ESSENCE OF GOD:  DOCTRINE OF





Introduction:



A.	Existence of God.



1)	The Bible does not seek to prove the existence of God, it assumes it to be true.



2)	Only the fool denies His existence.



Psalm 14:1a

1	The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God."  (NAS)



3)	Both the Scriptures and the laws of divine establishment attest to the fact of a Supreme Being.



B.	Comprehending the essence of the Triune Godhead.



1)	We must recognize that man has definite limitations in perceiving spiritual phenomena.



1 Corinthians 2:14-15

14	But a natural [soulish i.e., unsaved] man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised [discerned]. 

15	But he [believer] who is spiritual [in a proper adjustment to and filled with the Holy Spirit] appraises [discerns] all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man.  (Expanded Translation)



2)	Three systems of human perception.



a.	Rationalism:  means that the mind is the criterion for reality.  This is perception through reason or logical comprehension.



b.	Empiricism:  involves the sensory system, the scientific method of perception through observation and experimentation.  Reality in empiricism is what you smell, see, hear, taste or feel.



c.	Faith:  the means of perception which accepts an established criterion as the basis of reality; hence, it is tantamount to confidence or belief in the authority and veracity of another.



Faith is the only system of perception which is common to all members of the human race.



Faith is a nonmeritorious system; therefore it is the sole means of perceiving spiritual phenomena.

2 Corinthians 5:7

7	for we walk by faith, not by sight--  (NAS)



Hebrews 11:1, 6

1	Now faith is the assurance of {things} hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 



6	And without faith it is impossible to please {Him}, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and {that} He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  (NAS)



Conclusion:  Comprehension of the doctrines of the Trinity and of divine essence by either rationalism or empiricism will inevitably result in rejection.  They must be perceived spiritually and accepted by faith on the authority of the Word of God.



Body



 1.	Definition:  Essence is “that which makes something what it is; intrinsic, fundamental nature; essential being; its true substance.”  New World Dictionary of the American Language, p. 478.



 2.	The phrase divine essence or essence of God is the description of the characteristics which belong to all three members of the Godhead.



 3.	There are ten characteristics which comprise the essence of God:  sovereignty, eternal life, love, perfect justice, absolute righteousness, omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence, immutability and veracity.



 4.	Oneness of God.



A.	God is declared in many passages to be one God.



Deuteronomy 6:4

4	"Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!  (NAS)



1 Timothy 2:5

5	For there is one God, {and} one mediator also between God and men, {the} man Christ Jesus,  (NAS)



B.	Yet the Bible clearly reveals three separate persons to whom all the attributes of divine essence are ascribed:  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.



Isaiah 48:12-13, 16

12	"Listen to Me [preincarnate person of Jesus Christ], O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the last. [cf. Revelation 1:8, 17]

13	"Surely My hand founded the earth, and My right hand spread out the heavens; when I call to them, they stand together. 



16	"Come near to Me, listen to this: from the first I have not spoken in secret, from the time it took place, I was there. And now the Lord GOD [Father] has sent Me [preincarnate Christ], and His Spirit."  (Expanded Translation)



Matthew 28:19

19	"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  (NAS)



Principle:  To deny the existence of the Trinity is to deny the credibility of Scripture itself.



C.	The oneness of God refers to His essence.



Acts 17:29

29	"Being then the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.  (NAS)



Romans 1:2

20	For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they [unbelievers] are without excuse.  (NAS)



D.	God is one in essence.



E.	God has one essence.



F.	All the characteristics of divine essence are resident in each member of the Triune Godhead.



G.	Sovereignty, eternal life, love, justice, righteousness, omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence, immutability and veracity are possessed equally by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  (Coequal, coinfinite and coeternal.)



H.	Since each person in the Trinity possesses identical essence, these characteristics are what unite the Three as one God.



 5.	The characteristics of divine essence.



A.	Sovereignty:  supreme in power; possessing superior dominion; highest authority--the Supreme Being of the universe.



Deuteronomy 4:39

39	"Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other.  (NAS)



1 Chronicles 29:11-12

11	"Thine, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Thine is the dominion, O LORD, and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over all. 

12	"Both riches and honor {come} from Thee, and Thou dost rule over all, and in Thy hand is power and might; and it lies in Thy hand to make great, and to strengthen everyone.  (NAS)



Isaiah 45:5-6

5	"I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no God. I will gird you, though you have not known me; 

6	That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that there is no one besides me. I am the LORD, and there is no other,  (NAS)



Psalm 115:3

3	But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.  (NAS)



B.	Eternal life:  God has neither beginning nor ending.  God is absolute existence.



Exodus 3:14

14	And God said to Moses, "I AM [the self existent one] WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, `I AM [the self existent one] has sent me to you.'"  (Expanded Translation)



1)	There never was a time when God did not exist.  He existed in eternity past and He will exist forever.



Psalm 90:2

2	Before the mountains were born, or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.  (NAS)



Lamentations 5:19

19	Thou, O LORD, dost rule forever; Thy throne is from generation to generation.  (NAS)



John 1:1

1	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  (NAS)



1 Timothy 1:17

17	Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, {be} honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  (NAS)



C.	Love:  “God is love” which means He has never acquired love, He does not sustain it by any effort whatsoever, nor does His love depend upon conditions; for He is the author of all conditions.



1)	God’s love is unchanging, enduring, unconditional, and sacrificial.



1 John 4:8-10

8	The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

9	By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 

10	In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son {to be} the propitiation for our sins.  (NAS)



2)	We meet God’s love only at the cross, where righteousness and justice were satisfied (propitiated, vrs.10).



3)	God’s love depends on His character; therefore God loves his children in spite of any failure on their part!



4)	God’s love is in no way related to emotion, He does not need nor does He possess emotion.  (God is not fickle or sentimental.)



5)	God’s love is infinitely superior to any human type of love because it has NO strings attached and it needs no props.  (Such as response, reciprocation, mutual admiration, etc...)



D.	Justice:  God is perfectly just and perfectly fair.



Definition:  Justice means “the quality of being righteous; impartiality; fairness; the quality of being right or correct; the use of authority and power to uphold what is right, just, or lawful.”  New World Dictionary of the American Language, p. 766.



2 Chronicles 19:7

7	"Now then let the fear of the LORD be upon you; be very careful what you do, for the LORD our God will have no part in unrighteousness, or partiality, or the taking of a bribe."  (NAS)



Psalm 89:14

14	Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy throne; lovingkindness and truth go before Thee.  (NAS)



Psalm 111:7

7	The works of His hands are truth and justice; all His precepts are sure.  (NAS)

�Isaiah 30:18

18	Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him.  (NAS)



1)	It is impossible for God to be unfair and all His judgments are perfect.



2)	Justice is one-half of God’s integrity (holiness).



a.	Righteousness is the principle of divine integrity, justice is the function.



b.	Justice administers what righteousness demands.  (Whether cursing or blessing.)



c.	Justice is the source of grace.



d.	Justice is the believer’s point of contact with the essence of God.



3)	There are two avenues of expression for divine justice:



a.	To mature (and yielded, maturing) believers, in blessing.



James 4:6, 10

6	But He gives a greater [superior] grace. Therefore {it} says, "God is opposed to [makes war against] the proud [arrogant], but gives grace to the humble [yielded believer]." 



10	Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.  (NAS)



b.	To carnal and reversionistic believers through divine discipline.



Hebrews 12:5-7

5	and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 

6	For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives." 

7	It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom {his} father does not discipline?  (NAS)



Principle:  Believers and unbelievers alike would do well to consider the warning of:



Hebrews 10:31

31	It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  (NAS)

�E.	+Righteousness:  God is absolute righteousness or holiness.



1 Samuel 2:2

2	"There is no one holy like the LORD, indeed, there is no one besides Thee, nor is there any rock like our God.  (NAS)



Leviticus 11:45

45	`For I am the LORD, who brought you up from the land of Egypt, to be your God; thus you shall be holy for I am holy.'"  (NAS)



Psalm 71:19

19	For Thy righteousness, O God, {reaches} to the heavens, Thou who hast done great things; O God, who is like Thee?  (NAS)



Psalm 97:2

2	Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.  (NAS)



Psalm 119:142

142	Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and Thy law is truth.  (NAS)



1)	He has no trace of imperfection in His character.



2)	God’s righteousness is free from sin.



1 John 1:5

5	And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  (NAS)



3)	God’s absolute righteousness (+R) cannot have fellowship with man’s relative righteousness      (-R).



a.	To have relationship with God, whether temporal or eternal, we must possess the righteousness of God.



b.	God made provision for this fact through the cross.



2 Corinthians 5:21

21	He made Him who knew no sin {to be} sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  (NAS)



4)	God’s character and His person are perfect.

�Deuteronomy 32:4

4	"The Rock! His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.  (NAS)



Psalm 119:137

137	 Righteous art Thou, O LORD, and upright are Thy judgments.  (NAS)



5)	 God’s attitudes and actions are perfect.



2 Samuel 22:31

31	"As for God, His way is blameless; the word of the LORD is tested; He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.  (NAS)



Psalm 145:17

17	The LORD is righteous in all His ways, and kind in all His deeds.  (NAS)



6)	Absolute righteousness and perfect justice combine to form divine integrity (holiness).



Psalm 89:14

14	Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy throne; lovingkindness and truth go before Thee.  (NAS)



F.	Omniscience:  is derived from two Latin words omnis- all, and sciens- knowing.



1)	God knows all things, He is all knowledge.



Psalm 139:1-6

1	O LORD, Thou hast searched me and known {me.} 

2	Thou dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from afar. 

3	Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, and art intimately acquainted with all my ways. 

4	Even before there is a word on my tongue, behold, O LORD, Thou dost know it all. 

5	Thou hast enclosed me behind and before, and laid Thy hand upon me. 

6	{Such} knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is {too} high, I cannot attain to it.   (NAS)



Psalm 147:4

4	He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of them.  (NAS)



�Hebrews 4:13

13	And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.  (NAS)



2)	Gods knowledge is not related to or limited by time.



3)	Gods knowledge is superimposed over time.



4)	God has always known everything; every thought, every motive, every event, every action of every person in the world billions of years before they ever came into existence.



5)	No member of the human race can ever begin to approach the wisdom and understanding of God.



Isaiah 55:8-9

8	"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. 

9	"For {as} the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.  (NAS)



Jeremiah 17:9-10

9	"The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it? 

10	"I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.  (NAS)



Jeremiah 51:15

15	{It is} He who made the earth by His power, who established the world by His wisdom, and by His understanding He stretched out the heavens.  (NAS)



G.	Omnipresence:  God is ever-present; everywhere simultaneously.



Jeremiah 23:24

24	"Can a man hide himself in hiding places, so I do not see him?" declares the LORD. "Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the LORD.  (NAS)



1)	God is not limited by time or space.



a.	He is immanent (inside space).



�Psalm 135:21

21	Blessed be the LORD from Zion, who dwells in Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!  (NAS)



1 Corinthians 3:16

16	Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and {that} the Spirit of God dwells in you?  (NAS)



b.	He is transcendent (outside space).



Acts 17:24

24	"The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  (NAS)



1 Timothy 6:15-16

15	which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords; 

16	who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him {be} honor and eternal dominion! Amen.  (NAS)



2)	God is in both the heavens and the earth simultaneously.



Isaiah 66:1

1	Thus says the LORD, "Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest?  (NAS)



1 Kings 8:27

27	"But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, how much less this house which I have built!  (NAS)



Psalm 139:7-10

7	Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence? 

8	If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. 

9	If I take the wings of the dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 

10	Even there Thy hand will lead me, and Thy right hand will lay hold of me.  (NAS)



H.	Omnipotence:  God is all powerful; limitless in ability.



�Psalm 93:1

1	The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty; the LORD has clothed and girded himself with strength; indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved.  (NAS)



Psalm 147:5

5	Great is our Lord, and abundant in strength; His understanding is infinite.  (NAS)



Isaiah 40:25-29

25	"To whom then will you liken me that I should be {his} equal?" says the Holy One. 

26	Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these {stars,} the One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; because of the greatness of His might and the strength of {His} power not one {of them} is missing. 

27	Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD, and the justice due me escapes the notice of my God"? 

28	Do you not know? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. 

29	He gives strength to the weary, and to {him who} lacks might He increases power.  (NAS)



1)	God is also limitless in His authority; by His power He rules and upholds all things.



Psalm 33:6-12

6	By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their host. 

7	He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses. 

8	Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. 

9	For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast. 

10	The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. 

11	The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart from generation to generation. 

12	Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance.  (NAS)



Colossians 1:15-17

15	And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. 

16	For by Him all things were created, {both} in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him. 

17	And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  (NAS)



2)	God is mighty to protect the believer.



1 Peter 1:5

5	who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  (NAS)



3)	God has a statement of His power for every believer.



Jeremiah 32:27

27	"Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?"  (NAS)



I.	Immutability:  God is perfect and absolute stability; faithful and unchanging.



Isaiah 40:28

28	Do you not know? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.  (NAS)



1)	God cannot change!



Psalm 102:26-27

26	"Even they will perish, but Thou dost endure; and all of them will wear out like a garment; like clothing Thou wilt change them, and they will be changed. 

27	"But Thou art the same, and Thy years will not come to an end. 

(NAS)



2)	God’s Word is unchangeable.



Psalm 119:89

89	Forever, O LORD, Thy word is settled in heaven.  (NAS)



1 Peter 1:24-25

24	For, "All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off, 

25	But the word of the Lord abides forever." And this is the word which was preached to you.  (NAS)



3)	His works are unchanging.



�Ecclesiastes 3:14

14	I know that everything God does will remain forever; there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from it, for God has {so} worked that men should fear Him.  (NAS)



4)	God has given us two immutable things.



Hebrews 6:18

18	in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us.  (NAS)



a.	The person of Jesus Christ.



Hebrews 13:8

8	Jesus Christ {is} the same yesterday and today, {yes} and forever.  (NAS)



b.	Bible doctrine.



2 Timothy 3:16

16	All Scripture is inspired by God [literally, God-breathed] and profitable for teaching [doctrine], for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  (NAS)



5)	God’s faithfulness stems from His immutability.



Lamentations 3:22-23

22	The LORD'S lovingkindnesss indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail. 

23	{They} are new every morning; great is Thy faithfulness.  (NAS)



6)	God’s immutability is demonstrated by at least seven ways in which He is faithful to His children.



a.	God is faithful in keeping His promises.



Numbers 23:19

19	"God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?  (NAS)



Titus 1:2

2	in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,  (NAS)



�Hebrews 10:23

23	Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  (NAS)



b.	God is faithful to forgive.



1 John 1:9

9	If we [believers] confess [name, cite, identify] our sins [personal sins], He [God/Father] is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all [known and unknown] unrighteousness.   (Expanded Translation)



c.	God is faithful in keeping us saved.  (2 Tim.2:12-13)



John 10:27-29

27	"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 

28	and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. 

29	"My Father, who has given {them} to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch {them} out of the Father's hand.  (NAS)



Jude 24-25

24	Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 

25	to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, {be} glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.  (NAS)



d.	God is faithful to deliver us in pressure and in testing.



1 Corinthians 10:13

13	No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.  (NAS)



1 Peter 4:19

19	Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 

(NAS)



e.	God is faithful in stabilizing and protecting the believer.



�2 Thessalonians 3:3

3	But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil {one.}  (NAS)



f.	God is faithful in the administration of His plan.



1 Corinthians 1:8-9

8	who shall also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9	God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  (NAS)



g.	God is faithful in His provision.



Philippians 4:19

19	And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  (NAS)



J.	Veracity:  means that God is absolute Truth.  It is impossible for God to lie!



1)	His veracity is manifested in:



a.	His ways-



Psalm 86:15

15	But Thou, O Lord, art a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.  (NAS)



Revelation 15:3

3	And they sang the song of Moses the bond-servant of God and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Thy works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Thy ways, Thou King of the nations.  (NAS)



b.	His works-



Psalm 111:7-8

7	The works of His hands are truth and justice; all His precepts are sure. 

8	They are upheld forever and ever; they are performed in truth and uprightness.  (NAS)



Daniel 4:37

37	"Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise, exalt, and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride."  (NAS)



c.	His Word-  (2 Sam.7:28)



John 17:17

17	"Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.  (NAS)



2 Corinthians 6:7

7	in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left,  (NAS)
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