DOCTRINE OF CROWNS








A.	The Principle of the Time and Place of Rewards.





1.	1 Thessalonians 4:13-18:  the Rapture of the Church.





1 Thessalonians 4:13-18


13	But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 


14	For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 


15	For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 


16	For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 


17	Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 


18	Wherefore comfort one another with these words. (KJV)





To talk of being the Rapture generation is a distraction to our proper function of living which is one day at a time.





After a believer dies physically, during the period between death and the rapture, there is no distinction in heaven between losers and winners.





This is as close as we ever get to equality in heaven.





The body sleeps, but the soul and human spirit are face to face with the Lord.





Believers who die and are in heaven before us have no advantage by being there ahead of us.





In verse 16, the voice command may be for the resurrection of those who are dead, and the trumpet command may be for those who have alive.





16	For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 





2.	The big genuflex.





Romans 14:11-12


11	For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 


12	So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. (KJV)





Philippians 2:9-11


9	Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 


10	That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 


11	And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (KJV)





At this point there are still no distinctions among believers in a resurrection body..





3.	The Judgment Seat of Christ:  2 Corinthians 5:10.





2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. (KJV)





a.	Only two categories of believers exist at this point:  winners and losers.





b.	Whether you are a winner or loser depends on your use of logistical grace to fulfill the plan of God in time between salvation until death.





c.	Potential rewards include decorations, knighthood, a uniform of glory, a coat of arms, a place in the eternal chivalry, and other rewards.





d.	Things true about losers:





There is no excuse for being a loser.


All losers are losers by choice.


Losers are arrogant and self-made.





e.	The judgment seat of Christ is where all distinctions begin and continue for eternity.





Crowns are distributed at the judgment seat of Christ.





f.	Certain passages imply the shamedness of losers at the judgment seat of Christ:  (2 Tim. 2:15; Phi. 1:20; 1 Jn. 2:28)





2 Timothy 2:15	Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)





Philippians 1:20  According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. (KJV)





1 John 2:28And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. (KJV)





4.	Rewards distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ:  Rev. 22:12





Revelation 22:12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. (KJV)





B.	Etymology and Isagogics.





1.	The Bible must be interpreted in the time in which it was written.  The crowns of the Roman empire are the pattern.





a.	The Greek word STEPHANOS means crown, a reward for winning.





b.	The Greek word DIADEMA means a crown for a king, used for the second highest decoration in the Roman army.





c.	The Latin CORONA was the highest decoration in the army, and is the exact equivalent of the Greek STEPHANOS.





2.	The Romans used many different crowns for military decorations, and they also awarded crowns to the winners of athletic contests.





a.	The corona obsidionalis or grammania





a wreath of golden strands


the highest decoration.


given for breaking a blockade or raising a siege.





b.	The corona civica was a crown made of golden oak leaves.





awarded to a soldier who saved the life of a citizen in battle.





c.	The corona navalis





given as the highest decoration in the navy for destroying an enemy fleet


given to the first marine to broad an enemy ship.





d.	The corona muralis





was awarded to the first soldier who scaled the wall of a besieged city.





e.	The corona vallaris





awarded to the first soldier to reach the enemy lines in battle.





f.	The corona aurea





a golden crown for gallantry in battle or any heroic act in battle.





g.	The corona triumphalis





awarded to a victorious commander.





3.	Each crown included monetary reward, freedom from taxes, children educated at public expense, and a statue of the person erected in the public square.





THE CROWN IS USED BY ANALOGY FOR THE GREATEST HONORS GOD CAN GIVE TO BELIEVERS.








C.	The Crown of Righteousness.





2 Timothy 4:7-8


7	I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 


8	Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. (KJV)





2.	This crown is available to all believers who become winners.





This is given to mature believers with emphasis on the attainment of spiritual maturity.





This crown emphasizes capacity for enjoyment of eternal rewards and decorations of the invisible hero, the spiritual winner.





3.	The believer who wears the invisible uniform of honor will receive the crown of righteousness.





Ephesians chapter 6 describes the uniform of honor.





The function of impersonal love is the manifestation of the invisible uniform of honor.





The crown of righteousness is given for your virtue, honor, integrity, passing momentum tests, and fulfillment of the royal family honor code.





4.	2 Tim 4:7-8, "I have fought an honorable fight.





I have completed the course.	I have guarded the doctrine.





In the future there is reserved for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award me in that day, and not only to me, but to all winners who have loved His appearing."	Paul perpetuated spiritual self-esteem and spiritual maturity.





As a mature believer, the perpetuation of spiritual maturity means to continue the daily intake of the Word of God. 





D.	The Crown of Life.





1.	This decoration is awarded to invisible heroes for maximum production of divine good through the execution of the protocol plan of God. This includes all the impacts a believer can have--personal, historical, international, angelic, heritage impact.





2.	Therefore, the crown of life is related to the invisible hero's production from his spiritual gift, his ambassadorship, and his royal priesthood.





The crown of life is awarded for consistent filling of the Holy Spirit, consistent perception of doctrine, and consistent use of the problem solving devices.





3.	Rev 2:10, "Do not fear what you are about to suffer.





Note that the devil is about to cast some of you in prison that you may be tested, and you will have special persecution ten times.





Keep on being faithful even until death, and I will give you the crown of life."





4.	James 1:12, "Happy is that person who perseveres under testing, for once he has passed the test, he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him."





5.	The crown of life is awarded because of consistent use of the spiritual skills and advance to maturity, Jn 15.





E.	The Crown of Glory.





1.	This crown is awarded to pastors who faithfully study and communicate Bible doctrine to their congregation.





The size of the congregation never has anything to do with the evaluation of the pastor. There are four categories of pastors in the Church Age.





a.	The cosmic pastor who lives in cosmic one and cosmic two is distracted by social action, crusader arrogance, and is totally disoriented to reality.





He is very arrogant, self-righteous, and ignorant of Bible doctrine.





b.	The baby pastor emphasizes his own personality while de- emphasizing the Word of God.





All he does is evangelize and give little moral lectures.





c.	The adolescent pastor teaches some truth but is distracted by various forms of high profile.





He is selling his own personality (rather than teaching doctrine) by visiting the sick, calling on the congregation, and conducting programs.





He can be a pseudo-intellectual, a crusader, a bleeding heart, self-righteous, a pleasing personality, or arrogant.





He appeals to those with negative volition toward Bible doctrine.	He doesn't have the time to study.





d.	The mature pastor through personal study and teaching advances to gate eight of the divine dynasphere and is leading his congregation there.





He has fulfilled the concepts of gates 5, 6, and 7; therefore, he receives the crown of life and the crown of righteousness as well, Heb 6:10. He emphasizes doctrine and is a prepared person academically, knowing where he stands theologically.





He focuses on the message, not his personality.





2.	The motivation for the pastor is occupation with the Lord.





1 Pet 5:2-4, "Shepherd the flock of God with you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily on the basis of the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with a ready mentality; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.





And when the Chief Shepherd appears [Rapture], you will receive the unfading crown of glory."





3.	Phil 4:1 personalizes this concept.





"Therefore, my brethren, loved ones [congregation who is respected for their faithfulness], deeply desired ones, my happiness and my crown, keep on being stabilized [winners of the crown of righteousness]."





4.	1 Thes 2:19-20, "For who is our hope or happiness or crown of boasting [glory]?





Is it not you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?





For you are our glory and our happiness."





At the judgment seat of Christ, those who have attained spiritual maturity are the crown of glory for the pastor.





5.	The pastor's boasting or crown of glory is received because certain members of his congregation do two things by listening to the teaching of the Word.





a.	They take the giant step to spiritual self-esteem.





b.	They take the victory step to spiritual maturity.





6.	So the happiness of the pastor comes from the positive response of those faithful to the teaching of the Word of God.





The pastor's happiness is different from that of anyone else.





7.	Protocol believers are the basis for the pastor receiving the crown of glory.





F.	The Warning Regarding Crowns.





1.	Rev 3:11, "I am coming soon; seize [grasp, become the master of] what you have, so that no one may take away your crown."





2.	The present active imperative of the verb KRATEO tells you what you should be doing if the Rapture occurs.





The word means:  to seize, to grasp, to get possession of, and to become the master of something.





You should be learning Bible doctrine consistently in preparation for the Rapture.





3.	Seizing, grasping, or becoming master of what you have in Bible doctrine is a reference to learning and applying doctrine on a consistent basis.





This is how you prepare for the Rapture, as well as how you keep other people from distracting you from attaining your escrow blessings for eternity.





Losers participate in the resurrection of the Church but lose their escrow blessings for eternity.





4.	Compare 2 Jn 8.





You already have these crowns deposited in escrow for you in eternity past by God the Father.





These crowns are not distributed unless you execute the protocol plan of God.





There are people who can distract you from Bible doctrine, and so keep you from receiving these crowns.





G.	The Ultimate Decoration--the Order of the Morning Star.





1.	This is the highest decoration awarded to any Church Age believer with the greatest amount of blessings.





Rev 2:26. "Furthermore, the winner, even he who keeps My assignments [the fulfillment of the protocol plan of God to spiritual self-esteem and spiritual maturity] until the end [of his life], to him I will give authority over the nations."





Rev 2:28, "Furthermore I will give to him the order of the Morning Star."





2.	This award is part of a new and eternal order of chivalry, and will be born by invisible heroes for their ultimate in invisible impact as mature believers.





It is for maintenance of spiritual maturity in what may be classified as ultrasupergrace status.





Receiving this reward is the highest manifestation of glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ in the Church Age.





3.	With this decoration all winners will wear a special uniform of glory mentioned in Rev 3:4.





4.	This mature believer will be a king over a Gentile nation during the Millennium.





The "Bright Morning Star" as part of our Lord's third royal title is mentioned specifically in Rev 22:16 and 2 Pet 1:19.





5.	This title was given to our Lord at His ascension and session, and is related to both the strategic and tactical victory of the angelic conflict.





Rev 22:16, "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these things to you for the churches; I am the root [Jesus Christ as eternal God], and the descendent of David [Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union], the bright morning star [His title for the first and Second Advents]."





7.	In Num 24:17, this title is related to our Lord's strategic victory.





"I see Him, but not now, I behold Him, but not near.	Behold, a star [Christ as the morning star] shall come forth from Jacob [First Advent], and a scepter shall rise from Israel [Second Advent]."





8.	Mt 2:2 is a reference to the morning star related to the First Advent.





9.	Bible doctrine is related to Christ as the morning star in 2 Pet 1:19-21, "and the morning star has come up [Second Advent]."





10.	The order of the morning star is named after our Lord's royal title and is given to believers for their historical impact in the Church Age.	It authorizes the recipient to reign with Christ in the Millennium and hold the highest privileges for all eternity.





Such a believer can eat from the tree of life in the paradise of God, located in the New Jerusalem.





11.	There are seven privileges that accompany the order of the morning star.





a.	The uniform of honor, being invisible and worn in the soul, is exchanged at the judgment seat of Christ for the uniform of glory.	It was first modeled by Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration.





Mt 17, "and His clothes became white as light."





The uniform of glory is a monument to right decisions.





The uniform of glory is given as a translucent light which covers the resurrection body.





Rev 3:4-5, "they will walk with Me in whites."





The uniform of glory distinguishes the winner believer from the loser believer.





b.	The Order of the Morning Star includes presentation in the court of heaven during the Tribulation.





Only those on the honors list are taken to heaven and presented to God the Father.





The honors list is made up of those believers who make Bible doctrine their highest priority daily. Rev 3:5, "Thus the winner shall be clothed in white garments and I will never blot out his title [the winner is knighted at the judgment seat of Christ] out of the book of life.





In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and before His angels [a formal presentation]."





c.	A new knighthood and eternal order of chivalry belongs to the believer winning this award, Rev 2:17 cf. Col 3:4,6.





A new order of chivalry includes a new title after your name in the Lamb's Book of Life. The new knighthood is given to the winner.





Rev 2:17, "To the winner, I will give him blessing from the hidden manna [escrow blessing for time and eternity]; also I will give him a white pebble [the resurrection body, God's final vote of justification--they voted with colored pebbles in the ancient world--and on that white pebble has been inscribed a new title [your royal patent in the eternal heraldry] which no one knows [you are an anonymous hero during the Church Age]."





d.	The winner will rule with Christ during the Millennium.





There are six different approaches with regard to ruling with Christ.





(1)	The a fortiori approach is found in Rom 5:17, "For if by the transgression of one spiritual death ruled by that one, much more, they who receive in life this surplus from grace [escrow blessing] and the gift of righteousness, much more, they shall rule through that One Jesus Christ."





(2)	The sarcastic approach is found in 1 Cor 4:8, "You are already filled [with private sins]; you have already become rich [but not from escrow blessing]; you have become kings without us.





How I wish you really had become kings, so that we might also rule with you."





(3)	The eternal security approach is taught in 2 Tim 2:12, "If we endure [perpetuation of life in the divine dynasphere], we shall also rule..."





(4)	The parable approach is found in Lk 19:12ff, especially verses 17 and 19.





To "take charge over ten cities" means rulership.





(5)	The direct approach is taught in Rev 3:21, 





"The winner, I will give to him the reward of sitting with Me on my throne, as I have won and sat down with My Father on His throne."





Rev 20:4, "And they ruled with Christ for a thousand years."





(6)	The Morning Star approach is found in Rev 2:26-28.





e.	Your name is recorded in the permanent historical record section of the heavenly Temple because of your invisible impact on history during the Church Age, Rev 3:12a.





(1)	The impact of the winner is anonymous as far as the record of history is concerned, but not as far as God is concerned.





(2)	The mature believer's historical record will be recorded forever in the heavenly temple.





Each pillar will have the record of his life as a winner.





(3)	Rev 3:12, "The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God."	





The temple of God is the eternal record center in the future.





(4)	As an example, the temple at Ephesus had the great deeds of people inscribed on the pillars.





So this temple of God will be the historical textbook of the true heros of history.





The mature believer as a part of the pivot is the true impact on history.





(5)	In Gal 2:9 the mature believer is currently called a pillar of the church.





"Furthermore, he will never again [go outside] vanish from history.





Also, I will emblazon on him the title of My God, and the name of the city of My God, [this will be his pass to enter the eternal city, the New Jerusalem, a satellite city suspended above the earth in the atmosphere or in space] the new Jerusalem, which shall descend from heaven from My God; also My new title [King of kings, Lord of lords, Bright Morning Star]."





f.	You are the recipient of a coat of arms of glory, Rev 3:12b.





g.	The winner has membership in the Paradise Club forever. Membership includes three special privileges: related to the tree of life, related to the gazebo in the garden, and access to the paradise of God itself.





You are a member of a special club with special parties to which only you are invited.





Rev 2:7, 14, "...To the winner, I will give to him the privilege of eating from the tree of life which is in the paradise of God."





"Blessed are they [winners] who have washed their robes [rebound], that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city [new Jerusalem]."





The tree of life is the ultimate in eternal reward and blessing.





H.	Military and Athletic Analogies to Rewards.





1.	2 Timothy 2:4-5


4	No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 


5	And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. (KJV)





Expanded Translation





"No soldier on active duty entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life [a person on active duty does not live a normal life], so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. Furthermore, if anyone competes in the athletic games, he does not receive a winner's crown unless he trains according to the rules."





2.	Every athlete went through identical training no matter what his event.





This is analogous to yieldedness to the Holy Spirit, every believer having this same identical plan by which we are to train and compete.


We must fulfill the training rules of the plan of God.


Only the Christian is living the yielded life is qualified to compete in the angelic conflict.





3.	The AGONISTAI were people who just worked out to stay in shape, which is just sheer agony.





This is analogous to the believer in the cosmic system, and to arrogance in the cosmic system which is just sheer agony.





4.	The ATHLETAI were the ones who trained under the rules of the national gymnasium for ten months.





You were not allowed to leave the large walled area of the gymnasium for ten months, and you had to exercise under the authority of the GUMNASIARCH, the ruler of the gym (analogous to the Pastor).


The rules were very strict.





a.	You could not leave for any reason.





b.	You were on a strict diet which everyone ate (other foods being analogous to the false doctrines of the cosmic system).





c.	Everyone participated in group exercise, naked and outdoors, regardless of the weather [[ analogous to studying the Word of God with the mask of hypocrisy off (naked), in public assembly (outdoors), regardless of the subject matter being taught(in all weather conditions) ]]





d.	Daily trumpet calls had to be met at various times throughout the day.  If you missed a trumpet call, you were disqualified from participation (you couldn’t possibly be rewarded).





e.	Everyone had equal privilege and equal opportunity to compete.





5.	Each winner in the national games received many rewards and privileges.





1 Corinthians 9:24	Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 





Expanded Translation:  “. . . Run in such a way that you may win."


