CLOUDS:  DOCTRINE OF








1.	Clouds are used to portray armies or great masses of people in the Bible.





A.	Jeremiah 4:13 describes an invading army.





Jeremiah 4:13  "Behold, he goes up like clouds, and his chariots like the whirlwind; His horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us, for we are ruined!" (NAS)





B.	Hebrews 12:1 refers to the cloud of witnesses of Hebrews 11.





Hebrews 12:1  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, (NAS)





C.	In Revelation 1:7, great armies and multitudes of people returning with the Lord are described as clouds.





Revelation 1:7  Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him.  Even so. Amen. (NAS)





D.	Joel 2:1-2 speaks of "a day of clouds," referring to believers coming back in resurrection bodies.





Joel 2:1-2


1	Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; surely it is near, 


2	A day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn is spread over the mountains, {so} there is a great and mighty people; there has never been {anything} like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations. (NAS)





2.	Clouds symbolize a time of catastrophe or divine judgment.





A.	In Lamentations 2:1, "With a cloud of His anger" is used as an analogy.





Lamentations 2:1  How the Lord has covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in His anger! He has cast from heaven to earth the glory of Israel, and has not remembered His footstool in the day of His anger. (NAS)





B.	In Ezekiel 30:3, "Even the day of the Lord is near; it will be a day of clouds, a time of doom for the nations.





Ezekiel 30:3  "For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near; it will be a day of clouds, a time {of doom} for the nations. (NAS)





C.	Ezekiel 34:12 says, "And I will deliver them on a cloudy day."





Ezekiel 34:12  "As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. (NAS)





D.	Second advent passages mention clouds.  Revelation 1:7.





Revelation 1:7  Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him.  Even so. Amen. (NAS)





3.	Clouds are used in other ways.





B.	Clouds are used in the analogy of cleansing from sin.  Isaiah 44:22





Isaiah 44:22  "I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud, and your sins like a heavy mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you." (NAS)





C.	Clouds are used for transitory things, that is, here today and gone tomorrow, for example, prosperity in Job 30:15.





Job 30:15  "Terrors are turned against me, they pursue my honor as the wind, and my prosperity has passed away like a cloud. (NAS)





D.	Clouds are used to symbolize lack of integrity in Hosea 6:4.





Hosea 6:4  What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?  What shall I do with you, O Judah?  For your loyalty is like a morning cloud, and like the dew which goes away early. (NAS)





E.	Clouds are prominent in the ascension of our Lord.  Acts 1:9.





Acts 1:9  And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. (NAS)





F.	In Matthew 17:5, the transfiguration had a cloud out of which came the voice of God the Father.  The cloud was necessary to hide the glory of the Father so Peter could live.





Matthew 17:5  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” (NAS)





G.	Clouds are used to portray the presence of God.





Exodus 16:10  And it came about as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the sons of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. (NAS)





Exodus 33:9  And it came about, whenever Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and the LORD would speak with Moses. (NAS)





Numbers 11:25  Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him; and He took of the Spirit who was upon him and placed {Him} upon the seventy elders. And it came about that when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do {it} again. (NAS)





Job 22:14  `Clouds are a hiding place for Him, so that He cannot see; and He walks on the vault of heaven.' (NAS)





Psalm 18:11-12


11	He made darkness His hiding place, His canopy around Him, darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 


12	From the brightness before Him passed His thick clouds, hailstones and coals of fire. (NAS)





Isaiah 19:1  The oracle concerning Egypt.  Behold, the LORD is riding on a swift cloud, and is about to come to Egypt; the idols of Egypt will tremble at His presence, and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them. (NAS)





G.	Cloud formations represent the power and wisdom of God.





Psalm 147:8  Who covers the heavens with clouds, who provides rain for the earth, who makes grass to grow on the mountains. (NAS)





H.	Clouds are used to illustrate the ignorance of man and his need for divine revelation.





Job 38:37  "Who can count the clouds by wisdom, or tip the water jars of the heavens, (NAS)





Job 37:15-16


15	"Do you know how God establishes them, and makes the lightning of His cloud to shine? 


16	"Do you know about the layers of the thick clouds, the wonders of one perfect in knowledge, (NAS)





I.	Clouds are used to portray false teachers.





Isaiah 25:5  Like heat in drought, Thou dost subdue the uproar of aliens; {like} heat by the shadow of a cloud, the song of the ruthless is silenced. (NAS)





Jude 12  These men are those who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds (instability); autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; (NAS)
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