DOCTRINE OF DEATH SLEEP








A.	By way of definition, the word sleep is often used in the Bible to connote death for several reasons.





1.	The person asleep is inert like a corpse.





2.	Sleep is used for death to establish a resurrection analogy.  Just as the sleeper wakes up, so the dead will be resurrected.





3.	Often, but not always, sleep is a temporary loss of self-consciousness, therefore, it illustrates the soul leaving the body in death.





1)	There is no such thing as soul sleep.





2)	When sleep is used for death in the Bible, it always refers to the body, never the soul.





B.	Sleep is used to describe the believer in death in anticipation of resurrection. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;     1 Corinthians 15:51-53





C.	Death-sleep is used to describe the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline in Jeremiah 51:56-7 and Nahum 3:18-19





D.	Death-sleep is associated with reversionism and the sin unto death in Psalm 13:1-4.





E.	Death-sleep is associated with defeat in battle.  2 Kings 19:35; Psalm 76:6


