LIVING ON THE WRONG SIDE OF THE EQUATION








Text: Romans 6:6; Colossians 3:9, 10; Ephesians 4:24





Thesis:  There are two sides to life’s equation--the old-man side and the new-man side, and the old-man’s side is the wrong side of the equation for the Christian to live on.





This morning, I want to talk to you as a father talking to his child--knocking off the rough edges.





My concern is that I am hearing some of you say things that give evidence that you are living on the wrong side of the equation.





Let’s establish the two sides of the equation:  old-man’s side and new-man’s side





the old man’s side





Romans 6:6	Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (KJV)





Colossians 3:9  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; (KJV)





the new man’s side





Ephesians 4:24  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)





Colossians 3:10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)





Identifying Marks of Living on the Old Man’s Side


(You are doomed to spiritual failure when you live on this side of the equation)





 1.	God seems so far away.





 2.	Mental depression (not physiologically caused).





 3.	I don’t seem to be having any impact for God.





 4.	(Anytime you say “you feel . . .”)  The Christian way of life doesn’t run on feelings.





 5.	fear.





 6.	worry (don’t say “I know but . . . ”  I said, “worry.”)





 7.	complaining.





 8.	whining while talking (indicates looking for sympathy;  you don’t need sympathy; you need truth)


�



 9.	Saying “I don’t agree with what my Pastor just said” when what you should have said was “I don’t understand what he is talking about.”





10.	Trying to justify your actions when you secretly know that you are wrong about what you are thinking, or saying, or doing.





11.	It’s so difficult.  (No, it’s impossible from your old-man.)





12.	It’s so hard.  (No, it’s impossible from your old-man.)





13.	I feel so inadequate.  (That’s the problem. You are from your old-man.)





14.	Everybody gets down at sometime don’t they?  (Not if you’re living out of your new-man.)





15.	I’m so weak.  (How about helpless!)





16.	My life is broken.





17.	My life is empty.





18.	I have sin in my life.





19.	Saying things about people that do not edify.





20.	Impatience in the area of ministerial results.





21.	Your circumstances control you.





Testing Your Own Spiritual Temperature





Listen to what you are saying.





Think before you speak.





Solutions to “old-man” Living





confess (name the sin) - if you have sinned


repent (change your mind) - if your viewpoint is wrong


yield (to the Holy Spirit) - if you are living in the energy of your own strength


interpret your circumstance in light of truth


apply all truth pertinent to your circumstance





We need to be able to remind each other to “change sides of the equation,” or to say, “You are living on the wrong side of the equation.”
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