GATE #5:  BLIND ARROGANCE OR THE ARROGANCE OF LEGALISM


(A Form of Self-righteous Arrogance)








 1.	The relationship between self-righteous arrogance and blind arrogance (blind arrogance is also known as the arrogance of legalism).





A.	There are six categories of self-righteous arrogance, one of which is blind arrogance.





1)	Blind arrogance or the arrogance of legalism.


2)	Personality arrogance.


3)	The arrogance of morality.


4)	Authority arrogance.


5)	Crusader arrogance and Christian activism.


6)	The arrogance of Christian service.





B.	Self-righteousness arrogance is the motivational arrogance (gate #1, cosmic one) which manifests itself in these six categories, all of which comprise just another step in the drive toward unreality.





C.	Self-righteousness means to be righteous in one's own esteem, in fact, to be Pharisaical.  Our Lord condemned self-righteousness in His great dissertation of Matt 23, which begins, "Woe unto you, scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites."





D.	Self-righteousness is generally associated with arrogance.  It is the arrogant reliance upon one's own assumed, inconsistent, and hypocritical righteousness.





E.	Self-righteousness is the arrogant conviction that one's own righteousness is superior to that of all others.  It is the conclusion that one's own righteousness is so great that intolerance of all others becomes the modus operandi of blind arrogance.





F.	Self-righteous arrogance is manifested in the following statement: ". . . and after all I've done for you."





G.	Self-righteousness arrogance is defined as divorcement from reality.





1)	Self-righteousness arrogance is the logical progression from preoccupation with self.





2)	Self-righteousness arrogance always produces a system of fantasizing, of bolstering self at the expense of others.





Body





 1.	From self-righteousness originates the arrogance of legalism that is taught in Galatians and in six chapters of Romans.





 2.	The arrogance of legalism is the vanity of the unique experience and the erroneous emphasis on human achievement.





 3.	It begins with believers who lack an understanding of the following:





A.	the uniqueness of the Church Age


B.	their portfolio of invisible assets


C.	their escrow blessings


D.	the divine decrees


E.	equal privilege and equal opportunity in the protocol plan of God


F.	their union with Christ that produces a royal family of God and a new species


G.	the divine dynaspheres


H.	the indwelling of the Trinity


I.	the great power experiment of the hypostatic union


J.	how the great power experiment is perpetuated into the Church Age.





 4.	When there is a failure to understand these things, the individual reverts to the Mosaic Law in the Old Testament for the purpose of using the morality of Israel as the Christian way of life.





 5.	The morality of Israel was for both believers and unbelievers, but the Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life and demands a supernatural means of execution.





 6.	Self-righteous arrogance includes any form of legalism





 7.	There are two general categories of legalism:





A.	Salvation by works or human achievement.





1)	Legalism adds something to faith for salvation, for example, walking an aisle, raising your hand, praying the sinner’s prayer, baptism, speaking in tongues, etc.





2)	The Scripture makes it clear that only faith is required for salvation, yet people are not satisfied with the work of Jesus Christ on the cross and want to add their works to it.





3)	It is blasphemous and legalistic to try to add some system of works to the efficacious work of Christ on the cross.





B.	Spirituality by works in which people observe certain taboos and call it spirituality.





 7.	Self-righteous arrogance can also be classified as blind arrogance in which the vanity of being divorced from the realities of Bible doctrine lead to the erroneous conclusion that the believer is victorious, mature, or great because of some unique experience, some sacrificial modus vivendi, or some system of human works.





A.	unique experience:  “spoke in tongues;” got healed; got the Holy Ghost; was slain in the Spirit





B.	some sacrificial modus operandi:  substitutes fish for meat on Friday; gives up something for Lent





C.	some system of human works:  goes out on Tuesday night visitation; in church every time the door is open; volunteered to work in the nursery last year





 8.	People who are blindly arrogant conclude that the plan of God succeeds or fails on the basis of how they function, rather than on the basis of God’s grace provisions.





 9.	Self-righteous arrogance is the motivation, while legalism is the function that comes from that motivation.





10.	Legalism may be defined as the pomposity of the energy of the flesh, the blasphemy of human works being substituted for the divine provision of grace, the insolence of replacing our portfolio of invisible assets with the conceit of pretentious human ability.





11.	The irrationality of legalism is the same as the arrogance of morality.





A.	When self-righteous arrogance malfunctions, the self-righteous individual is always shocked.





B.	When a self-righteous person becomes shocked, he draws the conceited conclusion that Bible doctrine doesn't work.





12.	Self-righteous arrogance correlated with the arrogance of legalism concludes that the plan of God succeeds or fails on the basis of human works, rather than concluding the truth, which is that the plan of God succeeds on the basis of what God does in grace, working on our behalf.





13.	Therefore, legalism establishes false standards and measures spiritual success on the basis of complying with these false standards.





14	Legalism has two blasphemous functions.





A.	Salvation through keeping the Law.  This is answered in Galatians 1-3 and Romans 13:3-4.





B.	Spirituality through keeping the Law.  This is answered in Galatians 4-6 and Romans 7-8.





15.	Self-righteous arrogance seeks to impose its standards on others, judging them for not complying.
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