CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD?





Texts:  Genesis 1:26-27; 5:1-3





Genesis 1:26-27


26	Then God [ the Father ] said, "Let Us [ Triune Godhead ] make man [ mankind, specifically Adam ] in Our [ Triune Godhead’s ] image, according to Our [ Triune Godhead’s ] likeness; and let them [ mankind, specifically Adam ] rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."


27	And God [ Jesus ] created man [ Adam in the Garden of Eden—Eve is a rib ] in His [ God’s ] own image, in the image of God He [ Jesus ] created him [ Adam and Eve in one package in the Garden of Eden—Eve is a rib ]; male and female [ in one package—the female is one of Adam’s ribs ] He [ Jesus ] created them[ Adam and Eve in one package—Eve is one of Adam’s ribs ].  (NAS)





Genesis 5:1-3


1	This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God [ Jesus ] created man [ Adam only—Eve is still a rib ], He [ Jesus ] made him [ Adam only—Eve is still a rib ] in the likeness of God. 


2	He [ Jesus ] created them [ Adam and Eve in one package—Eve is a rib ] male and female, and He


[ Jesus ] blessed them [ Adam and Eve in one package ] and named them [ Adam and Eve in one package ] Man [ singular because Adam and Eve are in one package ] in the day when they [ Adam and Eve in one package ] were created. 


3	When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years [ now fallen and living outside the Garden of Eden ], he [ fallen Adam ] became the father of {a son} in his [ fallen Adam ] own [ fallen ] likeness, according to his [ Adam’s ] image [ fallen image ], and named him [ Adam’s son born in the image of fallen Adam ] Seth. (NAS)





Thesis:  Man outside the Garden of Eden is not created in the image of God.





Introduction





Because Genesis 1:26-27 teaches that man was created in the image of God, it is very common to hear preachers, Bible teachers, and other Christian witnesses makes statements that imply that all mankind, specifically, those born outside the Garden of Eden, have been created in the image of God in the same manner as was Adam.  Any statement implying this is in error and is inconsistent with the clear teaching of the Word of God.





A Problem





To assume that every human being born outside the Garden of Eden is created in the image of God leads to the fallacious endeavor of looking for “the good in everyone,” when in fact, there is NO good that comes from any human being that is commendable to God.  Listen to Isaiah 64:6.  (The righteousnesses spoken of in this verse are a reference to ANY good produced by any human being prior to his/her salvation.)





Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. (KJV)





Here’s a Christian Myth





Myth:  Mankind outside the Garden of Eden is created in the image of God.





One Question and Some Final Thoughts





Question:  If we have been created in the image of God, why then are we predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son who IS God?





Thought #1:  We have not been created in the image of God.  Only Adam was created in the image of God.





Thought #2:  We have been born in the likeness of fallen Adam.





Thought #3:  If we had been created in the image of God, there would be no need for us to be predestined to be conformed to the image of God.





Thought #4:  We can’t become something we already are.  We can’t be predestined to be conformed to the image of God if we have already been created in the image of God.





Thought #5:  There is no need to become something we already are.  If we are already created in the image of God, why should there be a need to be predestined to be conformed to the image of God’s Son?





Thought #6:  We are not created in the image of God as some men say we are.





Thought #7:  We are what God says we are (born in the likeness of fallen Adam).





Conclusion:  Only Adam was created in the image of God; all others outside the Garden of Eden are born in the image of fallen Adam.


� DATE \@ "M/d/yy" �1/4/04�, � TIME \@ "h:mm AM/PM" �3:16 PM�


� PAGE �2�











