DISPENSATIONS





Introduction



A.	Definition:  1) A Dispensation is a period of human history expressed from Divine viewpoint (God’s point of view).  2) The Divine outline of human history.



B.	Key vocabulary terms:  chronos, kairos, oikonomia, aion.



1.	chronos:



a.	This word means “succession of events.”



[	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x	x]

							A succession of events in time



b.	“chronos” is translated “times” in Acts 1:7.



c.	Example of “chronos” related to Israel:



The period of the Patriarchs;  Abraham to Moses

The period of the Mosaic Law and the life of Moses.

The period of the prophets.

The period of the 5th cycle of discipline.

The period of Israel restored.



d.	“times” (Acts 1:7) looks at the history of the human race from the standpoint of Israel.



2.	kairos:



a.	This word refers to “a succession of events broken up into segments” or “time broken up into periods, epochs, or eras.”



b.	“kairos” is translated “seasons” in Acts 1:7.



c.	This is “time” broken up into Dispensations.
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		Gentiles				Israel				Church			Israel			Christ		



d.	“kairos” is just one of the Greek words for Dispensations, or time divided up.



3.	oikonomia:



a.	This word is sometimes translated “dispensation” and sometimes “stewardship.”  (Ephesians 3;2; Colossians 1:25)



b.	The Greek word refers to “ the administration of an estate or a household.”



1)	In the ancient world, estates had administrators; farms had administrators.



2)	Under an agricultural economy, a steward or an administrator was one who had charge of the estate.



c.	In each dispensation, God appoints stewards or human administrators to fulfill His purposes.



d.	The name of each Dispensation is derived from the name of its administrator.



Administrator								Dispensation



Believing Gentiles	Age of the Gentiles

Believers in Israel	Age of Israel

Believers in the Church	Age of the Church

Christ	Age of Christ (Millennium)



4.	aion:



a.	This word is translated “age.” (Colossians 1:26)  It should be translated “age” in Matthew 24:3.



b.	The word “age” is used either for an entire Dispensation or a part of a dispensation.



1)	When used in connection with the Church, it refers to the entire Dispensation.



2)	When it is used for the Tribulation, it is used for only part of the Age of Israel.



c.	The words “age” and “dispensation” are synonymous.



C.	The following information outlines the four Dispensations of human history from God’s viewpoint.



Age of the Gentiles



A.	Outline:  Genesis 1-11	Scofield’s Designation



Age of Positive Volition:  Chapter 2	Age of Innocence

Age of Negative Volition:  Chapter 3	Age of Conscience

Age of Nationalism:  Chapter 11	Age of Human Government



B.	Characteristics:



1.	One language.



2.	One race of people.



3.	Four Divine Institutions developed by God and attacked by Satan.



a	Attack on POSITIVE VOLITION.  (Genesis 3)



b.	Attack on MARRIAGE and the FAMILY.  (Genesis 6)

(angelic infiltration of the human race)



c.	Attack on NATIONALISM.  (Genesis 11:1-9)



4.	Scope:  From Adam to the Tower of Babel.



5.	No Canon of Scripture.  (The people had revelation, but not in written form.)



6.	Salvation was by faith in Christ, just as it is today.



7.	No basic missionary agency.  (Home base for evangelism was the family.)



Age of Israel



A.	Outline:  Genesis 12 through Malachi, minus millennial passages, such as Isaiah 11; 35; 65.  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are included in the Dispensation of Israel.  John 13-17 belongs to the Church Age.  Revelation 6-19 belongs to the Age of Israel.



B.	The Dispensation of Israel is divided into three major periods:



1.	The Period of the Patriarchs:  Abraham to Moses.



2.	The Period of the Law:  Moses to Christ.



3.	The Period of the Tribulation:  Rapture to Second Advent.



C.	Characteristics:



1.	Many languages:  people separated into nations.



2.	Many races of people.



3.	Specific missionary agency:  The saved people of Israel.  (Israel was to present the Gospel to people speaking many languages.  Abraham was the founder of this missionary base.  Abraham was a Gentile who became a Jew by God designating him as a Jew.



4.	Discipline was provided by God when Israel failed to function.  (See Leviticus 26:  The Five Cycles of Discipline)



5.	Scope:  From Abraham to the Second Advent of Christ, minus the Church Age.

�6.	Salvation come through faith in Christ, not by keeping the Mosaic Law.



7.	Spirituality was achieved by the use of the faith-rest technique.



Age of the Church



A.	Outline:  John 13-17; Acts; New Testament Epistles, except for certain passages dealing with the Tribulation; and Revelation 1-3.



1.	Pre-Canon Period:  from Pentecost to the completion of the New Testament Canon in 96 A. D. when John wrote the Book of Revelation.



2.	Post-Canon Period:  from 96 A. D. to the Rapture.



B.	Characteristics:  (believer’s unique assets)



1.	Positional truth:  Union with Christ.  (Christianity is not a religion.  It is a relationship with Jesus Christ.)



2.	The universal indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ (for fellowship).



3.	The universal indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  (Only a few Old Testament saints were indwelt, and then only temporarily for special purposes.)



4.	The universal priesthood of the believer.  (Never before has God given so much power and meaning to a believer.  Every believer is an ambassador for Christ, and therefore, in full-time Christian service.)



5.	A completed Canon of Scripture after 96 A. D. 



6.	A supernatural way of life.  (This is nothing that comes from man’s human nature that pleases God.)



7.	The filling with the Holy Spirit.  (This is the means of executing the supernatural way of life.)



8.	Salvation comes through faith in Christ.



Age of Christ (Millennium)



A.	Outline:  Isaiah 11; 35; 62; 65 and many other Old Testament passages; Revelation 20.



1.	Second Advent of Christ.



2.	The Baptism of fire.  (Christ will separate believers from unbelievers at the beginning of the millennium.)



3.	Perfect environment for 1,000 years.



4.	At the end of 1,000 years, the second advent of Satan and the final revolt against God.



5.	The destruction of the universe.



6.	The Great White Throne Judgment. (Revelation 20:11-15)



B.	Characteristics:



1.	No religion on earth.



2.	Greatest period of spirituality ever known on earth.  (Joel 2:28-29; Isaiah 65:24



3.	Israel is restored as a nation to God.  (Jews will remain disbursed throughout the world until the Second Advent of Christ.)  (Zechariah 8:20-23; Isaiah 35:3-10; 65:19 ) (Present day Zionism is a political movement, not a spiritual movement.  It is an attempt on the part of Satan to place the Jews in Israel before the second advent of Christ.)



4.	Universalism will be on a bonafide scale for the first time.  When Christ returns to reign on earth, internationalism will be legitimate as Christ is the sole ruler.  World peace results.



a.	Universal peace:  Isaiah 2:4; Hosea 2:18.



b.	Universal prosperity:  Psalms 72:7, 16.



c.	Universal knowledge of God:  Isaiah 11:9.



d.	Perfect world government:  Zechariah 14:9; Isaiah 11:1-2; Psalms 72.



5.	Radical changes in nature:



a.	Creation loosed from its bondage under sin.  (Romans 8:19-22)



b.	Animals loosed from their ferocity.  (Isaiah 11:6-9; 65:25)



c.	Plant life will abound.  (Isaiah 35:1, 2, 7)



6.	Unbelievers are removed from the earth at the beginning of the millennium.



7.	Life will be extended on earth.  Capital punishment will be used.  There will be perfect justice by a perfect judge.  There will be immediate punishment for sin.



8.	Salvation will come by faith in Christ.  Old Testament sacrifices will be resumed.







c:\basics\dspnstn.doc

� DATE  \l �9/17/96�, � TIME �9:37 AM�

� PAGE �
5
�










