EIGHT BIBLICAL APPROACHES TO THE

ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER





I want to be very clear from the very beginning.  I believe that the Bible teaches the concept of “the eternal security of the believer,” and when I say “the eternal security of the believer” I mean “once saved, always saved.”



You might ask me, “Pastor, do you really believe “once saved, always saved?” And I answer, “Not only do I believe “once saved, always saved,” I preach “once saved, always saved,” and I further believe that it’s heresy to teach that man can lose his salvation.



Many people argue that man can lose his salvation, once he has attained it.  To them, salvation is something to be worked for, and then held onto once attained.



Brethren, no amount of good works ever saved anyone.

And furthermore, salvation is not something that can be held onto once it is attained.



THAT’S MAN’S THINKING, NOT GOD’S THINKING.



The concept of working for one’s salvation is foreign to the Word of God, and

The concept of holding onto one’s salvation is even more foreign to the Word of God.



God doesn’t tell anyone to work for his/her salvation,

And He doesn’t tell us that we need to hold onto our salvation once we attain it.



THAT’S MAN’S THINKING, NOT GOD’S THINKING.



You see, the Bible says, “God has a way of thinking, and man has a way of thinking.”



Isaiah 55:8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. (KJV)



It is the very nature of man to believe that there is some good thing that he must do to please God so that God will save him.



That’s man’s thinking.

God thinks differently.



Man says, “Lord, here are my good deeds as an offering to you.”

God says, “Your works are not good enough to save you.”



Cain represents the thinking of the natural man.

Abel represents the person who thinks like God thinks.



Cain offered God the fruit of his labors, and God rejected Cain’s fruit.

Abel offered God a blood sacrifice, and God was satisfied.



Listen to the passage:  Genesis 4:1-15



Genesis 4:1-15  (NIV)

1	Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man." 

2	Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 

3	In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 

4	But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 

5	but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 

6	Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 

7	If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." 

8	Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

9	Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?" 

10	The LORD said, "What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the ground. 

11	Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 

12	When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth." 

13	Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is more than I can bear. 

14	Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me." 

15	But the LORD said to him, "Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over." Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. (NIV)



Principle:  Nothing has changed, brethren.  Regarding our salvation, God desires the blood of a sacrifice, not the fruit of our labor.



And an interesting thing to note, brethren, is that, today, the person who believes that man is saved by his good works can become just as violent toward those who practice the sufficiency of the blood of Christ, as Cain was toward his brother Abel.



Let Me Talk About Good Works for Just  A Minute



If we as Christians are so foolish as to believe that a man’s good works will save him, I think we ought to understand what God thinks about the good works of a lost man.



Isaiah 64:6

6	But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. (KJV)



6	For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. (NAS)



6	All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. (NIV)



6	We are all infected and impure with sin. When we put on our prized robes of righteousness, we find they are but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves we fade, wither and fall. And our sins, like the wind, sweep us away. (TLB)
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We sing about the blood of Christ.  We preach about the blood.  We shout about the blood.  And many Christians would literally fight the person who would malign the blood of Christ -- and then we turn right around and tell the world that God can’t save us unless we produce good works sufficient for God to save us.



We preach about the blood of Christ, and then tell people that if they don’t stop smoking, don’t stop drinking, don’t stop fornicating, and don’t stop everything else that we think is sinful, God can’t save them.



Isaiah says in Isaiah 55:8, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.”  (KJV)



Man says, “Stop fornicating.”

God says, “Faith in My Son.”



Man says, “Stop drinking.”

God says, “Faith in My Son.”



Man says, “Stop murdering.”

God says, “Faith in My Son.”



Man will never completely understand how to become saved until he understands the “eternal security of the believer” or “once saved, always saved.”



In like manner, man will never understand the “eternal security of the believer” or “once saved, always saved” until he understands how to become saved.



Man is saved by faith alone in Christ alone.



Now, let’s begin to look at the eight biblical approaches to the eternal security of the believer.



1.	Positional Approach (Romans 8:1)



Romans 8:1  "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."  (NAS)



Romans 8:1  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, (NIV)



Romans 8:1  So there is now no condemnation awaiting those who belong to Christ Jesus. (TLB)



Romans 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (KJV)



A.	The members of the human race stand in one of two positions:  "in Adam" or "in Christ."



1 Corinthians 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. (KJV)



1)	When man is born physically, he is said to be "in Adam.



2)	When man has been born again, he is said to be "in Christ."



B.	It is possible that a person may never change positions.



1)	Those who are born "in Adam" may remain "in Adam.''



2)	To remain "in Adam" means . . .



to remain condemned.

to have never become saved.



C.	It is possible to change positions one time:



1)	Man can change from being "in Adam" to "in Christ," but no man can ever change from being "in Christ" to being "in Adam.”



2)	The point is this:



a.	Salvation is a one way street--out of Adam and into Christ.



b.	Salvation, once given by God to any man who believes, cannot be reversed.



c.	It is no more possible for a man to reverse his salvation and become lost than it is for a child to reverse his physical birth and return to his mother's womb.



"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." (Rom. 8:1)



2.	Logical Approach (Rom. 5:1, 9, 10, 15. 17, 20)



The “logical approach” to the eternal security of the believer takes into consideration a form of logic (reasoning) used by the Apostle Paul when he wrote to the Corinthian Christians.



Listen to what I am saying.  I am saying that Paul used a form of logic to prove his point when writing to the Corinthian Christians.  Paul reasoned with the Corinthian Christians.  This means that Paul required the Corinthians to use their minds.  Paul’s message to the Corinthians required them to think, and brethren, there is no excuse for any Christian who refuses to think.



There is present among Christians, today, the practice of substituting emotion for reason.  There is present among Christians, today, the practice of substituting feelings for sound doctrine.  Emotions will never take the place of reason, and feelings will never take the place of sound doctrine.



Two things are important to our understanding at this point:



1)	Nowhere in the Bible are we ever told that the Christian way of life is related to feeling anything, and the Holy Spirit is never felt.  The Holy Spirit is not related to a feeling.



2)	Mankind’s most basic problem is a lack of understanding of God’s Word.  The Apostle Paul calls this lack of understanding “ignorance.”  On twelve occasions, the Apostle Paul uses the word “ignorance” and indicates that we as Christians should avoid it.  Listen to the Apostle Paul:



Rom 1:13  Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.   (KJV)



Rom 10:3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.   (KJV)



Rom 11:25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.   (KJV)



1 Cor 10:1  Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;   (KJV)



1 Cor 12:1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.   (KJV)



1 Cor 14:38  But if any man be ignorant, . . .  (KJV)



2 Cor 1:8  For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:   (KJV)



2 Cor 2:11  Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.   (KJV)



1Thes 4:13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.   (KJV)



Heb 5:2  Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity.   (KJV)



2 Pet 3:5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:   (KJV)



2 Pet 3:8  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.   (KJV)



Ignorance results from a lack of understanding, and sometimes that lack of understanding is the result of an unwillingness to think; and I am unwilling to think I will never escape the judgment of Almighty God for ignorance that is the result of my own unwillingness to think.  I may use hundreds of excuses to explain away my unwillingness to think, but God will accept none of them.  Lack of education is no excuse.  Being poor is no excuse.  The color of a man’s skin is no excuse.  There are no excuses for an unwillingness to think.  The real challenge in the Christian way of life is not to get a feeling, but to THINK.  And that being the case, Paul is about to require us to THINK.  He is going to use a form of logic known as “AFORTIORI” logic that goes like this:  IF GOD DID THE MOST HE COULD DO TO SAVE MANKIND, HE WILL DO MUCH MORE THAN THE MOST FOR MANKIND AFTER THEY ARE SAVED.  When this logic is applied to the Christian way of life, the application goes like this:



IF GOD DID THE MOST FOR CHRISTIANS BY JUSTIFYING THEM WHEN HE SAVED THEM, HE WILL DO MUCH MORE THAN THE MOST BY GIVING THEM ETERNAL SALVATION NOW THAT THEY ARE JUSTIFIED.



The key to Paul’s afortiori logic is found in his use of the phrase “MUCH MORE.”



Listen to Paul’s afortiori logic:



Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (v. 1)



MUCH MORE then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. (v. 9)



For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, MUCH MORE, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. (v. 10)



But not as the offence, so also is the free gift.  For if through the offence of one many be dead, MUCH MORE the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. (v. 15)



For if by one man's offence death reigned by one: MUCH MORE they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ." (v. 17)



Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.  But where sin abounded, grace did MUCH MORE abound-" (v. 20)



A.	Five times in these passages Paul uses the phrase, "MUCH MORE."



B.	Again, this phrase is used as a form of logic known as “a fortiori” logic which goes like this:  If God has done THE MOST He can do in order to save us, He will do MUCH MORE than the most to keep us saved.



C.	In other words, God did not exhaust His grace resources in providing salvation for the human race; therefore, if His grace is sufficient to save us, it is abundantly more sufficient to keep us saved after we are saved.



                                                                              /

______________THE MOST________________/______MUCH MORE THAN THE MOST______

	before salvation	after salvation





3.	God's Hand Approach -(Jn. 10:27-28; Ps. 37:24)



This approach says that at the moment of salvation, the new believer is placed in the hand of God and that being so, God is responsible to hold onto the believer, the believer is not responsible to hold onto God.



Let me illustrate this:  (Let Cody represent God.  Let me represent a believer.  Instead of shaking hands, grasp Cody by the wrist and let him grasp me by the wrist.  Now, note that when I let go of Cody’s wrist, he still holds onto me.  That’s the meaning of John 10:27.  Now, have Cody let go of my wrist and have me hold onto his wrist.  That is just the opposite of what God is telling us in John 10:27.



Listen to John 10:27:



"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

"And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, NEITHER SHALL ANY MAN PLUCK THEM OUT OF MY HAND." (Jn. 10:27-28)



"Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord UPHOLDETH HIM WITH HIS HAND." (Ps. 37:24)



Though he fall is a reference to a believer who has committed a sin.



he shall not be utterly cast down means that the sinning believer has not lost his salvation.



Why does the sinning believer not lose his salvation?  Because God upholds the sinning believer with His hand.



A.	The Word of God says that the believer is held securely in the hand of God.



B.	Satan has deceived many into believing that man has to hang-on-to-God.



C.	The truth of the Scripture is that God is required to hang-on-to-His children.



D.	Two arguments against this approach:



1.	Satan is not ANY MAN, therefore, Satan can pluck you out of God's hand.



2.	An individual can pluck himself out of God's hand because he is not ANY MAN.



E.	Answer to the two above arguments: "any man" is the Greek indefinite pronoun  tij   and can be translated "anyone, anything" which includes Satan or the sinning individual.



F.	The point is this: This passage is saying that not one of God’s sheep can lose their salvation under any condition.



G.	Learn from the following diagram:





_____________lost man believes___X___________________believer lives right____________

	salvation	blessing in time & reward in eternity





"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

"And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, NEITHER SHALL ANY MAN PLUCK THEM OUT OF MY HAND." (Jn. 10:27-28)



"Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord UPHOLDETH HIM WITH HIS HAND." (Ps. 37:24)



A.	The Word of God says that the believer is held securely in the hand of God.



B.	Satan has deceived many into believing that man has to hang-on-to-God.



C.	The truth of the Scripture is that God is required to hang-on-to-His children.



D.	Arguments against this approach:



1.	Satan is not ANY MAN, therefore, Satan can pluck you out of God's hand.



2.	An individual can pluck himself out of God's hand because he is not ANY MAN.



E.	Answer to above arguments: "any man" is the Greek indefinite pronoun  tij   and can be translated "anyone, anything" which includes Satan or the sinning individual.



F.	The point is this: This passage is saying that one of His sheep cannot lose their salvation under any condition.



4.	Experiential Approach (2 Tim. 2:13)



"If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful:  He cannot deny Himself." (v. 13)



A.	Paul is writing to believers, i.e., people who have already believed in Christ.



B.	Two things are important in this verse:



1)	First, the word "if."



a.	This is a first class condition, and means "if, and it's true."



b.	The strong implication is that even after a person has believed in Jesus, and is saved, it is possible for that person to disbelieve at a later date.



c.	The question then arises about whether or not that person is still saved because he now disbelieves.



d.	Paul answers that question with the following statement:



"yet He abideth faithful:  He cannot deny Himself." (v. 13)



2)	"yet He abideth faithful:  he cannot deny Himself."



a.	Paul is saying that even though we may disbelieve, after believing, that God will continue to be faithful.



b.	The reason given is that God "cannot deny Himself," i.e., God will not go back on His word.



Illustration:  In John 3:16, God says that if we believe in Christ, He will give us everlasting life.  Everlasting life lasts forever.  If He gives us everlasting life, and then takes it away from us, then what He gave us in the beginning was not everlasting life.  This, in effect, would make God a liar, which He is not.  Reason: He cannot deny Himself.  He cannot go back on His word, even though you and I might.



5.	Family Approach (Galatians 3:26)



"For ye are all the children (sons) of God by faith in Christ Jesus. (v. 26)



A.	Paul’s point is this:



1)	By faith in Christ Jesus, we are born into the family of God, and once we are born into the family of God, there is nothing we can do to get "unborn" out of the family of God.



2)	Let me illustrate: When a child is born to its parents, it automatically becomes a member of that family, and there is nothing that that child can do to lose its family RELATIONSHIP:  won't make his bed, won't clean up her room, fails the 10th grade, flunks out of college, gets a dishonorable discharge from the military, murders the preacher, bears a child out of wedlock--but the child is still a member of the family.



You might pack his bags and send him away, legally change your name, legally change the child’s name--but the child is still a member of the family.



3)	In a similar manner, once you are born into the family of God, you are a member of God’s family forever.  Perhaps a disobedient child, but no-less a member of the family of God.



6.	Title-deed Approach (Jude 24, 25)



"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,

"To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power (authority), both now and forever.” (vv. 24, 25)



A.	When I bought my car, I was given a title that indicated I had ownership of that car.



B.	When a person is saved, God takes title to that person's life indicating His ownership of that life.



C.	The verb "keep" (v. 24) is the Greek word  fullassw  which means "to protect, to care for, to guard.”



D.	The point is this:  When you become a child of God, God takes title to your life, and He will do everything to protect, to care for, to guard against you losing your salvation.



 7.	Greek Tense Approach

A.	Perfect Tense: (Eph. 2:8-9)  “.....   are ye saved.....”

"For by grace ARE YE SAVED through faith . . .”  (v. 8)



1.	The perfect tense denotes an action completed in the past with emphasis on the existing results; therefore, this verse can legitimately be translated, "For by grace are ye saved in the past with the result that you keep on being saved forever.”



B.	Aorist Tense: (Acts 16:31)  “. . . believe . . .”



“And they said, BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." (v. 31)



1.	The word "believe” is an aorist tense verb.



2.	The Greek aorist tense denotes a completed action, something that takes place at a point in time and has ended.



3.	The point this:  the type of belief in Jesus Christ that saves is a single act of belief at a given point in time, and the very nature of this belief is such that it does not have to be repeated.



4.	Once a person has believed in Christ, they never have to believe again.



8.	Body Approach (1 Corinthians 12:12)



"FOR AS THE BODY IS ONE, and hath many members, and ALL THE MEMBERS OF THAT ONE BODY, being many, ARE ONE BODY: so also is Christ.,” (v. 12)



A.	The point is this:



1)	For the body to be one (whole), it must have all it's members:  fingers, toes, eyes, ears, etc.



2)	Every believer is a member of the Body of Christ.



3)	Once a member is added to the Body of Christ, God never amputates (cuts-off) any of the members; otherwise, the Body would not be one (whole).



4)	You may be a blind eye, a deaf ear, a sore toe, or a withered hand, but you are still a member of the Body of Christ.



5)	The Body of Christ will be presented to God the Father as whole Body, a complete Body, at the next coming of Christ (the rapture).





Summary:  There are eight biblical approaches to the eternal security of the believer:



1.	Positional Approach (Rom. 8:1)



2.	Logical Approach (Rom. 5:1, 9, 10, 15. 17, 20)



3.	God's Hand Approach (Jn. 10:28; Ps. 37:24)



4.	Experiential Approach (2 Tim. 2:13)



5.	Family Approach (Gal. 3:26)



6.	Title-deed Approach (Jude 24, 25)



7.	Greek Tense Approach (Eph. 2:8-9)



8.	Body Approach (1 Cor. 12:12)



Conclusion



We have just finished what I consider to be the positive side of the eternal security of the believer.  Now, I  want to turn our attention what I call the negative side of this subject.  On the positive side, I have declared what the Bible teaches about the eternal security of the believer.  Now, on the negative side, I will show why certain passages that are thought to teach that man can lose his salvation, in fact, do not teach that man can lose his salvation.



�NEGATIVE APPROACH TO THE ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER





The following persons and passages do not teach that man can lose his salvation, although they are used to teach that man can lose his salvation.  Dakes Annotated Bible erroneously makes falling from grace equivalent to loss of salvation.  Remember, falling from grace does not mean loss of salvation.



 1.	Adam and Eve.



 2.	Holy Angels.



 3.	Judas.



 4.	Ananias and Sapphira.



 5.	Hebrews 6:4-6



6.	Galatians 5:4



 7.	John 15:1-10




Hebrews 6:4-6






4	For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 


5	And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 

6	If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. (KJV)






 1.	
This Book is being written to Jews.  That
’
s why it is called 
“Hebrews.
”





 2.	If you do not have a good understanding 
of the Jewish religion as practiced 
in the days of Jesus,
 
you will misinterpret this verse.
  IT DOESNT TEACH THAT A MAN CAN LOSE HIS SALVATION!





 3.	You must first understand
 the background of this passage.





Jewish Christians are being persuaded to 
add the practice of the Mosaic Law to their faith in Christ
 for salvation
.
  The Jewish Christians are being told that if they sin after they are saved, that need to
 make an animal sacrifice, 
in accordance with
 the Mosaic Law, 
i
n order to receive forgiveness of their sins.






 
4
.	Now, get the picture brethren -- Jewish Christians making animal sacrifice for sins comm
itted after 
they are saved
 when the King of Kings and Lord of Lords has 
already 
pai
d the penalty for sins
 of the world
, once and for all, on calvary
’
s cross.
  It should be clear that if animal sacrifices could not take away sins before the cross, 
they cannot take away sins after the cross, and yet, the Book of Hebrews is telling us tha
t someone had come to these Jewish Christians and was promoting animal sacrifice to these 
Christians.  Brethren this is the background for this passage.






 5.	Now, lets consider the passage itself:





A.	The
 following terminology indicates that the people who rtece
ived this letter were Christians:






those who were once enlightened



and have tasted of the heavenly gift



and were ma
de partakers of the Holy Ghost,



a
nd have tasted the good word of God, 



and 
[ have tasted of ] 
the powers of the world to come






Conc
lusion:
  These are terms that mean that the
 person who has done these things i
s saved.






B.	
Verse 6 says, 
“
if they shall fall away
.
”
  The big question is what does 
“
falling away
”
 
mean?




1)	Some say it means to 
“
fall away
”
 from salvation, that is, lose your salvation.






2)	
I
 
believe that it means to 
no longer believe that the work of Jesus Christ on the cro
ss is sufficient to save, but that returning to the practice
s
 of 
the Mosaic Law is 
a req
uirement for salvation.





This is the true meaning of 
“
falling from grace.
”
  Falling from grace doe
s
n
’
t mean loss of salvation.  Falling from grace means 
to 
switch 
from a grace method of operation to a 
law me
thod of operation.






3)	
“
falling from grace
”
 results in 
breaking 
fellowship
 with God
, not loss of salvation.




A.	The person who 
breaks
 fellowship 






C.	
It should be understood that the O.T. animal sacrifice was something that was accomplished
 publicly.
  Therefore, if a Christian made an animal sacrifice after Jesus died on the cross, that s
acrifice would also have to be made publicly.




D.	And if a Christian made an animal sacrifice after Jesus died on the cross, that Christi
an would be
 
publicly shaming Christ
 because they would be saying that the death of Christ was not sufficient to save them.  B
y their very act of sacrificing an animal they would be sa
y
ing to the world that the work 
of Christ on the cross was insufficient to save without the adding of the animal sacrifice
.






E.	
Everytime an animal was sacrificed in the O.T. it was a picture of Jesus dying on the cros
s for the sins of the world.  The animal sa
c
rifices pointed to a future time when Je
s
us Ch
rist would
 die on the cross for the sins 
of the world.  
Since Christ dying on the cross was th
e
 reality of what was pictured in the O.T. sacrifice,
 
once Christ died on the cross, there was no more need to sacrifice another animal because 
the death of Christ was sufficient to pay the penalty for the sins of the world.





F.	
“
Verse 6 says, 
“
to renew them again unto repentance.
”
  This means to restore a sinning saint to fellowship with God.




The point is this:
  
After the death of Christ on the cross, 
it is impossible to restore a sinning saint to fellowship through 
animal 
sacrifice.






G.	
If this passage taught loss of salvation, and it doesn
’
t, this passage would teach that the person who lost his salvation could never be saved ag
ain.
  (Note the followi
ng statement.)





“
 . . . it is impossible . . . if they shall fall away . . . to renew them again unto repen
tance . . .
”





�
Galatians 5:4








Gal 5:1-4

1	Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.


2	Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.

3	For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.

4	Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.
  
(KJV)



Gal 5:1-4

1	It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

2	Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.

3	And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.

4	You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
  
(NAS)



Gal 5:1-4

1	It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

2	Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all.

3	Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law.

4	You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.
  
(NIV)



Gal 5:1-4

1	So Christ has made us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don't get all tied up again in the chains of slavery to Jewish laws and ceremonies.

2	Listen to me, for this is serious: if you are counting on circumcision and keeping the Jewish laws to make you right with God, then Christ cannot save you.

3	I'll say it again. Anyone trying to find favor with God by being circumcised must always obey every other Jewish law or perish.

4	Christ is useless to you if you are counting on clearing your debt to God by keeping those laws; you are lost from God's grace.
  
(TLB)





 1.	This phrase cannot be understood unless it is undertood 



Eternal Security of the Believer . . .
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