IMPECCABILITY:  DOCTRINE OF








1.	Definition:





A.	Impeccability means not liable to sin; exempt from the possibility of doing wrong.





B	Impeccability is the doctrine that during the incarnation Jesus Christ in fact did not sin.





C.	The sinlessness of Christ on earth differs from the sinlessness of Adam before the fall.





D.	The first Adam was temptable and peccable, capable of being tempted and capable of yielding to that temptation.





E.	The last Adam was not only able not to sin, but he was also not able to sin.





2	Can an impeccable person be tempted?  That is the great issue.





A.	Christ did not have an old sin nature (OSN).  He was neither born with an OSN nor did He acquire one through personal sin.  The first Adam acquired an OSN through sin and disobedience.  Since the last Adam did not acquire an OSN, He could not be tempted from the inside.  This does not diminish temptation nor the pressure of temptation, but merely affects the matter of source.  All Christ’s temptation came from the outside.





B.	Whatever temptation was real came from the outside.





C.	Christ was tempted as to His person. (Hebrews 4:15)





D.	Temptation came to Christ because He possessed true humanity.





E.	As God, Christ could not be tempted, James 1:13.  Therefore, temptation came to Christ through His human nature.





F.	His human nature was temptable.  His divine nature was not temptable.





G.	The question arises, “Is the temptation on an impeccable person real temptation?  This is answered in H.





H.	The reality of temptation in the human race is provable by the frequency of sin.  While the OSN is the general source of man’s temptations, with Christ it was different.  Satan used all his genius to tempt Christ as a major thrust of evil in the angelic conflict.  His temptations, though from the outside, were just as real.  In fact, His temptations were more real than ours which generally come from the inside (Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus was often tempted directly by Satan (Matthew 4:1).





Conclusion from point 2:  The temptations of Christ were real but they do not detract from His impeccability.





3.	The reason for the impeccability of Christ:





A.	While the many temptations of Christ were real there was the infinite power to resist from His divine nature.





B.	The human nature of Christ was temptable, but the divine nature of Christ was not temptable.





C.	The immutability of the deity of Christ is the major factor in impeccability.





D.	God cannot change His essence or divine attributes.  Jesus Christ as God cannot become mutable so as to turn a temptation into sin.





E.	Christ is omnipotent in His divine nature meaning it is impossible for Him to sin.  Omniscience enabled Christ to know from eternity past every temptation of sin and evil that would be thrust at Him.





F.	The human nature of Christ is temptable and peccable, but combined in hypostatic union with His divine nature, Christ is not temptable and not peccable, therefore impeccable.





G.	Because of omnipotence, Christ has the infinite power to resist temptation.  Because of omniscience in eternity past, He anticipated all temptations, understood them, and rejected them.





H.	while Eve was deceived in her temptation and fall, Christ cannot be deceived.





I.	Sin appeals to the ignorance of the one being tempted.  Omniscience means that Christ could neither be deceived nor could sin have any appeal to him.





J.	The sovereignty of God could not change His mind about sin.  Sovereignty would never choose sin and righteousness would never accept sin.





K.	The justice of God would reject sin and temptation.  There is nothing therefore in the essence of God compatible with temptation or sin (James 1:13).





4.	The salient facts about impeccability:





A.	Christ did not have an OSN by birth, nor did He commit any sin during His incarnation.





B.	In addition to Hebrews 4:15, there is the statement of 1 Peter 1:19 stating that the precious blood of Christ, a Lamb without spot, was without blemish...  This means:  without sin.





C.	Documentation from 1 John 3:5:  “...and in Him there is no sin”.





D.	Christ was definitely and repeatedly tempted in the realm of His humanity. (Matthew 4;1-11; Hebrews 4:15)





E.	As with Adam in innocence, or sinlessness, so with Christ in hypostatic union, all temptations come from the outside.





F.	Neither the first nor the last Adam had an OSN.  The first Adam was created without an OSN.  The last Adam was born without an O





G.	Adam sinned and acquired an OSN. but Christ did not sin and remained impeccable.





H.	Christ resisted the greatest of all temptations when in Gethsemane.  He face the reality of the cross. (Matthew 26:39; Mark 14:35-36; Luke 22:42)





I.	Jesus Christ resisted the great temptation of Matthew 4:1-11.  This was the great KENOSIS temptation.  It was a unique temptation





5.	The categorical concept of impeccability:





A.	The humanity of Christ was temptable and peccable.





B.	The deity of Christ was not temptable and was not peccable.





C.	Christ in hypostatic union was temptable but impeccable.





6.	In conclusion:





A.	In hypostatic union Christ is temptable but impeccable.





B.	Illustrations (remain objective for understanding these imperfect illustrations)





1)	From the human standpoint it is conceivable that a rowboat could launch an attack on an aircraft carrier, but is inconceivable that it would conquer it.





2)	From the divine standpoint you can bend and break a small length of copper wire, but if welded to a steel beam it can no longer be bent and broken.  The copper wire represents Christ’s humanity and the steel beam His deity.





C.	It is possible for the humanity of Christ during the incarnation to suffer physical limitations of an unmoral sort.  Ex.:  weakness, fatigue, hunger, thirst, death, etc.





D.	However, none of these sufferings or limitations compromise the doctrine of impeccability.





E.	Therefore Christ is POSSE NON PECCARE and NON POSSE PECCARE.  This means “able not to sin” and “not able to sin”.
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