AN INTEGRATED, UNIFIED, COHESIVE PERSONALITY








Some might want to call what I’m going to say a “breakthrough” in an understanding of some facet of Scripture that has been heretofore forgotten or never understood.  I would not be so brazen as to say that I have had a breakthrough in Scriptural understanding, but I would not hesitate to say to you that what I am about to teach you is insight that has recently been illuminated to my mind by God the Holy Spirit, and here it is.





Since human history and human life are about resolving a spiritual battle between God and Satan, the following information is true:





Until an integrated, unified, cohesive personality is developed in any human being, the status quo personality of that human being must be considered abnormal, and that abnormal personality will manifest itself in any one of three ways:  (1) normal abnormalcy, (2) neurotic abnormalcy, or (3) psychotic abnormalcy.





Since we are using the word abnormalcy, we must also acknowledge the word normalcy.





Normalcy defined and described:  Normalcy is the condition in life that God demands of every human being.  The demand is found in such verses as 1 Peter 1:16, “Be ye holy; for I am holy.  Normalcy in life is godliness, holiness, the condition to be manifested in every life in every life situation, through the moment-by-moment function of the integrated, unified, cohesive personality, which personality is developed only in the human being who has been saved; is confessed up to date; is consistently and correctly applying the principles, promises, doctrines, and techniques associated with the unique Church Age; is yielded to God the Holy Spirit so as to be the recipient of His seven manifestations, manifested only to the life of a yielded believer; and walking by means of the Spirit.





Normalcy is the condition of the function of the normal spiritual life.  Since there are three stages of development in the Christian life, namely, babyhood, adolescence, and maturity, normalcy is only experienced by the babe and adolescent on those occasions when they are meeting the following criteria:  they are confessed up to date; they are correctly applying the principles, promises, doctrines, and techniques associated with the unique Church Age; they are yielded to God the Holy Spirit so as to be the recipient of His seven manifestations, manifested only to the life of a yielded believer; and they are walking by means of the Spirit.  The difference between the babe, the adolescent, and the mature believer is the consistency with which the criteria are being applied.  Increased consistency is determined by volition and the applications of pertinent metabolized doctrine--you cannot apply what you do not know.  The mature believer knows more and is applying more than the adolescent and the babe, and the adolescent knows more and is applying more than the babe.





Normalcy is the constant condition and manifestation of spiritual maturity in a Church Age believer’s life.





Abnormalcy defined:  Abnormalcy is any thought, speech, or overt activity conducted under the influence of the old-sin-nature, with or without cognizance of doing so.





* Cope defined:  The ability to deal effectively with and handle the stresses to which one is subjected.





Note:  Note that this worldly definition implies that stress is inevitable, and that there are worldly solutions to effectively handle those stresses.  This definition would acknowledge “Christian coping skills,” but would not limit coping skills to being purely Christian in nature.  This is human viewpoint at its best and must be rejected from a spiritual point of view.





* Coping defined:  A measure of an individual’s resourcefulness and ability to deal with the stress of daily life and unusual challenges posed by chronic disease, disability, and pain.





Note:  Note that this worldly definition also implies that stress is inevitable.  It also generalizes the nature of the individual’s resourcefulness, and implies that the nature of that resource is not important as long as it provides the ability to deal with the stress of daily life and unusual challenges posed by chronic disease, disability, and pain.  This, too, is human viewpoint and must be rejected from a spiritual point of view.





Normal abnormalcy:  The first level of mental disorder that the world calls “coping.”


Neurotic abnormalcy:  The second level mental disorder when coping skills fail.


Psychotic abnormalcy:  The third level of mental disorder when coping skills fail.





Coping skills:  none, some, complete.





None:  “basket case”--psychotic abnormalcy


Some:  neurotic abnormalcy


Complete:  normal abnormalcy





The totally integrated, unified, cohesive personality manifests the character of Christ through the application of the appropriate fruits of the Spirit in any given life situation.





There are two basic reasons why any person will fail to manifest an integrated, unified, cohesive personality:  (1) ignorance of the mechanics (how to) of producing an integrated, unified, cohesive personality; and (2) willful disobedience manifested by knowing the particular fruit of the Spirit that needs to be applied, but choosing not to make that application.





What is the mechanic (how to) of applying a particular fruit of the Spirit ti a life situation?  (See Changing Clothes in the spiritual life series).





How many abnormal people do you think there are in life?





Spiritual Christians understand that it is adversity that is inevitable and that stress is optional.  Spiritual Christians use the eleven problem solving devices as the FLOT line in their souls to handle all adversity so to keep stress from ever entering their souls.  Coping is a human viewpoint term and function that should be eliminated from Christian vocabulary and function.





The ninefold fruit of the Spirit that characterizes the personality of Christ:








love


joy


peace


patience


kindness


goodness


faithfulness


gentleness


self-control





Integrated:  The bringing together of the various parts or functions so that they function as a harmonious whole.  Application:  No one characteristic is seeking to dominate the others.  They WORK together.





Unified:  to make into a unit; cause to become one; unite.  Application:  They COME together.





Cohesive:  sticking together.  Application:  They are BOUND together.





love


joy


peace


patience


kindness


goodness


faithfulness


gentleness


self-control





The end result of an integrated, unified, cohesive personality is a Christ-like personality.





* Definitions taken from Taber’s Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary, 1989
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