SALT:  DOCTRINE OF








Significance of “Salt” in Scripture.








 1.	Salt is a preserver and was used as a preservative.  It speaks of eternal life.





 2.	Salt is a seasoner and was used for savor and flavor.  It speaks of the inner happiness designed by God for every believer, which comes from a knowledge of Bible doctrine.





 3.	Salt is the antithesis of leaven.  Leaven (representing false doctrine) corrupts; salt (representing true doctrine) preserves.





 4.	The eating of salt depicts the appropriation of salvation.  The believer receives eternal life at the point of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ.





1 John 5:11-12


11	And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 


12	He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.  (NAS)





 5.	Salt which “becomes unsalty” (flavorless) is a picture of the unbeliever in the Lake of Fire.





Mark 9:48-50


48	where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 


49	"For everyone will be salted with fire. 


50	"Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it salty {again}? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another." 


(NAS)





 6.	The believer on earth is the “salt of the earth”.





Matthew 5:13


13	"You [believers] are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty {again}? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.  (NAS)





Since believers living in national entities are often the reason for the preservation of that national entity, salt is an unseen preserver.  As long as the disciples were alive (with the exception of the Apostle John), the nation Judah survived.





 7.	Loss of the preserver (salt) in Matthew 5:13 represents believers perpetually out of fellowship.





 8.	The “salt of the covenant”.





Leviticus 2:13


13	`Every grain offering of yours, moreover, you shall season with salt, so that the salt of the covenant of your God shall not be lacking from your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt.  (NAS)





A.	Customs of the ancient world whereby salt was used:





1)	Under the laws of hospitality:  if, as an enemy of the host, you both ate salt at his table, you were preserved from harm while in his house.





2)	As a sign of fulfilling a contract:  both parties in the contract ate salt as a symbol of agreement and abiding friendship.





B.	The symbolic application of the above two laws:





1)	Under the laws of hospitality:  God “ate salt” at the Cross--propitiation; man “eats salt” at the point of faith in Christ--reconciliation.  The believer is therefore no longer the enemy of God but eats at His table forever.





2)	As a contract:  we enter into the binding Covenant of Grace, which preserves us forever.
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