GRACE, PURE AND IMPURE








Introduction





Lewis Sperry Chafer uses the term “pure grace,” both in his Systematic Theology and his book entitled Grace.  Obviously, if he uses the term “pure grace,” he implies the existence of a form of “impure grace,” even though he never uses the term “impure grace.”  Perhaps the terms “pure grace” and “impure grace” are less than adequate vocabulary designations of two very real biblical concepts, nevertheless, the possible inadequacy of the vocabulary terms does not negate the fact that two different biblical concepts abide regarding grace.  These two concepts are the focus of this study.  Change the terms if you must, but do not reject the concepts that they designate.





Two Concepts Related to Grace





 1.	God’s plan is a grace plan.  This means that the plan is provided by God.





 2.	Grace defined:  Grace is the provision of God.





	(If anything is added to that definition, the result may be distortion of the concept.  Grace is the provision of God, period.  Add no more to the definition.)





 3.	Two illustrations of the provision of God’s grace:





	A.	God’s grace provides eternal salvation.


	B.	God’s grace provides rewards for Christian service.





 4.	 The method of appropriating God’s grace provision of salvation and rewards:





	A.	Salvation:  man’s faith.


	B.	Rewards:  the works of Christian service.





 5.	Pure grace is the term used to describe a provision of God for man, which provision can be appropriated only by man’s faith, minus any human works.  (Salvation is an example.)





 6.	Impure grace is the term used to describe a provision of God for the Christian, which provision can be appropriated only by works of Christian service, which service is a manifestation of Christian faith.  (Rewards are an example.)





 7.	Pure grace allows no intrusion of human works into the plan.





 8.	Impure grace demands Christian works as part of the plan.





 9. It must be understood that grace implies only that God provides.  The term grace, when standing alone, never designates whether the provision of grace is appropriated by faith or works.





10.	How man appropriates the grace provision of God, whether by faith or by works, is set forth in Scripture.  Eph. 2:8 cp. 1 Cor. 3:11-15





	A.	Salvation:  non-meritorious faith.


	B.	Rewards:  meritorious works.





11.	Grace is sometimes referred to as unmerited favor.  This statement is true only as it relates to salvation.  It is not true as it relates to rewards.





1)	Salvation is not earned by works.


2)	Rewards are earned by works.





12.	All grace is related to some form of works, but the question is this:  Who provides the work?





	A.	For example:  Who provides the work for salvation?  Answer:  Jesus.


	B.	For example:  Who provides the work for rewards?  Answer:  Church Age believer.





13.	There is an error in man’s thinking and the erroneous thinking follows this line.





	A.	Grace implies no work on the part of man.  (This thought is wrong.)





		Reason:  Grace provides rewards that are appropriated only by Christian service.





	B.	If man is required to do any form of work to receive anything from God, then what he receives is not provided by grace.  (This thought is wrong.)





		Reason:  Grace provides rewards that are appropriated only by Christian service.





14.	Look at the diagram.








Addendum





Correct formula for salvation





grace + faith = salvation





Salvation can only be achieved by grace through faith.


Salvation can be achieved by faith alone in Christ alone.


Salvation cannot be achieved by adding anything to faith.








Incorrect formula for salvation





grace + faith + works = salvation





There are many people who erroneously believe that people who follow this incorrect formula are just as saved as those who follow the correct formula.  The rationale is as follows:  Since those who follow this incorrect formula have manifested faith in Christ, they must be saved, because man is saved by faith, and the fact that man may have added works to his faith simply makes his works redundant, since it was his faith that saved him anyway.





The man who follows this formula can never be saved by following this formula, and he will never be saved in the eyes of God because you say, “I know, but . . . .”  There are no but’s about it.  This man is not saved, nor can he ever be saved by following this formula, and to reason that he is blasphemes the grace of God.





Rationale:  Man is saved by grace through faith!





Salvation is a two sided proposition:  grace and faith.


For salvation to occur, neither side of the equation can become distorted.


On the grace side, Jesus Christ provides the work on the cross.


On the faith side, man provides the faith directed toward the One Who accomplished the work.


The intrusion of human works into the salvation process does not distort the faith side of the equation.


The intrusion of human works into the salvation process distorts the grace side of the equation.


The intrusion of human works into the salvation process does not imply the inadequacy of faith to save.


The intrusion of human works into the salvation process implies the inadequacy of Christ’s work to save.


Who among us would suggest the inadequacy of Christ’s work on the cross to save?





Conclusion:  No man has ever been saved by distorting God’s grace plan for salvation; not even nice people; not even sincere people; not even our relatives.





�
GRACE








Pure Grace�
Impure Grace�
�



 1.  Pure grace is a term used to describe the 


      provision of God for salvation that excludes


     any form of human works.





 2.  “Pure” grace implies a grace plan without the 


      intrusion of human works into the plan.





 3.  Pure grace implies three things:





      A.  A provision.


      B.  A work.


      C.  A response.





 4.  The three implications of pure grace:





      A.  The provision is salvation.


      B.  The work is Christ on the cross.


      C.  The response is man’s faith.





 5.  Man’s faith responds to the work of Christ on


      the cross and appropriates the provision of


      eternal salvation.








 6.  Scripture:  Ephesians 2:8





 7.  Pure grace and impure grace contrasted:





      A.  Man supplies the faith.


      B.  Christ supplies the work.�



 1.  Impure grace is a term used to describe


     God’s provision of Christian rewards that


     demand the works of Christian service.





 2.  “Impure” grace implies a grace plan with the


      intrusion of human works into the plan.





 3.  Impure grace implies three things:





      A.  A provision.


      B.  A response.


      C.  A work (a manifestation).





 4.  The three implications of impure grace.





      A.  The provision is rewards.


      B.  The response is faith.


      C.  The work is Christian service.





 5.  Man’s faith response is manifested by the


     works of Christian service resulting in the


     appropriation of the provision of eternal


     rewards.





 6.  Scripture:  James 2:14, 18, 22, 24, 26.





 7.  Pure grace and impure grace contrasted:





      A.  Man supplies the faith.


      B.  Man supplies the work (service).�
�
�
�
�






�
WHAT ABOUT THE VERSES THAT SEEM TO SAY THAT MAN IS SAVED BY HIS WORKS?





Scriptures Dispensationally Misapplied





To apply the following passages to the Church is to fail to distinguish a secondary application to the Church from a primary application to Israel and/or the Jews.





Mt. 24:13





Matt 24:13  "But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.” (NAS)





 1.	This is a Tribulation passage and refers to staying alive until the end of the Tribulation and being delivered physically alive into the millennium.





 2.	This verse does not refer to spiritual salvation.





Mt. 18:21-35





Mat. 18:21  Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"





Mat. 18:22  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.  (NAS)





 1.	Jesus is addressing Peter during the Age of Israel about kingdom of heaven (millennial kingdom) forgiveness.





 2.	Peter wants to know how many times he should forgive for repeated offenses.





 3.	Rabbinic teaching demanded only three times based upon Amos 1:3 (KJV); Job 33:29-30 (RSV).





 4.	Peter was willing to forgive seven times which went beyond rabbinic demands.





 5.	However, Jesus raised the standard beyond the realm of the practical numbers 3 or 7 to 490.





Amos 1:3





3  Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron:  (KJV)





Job 33:29-30





29  "Behold, God does all these things, twice, three times, with a man,


30  to bring back his soul from the Pit, that he may see the light of life.  (RSV)





 6.	What follows is a part of Jesus’ address to Peter regarding forgiveness during the millennium.





Mat. 18:23  "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.


Mat. 18:24  "And when he had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents.


Mat. 18:25  "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.


Mat. 18:26  "The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.'


Mat. 18:27  "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.


Mat. 18:28  "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'


Mat. 18:29  "So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'


Mat. 18:30  "He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.


Mat. 18:31 "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.


Mat. 18:32  "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me.


Mat. 18:33  “Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?'


Mat. 18:34  "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.


Mat. 18:35  "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."  (NAS)





 7.	The “kingdom of heaven” (v. 23) refers to the millennium, not the Church Age.





 8.	This passage (vv. 21-35) sets forth a law of forgiveness during the millennium.





 9.	The law stated:  The one who is forgiven should forgive (v. 33).





10.	What is said of the King (vv. 23-35) in relation to the millennial kingdom should not be applied to the Church.





11.	The mere act of forgiveness (vv. 27, 32) is not equivalent to eternal salvation.





12.	If the King’s forgiveness (vv. 27, 32) is equal to the salvation of those forgiven, then those forgiven should save their debtors (v. 33) by forgiving them.





13.	A born-again Christian should not be delivered to the tormentors until he pays a debt (v. 34) for which Christ has already paid.





14.	That the law of forgiveness might be different in different dispensations is clearly seen in Scripture:





	1)	Age of Israel:  Matt 6:12, 14-15





12	'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.


14	"For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.


15	"But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.  (NAS)





	2)	Church Age:  Eph. 4:32





Eph 4:32  And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  (NAS)





Col 3:13  bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  (NAS)





	3)	Millennium:  Mt. 18:23-35





Mat. 18:21  Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"





Mat. 18:22  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.  (NAS)





15.	A comparison to show the difference:





	Israel:           forgive and be forgiven.  (Mt. 6:12, 14-15)


	Church:         forgive because you have been forgiven.  (Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13)


	Millennium:  forgive or be made to pay all you owe.  (Mt. 18:35 cp. 18:34)





A.	Is it not clear that these three rules of forgiveness contradict one another?





B.	A man would have to be willfully blind or willfully ignorant to disclaim the differences in these three statements.





C.	The only way to resolve the contradiction is to view them as three different rules related to three different dispensations of time.





17.	Once a man acknowledges the differences in these three statements, he is obligated to answer why they differ, and how they apply.





18.	A proper interpretation of these three verses demands dispensations to be an hermeneutical principle, but men will do anything they can to avoid dispensations.





	(The word “dispensations” is so repugnant to some men that they would rather choke to death than allow the word to come from their tongue.)





Eze. 33:7-8





7	"Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed you a watchman for the house of Israel; so you will hear a message from My mouth, and give them warning from Me.





8	"When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you shall surely die,' and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require from your hand.


(NAS)





 1.	Ezekiel is appointed as a spokesperson for God.





 2.	Ezekiel is appointed to issue a warning to God’s backslidden children.





 3.	Ezekiel’s warning is that the backslidden will die in their iniquity.





 4.	To die in one’s iniquity is to die physically while out of fellowship with God.





 5.	To die physically while out of fellowship with God, implies physical death without spiritual recovery.





 6.	Physical death implies no further opportunity for spiritual recovery.





 7.	Therefore, if a person has no further opportunity for spiritual recovery, it is assumed that the person has lost his salvation and goes to hell.





An Exposition of This Passage





 1.	God is addressing Ezekiel, not the church, and not Christians.





 2.	Ezekiel is appointed a watchman for the house of Israel, not for the church, and not for Christians.





 3.	God’s message is given to Ezekiel, not to the Church, and not to Christians.





 4.	Ezekiel is to warn Israel, not the church, and not Christians.





 5.	God’s punishment upon backslidden Israelites will be physical death.





 6.	If Ezekiel fails to warn the backslidden Jew of impending death, Ezekiel will be held accountable for the physical death of the backslidden Jew.





 7.	Physical death terminates the backslidden Jew’s opportunity for spiritual recovery and blessing while living in the land of Promise.





A Horrible Misinterpretation of This Passage





 1.	Ezekiel represents the Christian pastor or Christian evangelist who has a message of warning to every Christian who fails to become a soul winner.





 2.	If any Christian fails to become a soul winner or fails to exploit every opportunity to win a lost soul to Christ, the lost person will cry out from hell, and God will hold the Christ responsible who fails to witness to that lost person in hell.





Conclusion:  This passage is used to put Christians on a guilt trip for failure to become soul winners.





Ezek 33:1-9


1	And the word of the LORD came to me saying,


2	"Son of man, speak to the sons of your people, and say to them, 'If I bring a sword upon a land, and the people of the land take one man from among them and make him their watchman;


3	and he sees the sword coming upon the land, and he blows on the trumpet and warns the people,


4	then he who hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, and a sword comes and takes him away, his blood will be on his own head.


5	'He heard the sound of the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood will be on himself. But had he taken warning, he would have delivered his life.


6	'But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned, and a sword comes and takes a person from them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require from the watchman's hand.'


7	"Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed you a watchman for the house of Israel; so you will hear a message from My mouth, and give them warning from Me.


8	"When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you shall surely die,' and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require from your hand.


9	"But if you on your part warn a wicked man to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he will die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your life.


(NAS)





Other Passages with Which We Need to Deal


(none of which teach that man is saved by his works)





Ps. 55:11


2 Thes. 2:3


1 Tim. 4:1-22


Pet. 2:1-22


Jude 1:3-19


Lu. 11:24-26


Mt. 13:1-8


1 Cor. 15:1-2


Heb. 3:6, 14


Jn. 8:31


Jam. 2:17-18, 24, 26


Jn. 15:6


2 Pet. 1:10-11


1 Jn. 3:10


Mt. 25:1-13


Heb. 6:4-9


Heb. 10:26-29


Rev. 22:19


Rom. 11:21


Col. 1:21-23


1 Cor. 9:27


Jn. 13:8


Jn. 15:2


1 Cor. 11:29-32


1 Jn. 5:16


Gal. 5:4


1 Tim. 5:8


1 Tim. 5:12


1 Tim. 6:10


2 Tim. 2:18


Rev. 21:8, 17
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