HOPE:  Doctrine of








1.	Etymology and definition:





A.	Hebrew words:





1)	BATACH:  connotes “trust, hope”





2)	KESEL:  means “ confidence, hope”





3)	MIBTACH:  means “confidence, hope, expectation”





4)	MIQWEH:  means “hope, expectation, confidence”





Generally, the O. T. Hebrew concept is confidence, expectation in someone far greater than we are.  HOPE is related to the integrity of God.





B.	Greek words:





1)	ELPIZO:  means “to expect”





2)	ELPIS:  means “expectation”





Generally, the concept of prospect, expectation.





C.	In the final analysis, the biblical use of the word “hope” is related to the integrity of God.





1)	HOPE is understanding the integrity of God.





2)	HOPE is the anticipated blessings from the justice of God.





D.	Sometimes in the foreground and always in the background, the concept of HOPE indicates the integrity of God with emphasis on the justice of God, blessings in time and blessings in eternity.





2.	Therefore, HOPE anticipates the function of the integrity of God.  Job 4:6; 5:16; Psalms 71:5; Romans 4:17-21; 5:2-5; 12:12; 15:4, 13; Philippians 1:20-21; Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18-20; 7:19.





3.	HOPE also connotes occupation with theperson of Christ as a part of maturity adjustment to the justice of God.  1 Thessalonians 1:3; Jeremiah 17:7; Lamentations 3:21-24.





4.	HOPE is used in anticipating future blessings in time:  2 Corinthians 10:15; Galatians 5:5; Ephesians 1:18.





5.	HOPE is a technical term for eternal blessings from the justice of God.  Acts 23:6; 1 Corinthians 15:19-20; Colossians 1:5 Titus 2:13; 1 Peter 1:3, 21; 1 John 3:2-3.





6.	HOPE is the technical word for the solution to historical disaster:  Ezra 10:2; Ezekiel 37:11.





7.	Therefore, the HOPE of reversionism (backsliddenness) is useless, powerless, impotent:  Job 8:13-14.





8.	In effect, the person in reversionism during the time of historical disaster has no HOPE:  Lamentations 3:17-18.





9.	The unbeliever has no HOPE because he has no relationship with the integrity of God:  Ephesians 2:12; 1 Thessalonians 4:13.








