DRINKING: #2








1.	Four words in the Word of God are translated “wine”:  Three Hebrew (first three) and one Greek.





A.	Yayin:  Fermented wine like Noah, Nabel and the alcoholics of Ephraim drank.  It was used more in the OT than the other two words.





B.	Titrosh:  Non-fermented wine, often translated “new wine”, made for the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.





C.	Shekar:  Beer in the OT. It was made from pomegranates, honey or barley.  It is stronger than the 3.2% alcoholic beer today.





D.	Oinos:  This is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word “yayin”.  It sometimes means non-fermented wine (non-alcoholic) boiled juice of the grapes.





2.	Bible principles about drinking:





A.	Drunkenness and excessive drinking are sins and are not condoned in the Word of God:  Proverbs 20:1, 23:20





1)	Excessive eating is also a sin:  Deuteronomy 21:20; Proverbs 23:21.





2)	Mixed drinks--sin.  Isaiah 5:11, 22.





3)	Priests and prophets drank--no good.  Isaiah 28:7,8.





4)	Believers are commanded not to get drunk:  Romans 13:13; 1 Timothy 3:3, 8; 1 Corinthians 5;11, 6:10; 1 Peter 4:3; Ephesians 5:18.





5)	Believers should not be shocked when they see another believer drunk.  Just because a person becomes a believer does not mean he can in some instances stop drinking immediately, Ephesians 5:18.  They need another believer’s help through doctrine not through criticism.





B.	Case Histories:  Drunkenness condemned:





1)	Noah:  Genesis 9:21





2)	Nabal:  1 Samuel 25:36-37	Each of these have different 	repercussions.


3)	People of Ephraim:  Isaiah 28:1





4)	Lot:  Genesis 19:32





C.	Wine is permitted under certain conditions (Proverbs 31:4-7; 1 Timothy 5:23) as medicine--taken in small amounts for disorders of the brain and nervous system, stomach and circulatory system.





1)	When one is “about to perish” drinking in medicinal amounts is permitted.  It can be used as a sedative.  The “heavy heart” is one who needs help in deep affliction.





2)	When a person’s problems overcome so they become psychotic or neurotic, alcohol can be used as a sedative (under doctor’s orders in medicinal amounts).





3)	Wine (1 Timothy 5:23) for the stomach’s sake means Timothy had some type of gastric disorder but it didn’t warrant taking a “little nip”





D.	Definite prohibition of drinking:





1)	One in a position of leadership (Proverbs 31:4-5).  This means presidents, government leaders, congress, etc.  Drinking can impair judgment and slow down reflexes.  Leaders have to have good judgment in making decisions.  Drinking hinders clear thinking.  Proverbs 31:5.





2)	Wine and church leaders:  1 Timothy 3:8





E.	In church history, some have drunk wine with their meals in moderation, such as Calvin, Spurgeon, and Luther. There are areas of the world where believers drink wine at mealtime.  That does not mean we can use the activities of believers in other geographical areas.  Principle :Do not compare yourself to other believers.





F.	Moderation in drinking is ruled out when the laws of love and expediency are applied as well as the law of supreme sacrifice.  It can be a means of stumbling to the new believer or unbeliever.





G.	When a person, believer of unbeliever, permits his problems to overcome him, he uses drinking as sublimation.  A person should claim the Word under pressure, not sublimate.





H.	Jesus Christ turned the water to wine:  John 2:1-11.  This was real wine, alcoholic beverage, the best wine ever, but from v. 4, we know that He Himself did not drink.





3.	Negative effects of alcohol:





A.	Depressive, not a stimulant.  Creates impulsive behavior as well as abusive behavior.





B.	Diseases caused by drinking:





1)	Cirrhosis of the liver





2)	Delirium Tremens





3)	Psychosis:  Brain defect--lying to a fantastic degree





4)	Wernickes:  Affects the eyes





5)	Marchiafavis-Bigranis:  Brain disease





4.	The drinking problem is not an issue in salvation.  Jesus Christ is THE issue.  (Cf. Wedding Feast at Cana).  Faith alone opens the door to Heaven.  This is no loophole for drinking.  (Wives, do not nag husbands).
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