent the Roman soldiers in the triumphal procession.  Each believer will share in the triumphal procession by publicly displaying his fallen operative demon counterpart.





them - does not exist in manuscript, but is implied, and refers to Satan and His operative demons.





openly - en parresia - used as an adverb = publicly.





triumphing over - thriambeuas - nominative singular, masculine, aorist tense, active voice, participle of thriambeuo = to triumph over.





What Do We Learn About This Word?





1.	The victory of Christ over Satan and his fallen operative demons is completed by casting them off of planet earth at the second advent.





2.	According to the analogy, every Church Age believer will have the privilege of removing one fallen operative demon from planet earth at the second advent.





3.	By induction, it is concluded that there will be one Church Age believer for every fallen operative demon.





4.	If there will be one fallen operative demon for every Church Age believer, it can further be concluded that the rapture of the Church will occur when the number of Church Age believers is equal in number to the number of fallen operative demons loose in the universe today.





them - autous - accusative plural, masculine gender of pronoun autos = them.





	This word refers to Satan and his fallen operative demons.





in - en - preposition = in.





it - autoi - dative case, singular, masculine gender of pronoun autos = it.








ADDENDUM #1:  ETYMOLOGY OF THRIAMBOS





1.	"thriambos" was used from 800 B.C. - 500 B.C. for a hymn sung by Greek fraternities.





2.	The most famous Greek fraternity, and the only one we know anything about, is BACCHUS, named after the god of wine.





3.	The Bacchus Fraternity had both private and public meetings.





4.	The private meetings were drunken orgies called "mysteries."





5.	During public celebrations, members wore lambs' heads and rams' heads and covered their bodies with skins for parade.  As they moved down the street, they sang a "thriambos," a hymn to the god Bacchus.  Since music had rhythm, they began to shuffle their feet [dance].  As interest grew in their activity, the decision was made to limit the activity from parade status to one semicircular spot, later called a stage.  As time passed, the decision was made to include a plot, later handled by three actors and a chorus.  Thus, the meaning of "thriambos" moved from a hymn sung to the god Bacchus to a word for Greek drama.  The plots of drama depicted victories of the Trojan War.  Hence, the hymns sung during the dramas came to be associated with victory.





	From Greece, "thriambos" moves from a hymn sung to a god while shuffling through the street to a hymn associated with victory in Greek drama.





	In the Roman Empire the Triumphal Procession originated and was referred to as "triumphus."  As Greek became the international language, there was no word to describe the Roman custom of Triumphal Procession.  Hence, the word "thriambos" was called on.  Over a period of 5-6 hundred years, the period from the 8th century B.C. to the 3rd century B.C., its meaning moved from a hymn sung to the gods while shuffling through the street to a hymn sung during a drama depicting military victory.  It was then applied to the Roman custom of Triumphal Procession celebrating military victory through the streets of Rome during which procession enemy captives were displayed publicly, and then killed at the end of the procession.





6.	The Roman Triumphal Procession is discussed and described in the following two places:





	Roman Civilization, Vol. 1., pp. 216-218.





	Marcus Aurelius, p. 199.





7.	A general description of a Roman Triumphal Procession:





	After an elapse of time during which the Roman army had been off to battle, the victorious army would return home to Rome.  The streets would be lined with Roman citizens awaiting the return of their victorious army.  The commanding general would enter the city first on a white horse, followed by his army parading the spoils of war and many captives.  The captives were chained, one each to their captors.  After parading the captives publicly through the streets of Rome the parade headed toward the Mamartine Dungeon.  Upon arrival at the dungeon, a signal was given, and each captor slew his captive.





8.	"thriambeuo" in the context of Colossians 2:15 represents an analogy between the Roman Triumphal Procession and the consummation of "Operation Footstool."  As the Roman captors led their captives through the streets in triumphal procession and then slaughtered them at the end of the procession, so will Christ lead in triumphal procession at the second advent with His army, Church Age believers, leading their captives, fallen operative demons, in procession.  The triumphal procession concludes with Church Age believers removing the demons from planet earth at the second advent to set the stage for the millennial reign of Christ.





9.	Operation Footstool is now concluded; however, the Angelic Conflict will not be consummated until the Battle of Gog and Magog at the end of the millennium.  (Rev. 20:7-10)


Colossians 2:15
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