MAKING DISTINCTIONS





Distinction #2





The Danger of the Red-Letters





Have you ever heard such statements as these?  “If it’s not in red-letters, I don’t believe it,” or perhaps something like this:  “I try to live only by the red-letters in the Bible,” or perhaps, “If Jesus didn’t say it, I don’t believe it.”  All such statements might imply any one of several things.  1) nothing in the Bible is relevant to everyday living if it is outside the four Gospels; or 2) nothing written by Paul, or James, or John is relevant for everyday living if there are no red-letters in their writings; or 3) the entire Old Testament has no value because there are no red-letters in the Old Testament; or 4) only that portion of Scripture spoken by Jesus is inspired, infallible, and inerrant.





The phrase “red-letters” refers to the red-letters in a red-letter edition of the Bible, and a red-letter edition is one that has printed every word of Jesus in red-letters.  Actually, every Bible is not a red-letter edition.  Some Bibles are printed only in black and white.  This means that the words of Jesus are found in some Bibles in black and white and in other Bibles in red-letters.





The main value of possessing a red-letter edition is that the words spoken by Jesus are set apart from all other words because those things spoken by Him are in red-letters.  Some people prefer a red-letter edition of the Bible while others seem to have no preference.  However, there is a danger associated with red-letter versions, and bluntly put, the danger is this:  If anyone tries to live his or her life solely by the Bible’s red-letters, this person’s moment by moment spiritual walk is in great danger.  Now, be careful here.  I didn’t say that salvation is in danger.  I said the moment by-moment spiritual walk is in danger.  This is the walk between salvation and death.  This may seem to be a difficult statement to understand and to some it may even seem blasphemous since the red-letters of a red-letter version of the Bible are the Words attributed solely to Jesus Christ, God’s Son, the Messiah of Israel, the God-man, the Savior of mankind.





Herein lies the danger.  The Bible declares human history to be divided into four major time segments, each time segment being referred to as a dispensation of time.  The dispensations may be labeled as follows:  1) The Age of the Gentiles; 2) The Age of Israel; 3) The Church Age; and 4) The Age of Christ (also referred to as The Millennium).





Each dispensation has its on time frame.  The Age of the Gentiles ran from Adam to Moses.  The Age of Israel is divided into two segments, the first from Moses to Pentecost, AD 30, the second segment from the rapture of the church to the Second Advent of Christ.  The Church Age runs from Pentecost, AD 30, until the rapture of the church; and the Age of Christ runs from the Second Advent to the end of human history (a one thousand year period of time).





The interesting thing about each of these dispensations is that each has its own separate and distinct set of rules for the people to live by during their respective dispensation.  This means that the Bible teaches that there was a separate and distinct set of rules for the people living during the Age of the Gentiles.  This means that the Bible teaches that there was a separate and distinct set of rules for the people living during the Age of Israel.  This means that the Bible teaches that�
there is a separate and distinct set of rules for the people living during the Church Age (that’s you and me), and this means that the Bible teaches that there will be a separate and distinct set of rules for the people living during the Age of the Christ (the last one thousand years of human history).





A separate and distinct set of rules for each dispensation?  Yes, a separate and distinct set of rules for each dispensation, and this means that the set of rules set forth by God for each dispensation is so complete that there is no reason to look to the rules of another dispensation to complete the set of rules for any other dispensation.  Since each dispensation of time has its own complete set of rules, this means that the people living during the Age of the Gentiles did not have to look to the Age of Israel or the Church Age or the Age of Christ for more rules to live by because their set of rules didn’t cover every circumstance of life.  Their set of rules was complete!  This means that the people living during the Age of Israel did not have to look back to the Age of the Gentiles or forward to the Church Age or the Age of Christ for more rules to live by because their set of rules didn’t cover every circumstance of life.  Their set of rules was complete!  This means that the people living during the Church Age do not have to look back to the Age of the Gentiles or the Age of Israel or forward to the Age of Christ for more rules to live by because our set of rules do not cover every circumstance of life.  Our set of rules is complete!  Finally, this means that the people living during the Age of Christ, the millennium, will not have to look back to the Age of the Gentiles, the Age of Israel, or the Church Age for more rules to live by because their set of rules does not cover every circumstance of life.  Their set of rules will be complete!





It is imperative for any Christian to distinguish these four sets of rules and keep them separate in his mind.  If a Christian desires to be obedient to God, he must acknowledge the existence of these four separate and distinct sets of rules.  The danger lies in a failure to acknowledge their existence with the result that an application of a rule or rules associated with a particular dispensation is made or attempted to be made to some other dispensation.  This either jeopardizes or destroys the integrity and purpose of that dispensation in God’s plan.  Keep the rules separate!





What does all this mean?  It means that every Christian should learn to “rightly divide the Word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)  If the Christian fails to rightly divide the Word of truth, he might attempt to make application of a rule from the Age of the Gentiles, or a rule from the Age of Israel, or a rule from the Age of Christ to his Church Age life.  In many cases, this jeopardizes or destroys the integrity and purpose of God’s plan for believers during the Church Age.





It should be understood that while the Bible contains four separate and distinct sets of rules to live by, one for each separate and distinct dispensation of time, these four sets of rules contain both similarities and differences, and while there may be similarities, it is their differences that distinguish them from one another.  Yet, many Christians allow the similarities to blind them to the differences, and it is their differences that make them separate and distinct.  Similarities must be acknowledged if we are to be honest with ourselves, but in like manner, it is devastating to the Christian way of life’s moment-by-moment walk if we are not equally ready to acknowledge dispensational rule differences.





The Bible contains no contradictions, but apparent contradictions exist if the Word of God is not rightly divided.  Reconciliation of apparent contradictions occurs only when that which appears to be contradictory is interpreted within the framework of its proper dispensation.  This is, in part, the meaning of “rightly dividing the Word of truth.”  If the Word of God is not rightly divided, contradictions are created, thus giving the skeptic reason to distrust, disbelieve, and even reject the inspired, infallible, and inerrant Word of God, which raises an important question.  If the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God is distrusted, disbelieved, or rejected, how in this world will that person who has done so ever find and/or experience eternal salvation?  The answer is simple.  They won’t!  There are no contradictions in the Bible, but there are apparent contradictions created by those who fail to rightly divide the Word of truth.





One more thing needs to be considered before moving on to the danger of the red-letters.  The record of the four separate and distinct sets of rules should be considered.  While the Bible sets forth the existence of a separate and distinct set of rules for each of the four dispensations of time, a complete set of rules is only set forth in the Bible for the Age of Israel and the Church Age.  That a complete set of rules existed for the Age of the Gentiles is unquestioned for the following reason:  God destroyed the earth and its people during the Age of the Gentiles, and the justice of God as a divine attribute would not permit the destruction of earth’s people for violating non-existent rules, therefore, it is concluded that the rules established for the Age of the Gentiles was a complete set of rules even though the complete set is not recorded for us in the Bible.





While the existence of rules for the Age of Christ (His millennial reign) are biblically acknowledged, the Bible does not set forth a complete set of rules in writing.  Some of these rules are recorded for us in the Gospels, but the entire set of rules will not be completed until the millennial reign of Christ is established at the time of His second coming to earth.





This brings us now to consider the danger of the red-letters.  If for some reason, anyone is not aware of the fact that four separate and distinct sets of rules exist in the Bible, and a determination is made to live only by the rules associated with the red-letters in a red-letter edition, this person will jeopardize his or her own spiritual well-being.  How and why is this true?  The answer is simple.  The red-letters are the words of Jesus, and His words contain exhortations to live by three different sets of rules, and this is why it is absolutely imperative that the Christian understand the existence of four sets of rules in the Bible, and then understand to whom Jesus is speaking, and to which dispensation His address is applicable.  Are His words addressed to the people of the Age of Israel, or are they addressed to the Age of Christ, or are they addressed to the Church Age?





Let’s look at some examples of the red-letter words of Jesus discussing rules associated with three different dispensations.  We will look at some words of Jesus discussing Age of Israel rules.  We will look at some words of Jesus discussing Age of Christ rules.  We will also look at some words of Jesus discussing Church Age rules, and if the Christian does not acknowledge these distinctions, he will try to make application to his own life rules that apply to a different dispensation.





First, let’s look at some verses that combine both Age of Israel rules and Age of Christ (millennial kingdom) rules, neither of which apply to the Church Age.





Matthew 5:21	Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:


Matthew 5:22	But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 


(KJV)





In Matthew 5:21, “Ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time” is a reference to the Mosaic Law during the Age of Israel.  Jesus is quoting Exodus 20:13, “Thou shalt not kill.”





In Matthew 5:22, “But I say unto you,” is a reference to Kingdom Law, that is, the law associated with the literal, physical, earthly kingdom that Jesus was at that moment offering Israel as her Messiah.  This new law would be “That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”





Neither of these verses has any application to the Church Age or to a Christian.  They apply only to their respective dispensation, neither of which is the Church Age.  Do not try to make application of either of these passages to your life.





Here’s a second passage:





Matthew 5:27  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:


Matthew 5:28	But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. (KJV)





In Matthew 5:27, “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time” is again a reference to the Mosaic Law during the Age of Israel.  Jesus is quoting Exodus 20:14, “Thou shalt not commit adultery.”





In Matthew 5:28, the words “But I say unto you” is a reference to Kingdom Law, that is, the law associated with the literal, physical, earthly kingdom that Jesus was at that moment offering Israel as her Messiah.  This new law would be, “That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.”





Neither of these verses has any application to the Church Age or to a Christian.  They apply only to their respective dispensation, neither of which is the Church Age.  Do not try to make application of either of these passages to your life.





Here’s another passage:





Matthew 5:31  It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:


Matthew 5:32  But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. (KJV)





In Matthew 5:31, “It hath been said” is a reference to the Mosaic Law during the Age of Israel.  Jesus is quoting Deuteronomy 24:1, “When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.”  (KJV)





In Matthew 5:32, the “But I say unto you” is a reference to Kingdom Law, that is, the law associated with the literal, physical, earthly kingdom that Jesus was at that moment offering Israel as her Messiah.  This new law would be, “That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.”





Neither of these verses has any application to the Church Age or to a Christian.  They apply only to their respective dispensation, neither of which is the Church Age.  Do not try to make application of either of these passages to your life.





We could go on-and-on showing example after example of this same thing, but the principle will always be the same.  A distinction must be made between red-letter words of Jesus that refer to the Age of Israel under the Mosaic Law and those referring to the Age of Christ under Kingdom Law, neither of which have any application to the Church Age.





We have now seen red-letters representing the spoken words of Jesus that relate to two separate and distinct dispensations.  Now, we will look at more red-letter words that relate to a third dispensation, namely, the Church Age.





John, chapters 13-17, is referred to as the “Upper Room Discourse,” and this lengthy passage of Scripture is addressed to the disciples of Jesus, anticipating the coming Church Age.  Numerous verses throughout this passage indicate that the Church Age believer’s relationship to God through the Person of Jesus Christ is substantially different from the relationship of any other believer in any dispensation either past or future.  Some of these verses differentiating the Church Age believer from believers in all other dispensations are as follows:





John 14:20  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. (KJV)





The fact the believer is “in Christ” and Christ is “in you” is unique to the Church Age, and yet, this information is in red-letters.  No other believer in any other dispensation of time is ever said to be “in Christ” or “Christ in you.”





John 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. (KJV)





Here, the Church Age believer is referred to as a “branch,” and the branch is said to be “in me,” that is, “in Christ.”  This never occurs in any other dispensation other than the Church Age.





Again, we could go on-and-on, documenting evidence that within the red-letters of the Bible, the words of Jesus distinguish three separate and distinct dispensations of time, and unless the Christian is able to discern these distinctions he will most likely attempt to apply verses of Scripture to himself that are not so intended, and thereby, frustrate the plan of God for himself as a Church Age believer.





Let me illustrate just one passage that when misunderstood causes a faulty application to the life of a Church Age believer.





Luke 11:13  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (KJV)





The words of Luke 11:13 are red-letter words and are totally unrelated to the Church Age believer, and yet, there are multitudes of Christians who are being taught that this verse applies to Christians.  They are being told that once a person becomes saved he then becomes a candidate to receive the Holy Spirit who has not yet taken up residence within the new believer.  They are further told that when the Holy Spirit does take up residence, the Christian will give evidence because he will speak in tongues.  This experience is referred to as the baptism of the Holy Spirit with evidence of speaking in tongues.





The truth is that the Holy Spirit indwells every born-again Christian from the very moment of salvation.  The terminology for receiving the Holy Spirit after you are saved goes like this:  the believer is said to receive the Holy Spirit “subsequent to salvation,” meaning that the believer is available to receive the Holy Spirit AFTER salvation.  Only when the Word of God is NOT rightly divided is it possible to substantiate from Scripture that the Holy Spirit is received subsequent to salvation.





The notion that a Church Age believer becomes a candidate to receive the Holy Spirit subsequent to his salvation is destructive to the moment-by-moment spiritual walk demanded by God for the Church Age believer.  As the Church Age believer experiences the sufferings of this life, either deserved or undeserved, he seeks deliverance from these sufferings, but without a proper biblical solution, he will seek or will be taught to seek a false solution, namely, the baptism of the Holy Spirit with evidence of speaking in tongues.  The false notion is that this Christian can’t possibly be victorious over his sufferings without the anointing of the Holy Ghost, and if you don’t have the Holy Ghost living on the inside, you can’t possibly have victory.  This suffering believer is then sent chasing after the experience of speaking in tongues that defies two very important truths contained in God’s Word.  First, every Church Age believer has already received the indwelling Holy Spirit at the moment of his salvation, and second, every form of speaking in tongues ceased in AD 70 when Titus, the Roman military commander, defeated Israel.





The title of this document is “The Danger of the Red-letters.”  It has not been the intent of this author to discredit anything that appears in red-letters in the red-letter edition of the Bible.  It has been the intent of this author to state the danger in applying everything in red-letters to the life of the Church Age believer.  It is not now, nor has it ever been, the intent of God the Father who is the Author of His own plan for the Church Age believer to live under Inherent Law associated with the Age of the Gentiles, or to live under the Mosaic Law associated with the Age of Israel, or under Kingdom Law associated with the Age of Christ (millennial kingdom).  For the full benefit of God’s plan for the Church Age believer, he needs to look to the rules for living associated purely with the Church Age, and he should avoid at all cost the temptation to apply any rule to his Christian walk if that rule is associated with the Age of the Gentiles, the Age of Israel, or the Age of Christ.





Rightly divide the Word of truth or suffer the consequences of a failed Christian walk because you have failed to recognize the danger inherent in the red-letters of the Bible.





The choice is yours!
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