DOCTRINE OF ATMOSPHERE








1.	Etymology:  RAQIJA, the Hebrew word for atmosphere, is used four ways in the Old Testament.





A.	It is translated "a transparent work of sapphire" in Exodus 24:10.





This refers to the color of the sky, a transparent blue.





B.	It is used for a molten looking glass in Job 37:18.





C.	It is used as a carpet spread over the earth in Psalm 10:4:2.





D.	In Isaiah 40:22, it refers to a curtain of gauze spread over the heavens.





2.	Characteristics of the Atmosphere.





A.	The band of atmosphere which God provided on creation day +2 is vital to animal and plant existence.





B.	The moon is dead because it has no atmosphere.





C.	The atmosphere is composed of a mixture of gases in a stabilized form:  oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen, helium neon, etc.





D.	Air is stable but is not constant.  Variable components include CO2, carbon monoxide, and water.





E.	The content of the air changes with regard to the amount of moisture and CO2, but the non-variable components remain the same.





F.	The amount of air in our atmosphere today has an effect on climate, radiation, and weather.





G.	The atmosphere is divided into variable elements (water, CO2, carbon monoxide, ozone, formaldehyde, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, and ammonia) as well as non-variable elements.





H.	There is a relationship between the first and second days of restoration of light and atmosphere.  The amount of ozone in the atmosphere depends upon the absorption of ultraviolet radiation.





I.	A relationship exists between water and atmosphere.  This is illustrated by the amount of variation in the CO2 in the atmosphere.  The atmosphere on land gets too much CO2 in the air, but the wind blows it over water where it is absorbed.  The atmosphere balances the amount of O2 and CO2 and CO.  Between 1900-1950, CO2 increased by 12% in the earth.  CO2 in the air reduces the loss of heat by infrared radiation from the earth.  Increased CO2 increases the average temperature of the earth.  Winds cleanse the atmosphere.  The atmosphere contains pressure:  14.5 pounds per square inch (psi) at sea level.


