THE WORD LAW AS USED IN THE BIBLE








The word “law”, as used in the Bible, does not always refer to the Mosaic system as a whole or to a part of it.  The following Biblical uses of the word “law” are noted:





 1.	The Decalogue (Ten Commandments) is the law. (Luke 10:25-28; Romans 7:7-14)





Luke 10:25-28


25	And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?


26	He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?


27	And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 


28	And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.





Romans 7:7-14


7	What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 


8	But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 


9	For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.


10	And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 


11	For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 


12	Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 


13	Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 


14	For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 





 2.	The entire governing code for Israel as recorded in Exodus is called law.





 3.	The rule of life yet to be applied in the coming millennial kingdom is called law.





 4.	Any rule of conduct prescribed by men is law. (1Timothy 1:8-9; 2 Timothy :5; Matthew 20:15; Luke 20:22)





1 Timothy 1:8  But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; 





1 Timothy 1:9  Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,





2 Timothy 2:5  And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. 





Matthew 20:15  Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? 





Luke 20:22  Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no? 





 5.	Any recognized principle of action is a law and sometimes equivalent to power. (Romans 8:2; 7:21)





Romans 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 





Romans 7:21  I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 








 6.	The whole of God reaching to every detail of an individual believer’s life is the law of God. (Romans 7:22;8:4)





Romans 7:22  For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 





Romans 8:4  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 





7.	The will of Christ for the believer is the “law of Christ.” (John 13:34; 15:10; 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2)





Galatians 6:2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 





John 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 





John 15:10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his 
