DOCTRINE OF PRAYER





1.	Prayer defined: Communication from a believer to God the Father.





2.	The basis of prayer:  (a dispensational perspective)





A.	The prayers of Old Testament saints:





1)	The basis upon which O.T. saints prayed was their covenants between God and man.





2)	Recorded prayers in the O.T. disclose that O.T. saints pleaded with Jehovah to observe and do what He had promised He would do.





B.	The prayers of Church Age saints:





1)	The O.T. approach is no longer valid because the O.T. covenants were made between God and the O.T. saints. (This is now the Church Age.)





2)	Church Age saints approach God "in the name of Christ.”





3.	That the basis of prayer in the Church Age is different from the basis of prayer in the Age of the Gentiles and the Age of Israel is so stated by Christ Himself. (John 16:23-24)





.. . . . verily, verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye ask the


Father in my name, He will give it you." (John 16:23)





"Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye


shall receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:24)





4.	Diagram of basis of prayer in each dispensation:





Covenants	Covenants	Name of Christ X


Gentiles	Israel	Church Age





5.	What Can We Learn About Church Age Prayer?





John 14:13





A.	Prayer must be offered in the name of Jesus.





B.	Jesus will perform whatever is asked in His name.





C.	The result of Jesus' work in answer to prayer will glorify God the Father.





John 16:23





A.	Prayer is to be addressed to God the Father.





B.	God the Father authorizes fulfillment of prayer requests.





C.	Jesus specifies that prayer should not be addressed to Him during the Church Age. ("in that day" refers to the period between the session of Christ and the rapture, namely, the Church Age.)





John 16: 24





A.	Prior to the time stated in this verse, prayer was never offered "in Jesus' name.”





B.	Offering prayer "in the name of Jesus" is a new approach to prayer during the Church Age.





C.	Receiving is conditioned upon asking.





D.	The purpose for asking and receiving is to experience full joy.





Romans 8: 2 6





A.	All believers have prayer infirmity.





B.	Prayer infirmity is related to not knowing what we should pray for AS WE OUGHT.





1)	Knowing what to pray for is not the problem.





2)	The problem lies in praying AS WE OUGHT for the things about which we are praying.





C.	There is a way in which believers OUGHT to pray.





D.	Because of the weakness of believers, all prayer does not have OUGHTNESS, i.e., believers do not pray as they ought.





E.	This particular weakness is not knowing how to pray AS WE OUGHT.





F.	Prayer without oughtness is prayer that is inconsistent with the will of God the Father.





G.	Oughtness implies that before the Father grants our prayer requests our prayers must meet the condition of OUGHTNESS.





(This should answer the question frequently raised about the Father's responsibility to answer Christians who pray selfishly for personal benefit.  Ex.: Praying for a new cadillac, a bigger home, a million dollars.  Question:  Does God have to give me a new Cadillac just because I tack-onto my prayer, "In Jesus name?"  The answer to this question is related to oughtness!)





H.	The Holy Spirit intercedes to the Father on behalf of the believer when the believer does not know how to pray as he ought.  (The H.S. takes over for us during this crisis.)





Romans 8:27





A.	He who searches the hearts is God the Father.





B.	God the Father knows what is in the mind of the H.S.





C.	The H.S. makes intercession for the saints when the saints do not know how to pray as they ought.





D.	The H.S.'s prayer is always according to the will of God the Father.





E.	This implies that the H.S.'s prayer has oughtness.





James 4:2





A.	One reason why a believer lacks what he needs is because he has failed to pray for what he lacks.





B.	This implies the necessity of prayer.





James 4:3





A.	Even though a believer has prayed for what he lacks, his prayer goes unanswered because his motivation for asking was selfishness.





B.	This implies the necessity of right motivation in prayer.





Jude 1: 20





A.	Believers are told to pray in the Holy Ghost.





1 Thessalonians 5:17





A.	Believers are to pray without ceasing.





B.	"without ceasing" = adialeiptos (adv) - also translated "always" = constantly - used 4 times: Romans 1:9;


1 Thessalonians 1:2, 3; 2:13; 5:17.





1)	Does not mean an attitude of prayer (whatever that is).





2)	Does not mean without interruption.





3)	Probably best understood by illustrating:





a.	If I worked in my garden every day, I would be working without ceasing.





b.	If I practiced the piano every day, I would be practicing without ceasing.





c.	If I sneezed every fifteen minutes, I would be constantly sneezing.





d.	If I snored every time I went to sleep, I would always be snoring.





e.	If I had the whooping cough and coughed frequently for two weeks, I would be coughing all the time.





C.	To pray without ceasing means to make prayer a habit so as to not miss an opportunity to pray.





Eph. 6:18


(relate to context of battle equipment)





A.	Praying is to be added to the believer's equipment for fighting in the spiritual battle of the angelic conflict.  (See vv. 13-17)





B.	The one necessity of every soldier in Christ's army is to keep in touch with the Commanding General.  (G/F[God the Father] )





C.	Believers who break contact with the Commanding General have severed themselves from the one who ordered the battle and alone can empower them to win.





D.	Illustrations of O.T. saints who were often outnumbered and ill-equipped when compared with the armies and weapons of their enemies, but when they were on God's side, when they trusted and obeyed Him, they could not lose.





1)	Illustrations:





a.	(Genesis 14:14-16)  Abraham’s trained servants, numbering only 318, conquered the coalition of kings that fought against Sodom and Gommorah.





b.	(Judges 7-8)  Gideon reduced his army from 32,000 to 300 and delivered Israel from the yoke of Midianitish slavery.





c.	(Joshua 6)  Joshua, with odds against him, led Israel to a mighty conquest over Jericho.





d.	(Exodus 17:8-16)  In his first battle, Joshua was much less experienced in warfare, but certainly no less trustful in the power of God to defeat the Amalakites.





e.	King Hezekiah who conquered the Assyrians, could testify: "With us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles.”





2)	It is through prayer that Christians receive a never-ending supply of strength and wisdom for the battle of the angelic conflict.





3)	Christians must meet the enemy of the Church and of their souls in the strength and wisdom of Almighty God.





E.	We must never break contact with God.  (Praying always.)





1)	Satan watches us for prayerlessness and then takes advantage of our weakness.





2)	Constant prayer implies constant danger.





3)	Pray on ordinary days as well as days of crisis.





F.	Prayer releases a power from heaven greater than the power which is against us.





G.	Believers must avail themselves of every method and approach in prayer: private prayer, family prayer, silent prayer, audible prayer, mealtime prayer, church meeting prayer, the set time for prayer, emergency prayer.





H.	A constant awareness of God makes the believer versatile in his prayer life.





1)	Versatility of prayer life:





a.	There are prayers of confession.





b.	There are prayers of thanksgiving.





c.	There are prayers of intercession.





d.	There are prayers of petition.





2)	The true soldier of Christ will use them all from time to time.





3)	Believers should pray at all times, in all places, and under every circumstance.





I.	Pray for all saints because all saints are Satan's targets.





J.	Satan's victories in other lands are sometimes caused by prayerlessness at home.





K.	Praying in the Spirit is the opposite of praying in the flesh.





L.	Those who pray in the Spirit never pray selfishly.





M.	Praying in the Spirit glorifies God.





N.	Those who pray in the Spirit know victory over the foe.





John 15:7





A.	Receiving whatever you ask God for is conditioned upon two things:





1) The believer must abide in Christ.





2)	The words of Christ must abide in the believer.





B.	The key to receiving whatever you ask for is the word ABIDING.





C.	ABIDING in Christ denotes an inward, enduring personal communion of the believer with Christ.





1)	Inward communion:





a.	It takes place in the human spirit.





b.	This is more than just lip service.





c.	This is rapport between the believer and Jesus.





(Ex.:  As your children are your children, but you may not have any rapport with them, so the believer is a child of God, but the child and God may not have any rapport with each other.)





d.	The practice of personal sins  disrupts inward communion.





2)	Enduring communion:





a.	This implies a LIFESTYLE of rapport with Christ.





b.	Periodically coming to G/F to bail us out does not qualify as enduring communion.





c.	This is Paul’s "for me to live is Christ.”  (Philippians 1:21)





d.	This is you yielding every thought, every word and every overt action to God.  (This is possible through dying to self.)





3)	Personal communion:





a.	This implies that a believer must HIMSELF have this inward, enduring communion with Christ if he is to receive whatsoever he asks.





b.	No one else can abide for you.





4)	Manifestations of NOT ABIDING in Christ:





a.	The believer's operation in any stage of reversionism: (See Doctrine of Reversionism)





1	Reactor factor stage:





2	Frantic search for happiness stage:





3	Operation boomerang stage:





4	Emotional revolt stage:





5	Negative volition toward doctrine:





6	Blackout of the soul stage:





7	Scar tissue of the soul stage:





8	Reverse process reversionism stage:





D.	His words ABIDING in the believer means His words remaining in the believer.





1)	When do His words not abide in the believer?





a.	When the believer does not study the Word.





b.	When the believer does not apply the Word in his life.





2 Corinthians 12: 8


(2 Corinthians 12:1-9)





1.	This is a prayer of petition.





A.	Paul is praying to G/F on HIS OWN BEHALF.





1)	He had a "thorn in his flesh.”  (v. 7)





2)	Paul prayed three times to G/F about the same thing.  (v. 8)





3)	G/F did not honor Paul’s request.  (v. 9)





4)	G/F had a higher purpose for Paul’s suffering.  (v. 9)





a.	A high purpose:  manifest His power by doing something Paul couldn't do--remove the thorn.





b.	A higher purpose:  manifest His power through a weak vessel.





5)	Paul’s weakness is manifested by his own inability to remove his thorn; therefore, he had to rely on God to do it for him.





6)	In this case, G/F allowed Paul’s suffering to continue, so that Paul, in weakness, would not be able to boast of the mighty things that God was going to do through him.





B.	Paul learned the reason for his thorn BECAUSE he prayed.





1)	If Paul had not prayed, he would never have known whether God might have removed his thorn if he had prayed.





2)	If Paul had not prayed, he would have continued to suffer, but he would not have known why.





C.	Paul learned an invaluable lesson because he had prayed.





Lesson: God allows some human suffering for the purpose of showing us where our source of strength comes from.





2.	Some things to learn about prayer from this verse:





A.	Suffering motivates prayer.





B.	Petitionary prayer (prayer on one’s own behalf) is legitimate.





C.	The answer does not always come the first time you pray.





D.	It is not wrong to pray more than once about the same thing.





E.	Praying more than once about the same thing does not indicate a lack of faith as some would indicate.





F.	Keep on praying until you get an answer.





G.	Stop praying only after the answer comes.





1 John 3: 22





1.	It is possible for the believer to receive from God the Father whatsoever he asks.





A.	Receiving "whatsoever" is not unconditional.





B.	Receiving "whatsoever" is conditioned upon two things:





1)	The believer must keep the Father's commandments.





2)	The believer must do those things that are pleasing in the Father's sight.





2.	What are the Father's commandments to be kept by the believer?  (see v. 23)





A.	We should believe on the name of the His son Jesus Christ.





B.	We should love one another.  (agape = impersonal love)





3.	How does the believer please the Father?





A.	By doing the things He says to do in His Word





B.	By avoiding the things He says not to do.





C.	By following the voice of the H.S.'s illumination in his human spirit.





4.	The believer who is meeting the "whatsoever" conditions asks for the right thing with the right motivation.





5.	Selfish asking is contrary to the "whatsoever" conditions.





6.	This is not a "spiritual 'Master-Card"' guaranteeing the supply of every whim of every immature believer.





7.	Receiving "whatsoever" is a matter of focus: eyes on Jesus vs. eyes on self.





8.	Christianity needs more people who do not know what God cannot do.





1 John 5:14





1.	"asking" is synonomous with prayer.





2.	"anything" does not mean "unlimited."





3.	"anything" must fall within the will of God.





4.	God hears only the prayer requests which are according to His Will.





5.	Point #4 implies that God does not hear prayer requests that are not according to His will.





6.	If prayer requests line-up with the will of God, the believer can be CONFIDENT that God HEARS his requests.





1 John 5:15





1.	The believer can know that God has heard his petitions:  pray according to his will.





2.	Many believers are only "shooting in the dark."  Reason:  They don't know the will of God.





3.	Maturity is the key to a guaranteed "whatsoever."  (Maturity implies Christ-likeness.)





4.	The perfect tense of "we ask" implies the following:





A.	Requests have been made at a point in time, and the answer does not come immediately.





B.	The believer knows that the answer is on its way.  (Because he has prayed according to the will of God.)





C.	The believer confidently and patiently awaits the the guaranteed answer, not wavering because of an elapse of time.





5.	The present tense of "we have" implies the following:





A.	The answer to the request is guaranteed.





B.	The answer is on its way, but has not yet arrived.





6.	The perfect tense of "we ask" plus the present tense of "we have" implies the following:





A.	There may be a time lapse between asking and receiving.





B.	A time lapse should not discourage the one who has requested.





C.	God is working out the problems necessary to honor the request.





John 9: 31





1.	The circumstance:





A.	Read John 9:1-7.





B.	The blind man's neighbors question him about his healing, and then take him to the Pharisees.





C.	The Pharisees then question the blind man and his parents about the man that had healed him.





D.	Some Pharisees were claiming that Jesus was a sinner because he had healed the man on the sabbath, and other Pharisees were confused because they knew that no sinner could perform miracles.  (v. 16)





2.	The fact that the comment of (v. 31) comes from the Pharisees does not alter the truth of what they said.  It was common knowledge among the Jews that God does not hear the prayers both of lost men and reversionistic believers.  (Job 27:9; Isaiah 1:15; 59:2)





3.	In v. 31, the word "sinner" is a technical term for a lost man.  The "man who worships God and does his will" is an obedient believer.





4.	The issue in (v. 31) is the prayers of a lost man and the prayers of an obedient believer.





Things to Learn from the Verse





1.	God does not hear the prayers of a lost man.





2.	God does hear the prayers of an obedient believer.





Other Things to Learn in Conjunction with This Verse





(Many people become greatly disturbed, sometimes to the point of anger, when they hear someone say that God does not hear the prayers of a lost person.  Here are some objections that are raised to the statement that God does not hear the prayers of a lost person:)








1.	Objection #1:  If God does not hear the prayers of a lost man, how then is it possible for the lost man to be saved? (The implication from this question is that lost men have to pray to be saved.)





A.	Answer:  The condition for salvation has always been, still is, and always will be BELIEVE, not prayer.





B.	What has caused the confusion:





1)	Persons witnessing are looking for evidence of salvation.





(To see a person pray to receive Christ seems to satisfy the curiosity of the witness concerning whether or not a person really got saved.  If you see a person pray, you assume the person was sincere.)





2)	Influence of the numbers game.





(People who are caught up in the numbers game find it difficult to report someone who has not prayed to receive Christ because anyone can tell you that they have believed, but if you can get a person on his knees, this seems to be enough evidence to justify reporting another soul saved.  It seems to be just enough evidence to get the monkey off the back of the one doing the witnessing if the one saved doesn't follow through for baptism and other evidence of commitment to Christ.  Satan can be blamed for a quick distraction of the one just saved.)





3)	Misunderstanding of Romans 10:9-10.  (Confession is viewed as essential for salvation, rather than evidence of salvation.)





4)	Obedience is made a criteria for salvation.  (Prayer is made the first act of obedience.)





5)	Accepting as the norm the practice of reputable people who tell of the masses who have prayed to receive Christ.





6)	The implication from the frequently used "sinners prayer."





C.	Several questions:





Question:  Is a person saved if he prayed to receive Christ?  Answer:  Yes, if he was trusting Christ for salvation while he was praying.





Question:  Can a person be saved by prayer?  Answer:  No.





Question:  Can a person be saved if he doesn't pray to be saved?  Answer:  Absolutely, yes.





Question:  Can a person get saved while he is praying?  Answer:  Yes, if that person trusts Christ during the time of prayer.





D.	To assume that you have been saved because you were led in a prayer is extremely dangerous.





(People can be manipulated to pray, and then be told by the one leading the prayer that they have been saved because they prayed, when in fact the person praying didn't really understand the issues before or during the prayer.)





E.	If you were saved during a time of prayer, it is wrong to do the following:





1)	Believe that since you were saved during prayer that everyone must be saved during prayer.





2)	Impose prayer upon anyone as a condition for salvation.





F.	Principle: Persons can get saved if they pray, or while they pray, but not because they pray.





2.	Objection #2:  Claims of knowing someone (possibly the one making the statement) who has prayed and received answer before salvation.





A.	God has answered the prayers of believers on behalf of the praying unbeliever, not the unbeliever’s prayers.





B.	God met the need in spite of the prayer, not because of the prayer.





Psalms 66:18


David is speaking.  David is a born-again believer.





David is discussing the condition of his heart during prayer to God.





1.	To "regard iniquity in your heart" is to know mentally that there is unconfessed sin in your life.





2.	The type of sin is not relevant: mental, verbal, overt, omission.





3.	Any type of unconfessed sin is the issue in this verse.





4.	"the Lord will not hear me” indicates that the Lord will not hear the prayer of any believer who has any type of unconfessed sin in his life.





Matthew 6:8-15





Background for this prayer:





A.	Before Pentecost, 30 A.D., the Mosaic Law was in force.





1)	This period is known as the period of the Law.





2)	It was characterized by law-works.





a.	God states the law.





b.	Man does the work.





3)	Everything was based upon a covenant between God and man.





B.	After the cross, man is related to God through GRACE.





C.	Therefore, prior to the cross, we have LAW-WORKS.





D.	After the cross, we have the period of GRACE.





1.	Commonly called the Lord's prayer.





2.	Not intended to be a ritual prayer.





3.	Directly related to the coming (millennial) kingdom.  (Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.)





4.	This is a model kingdom-prayer to be prayed by those under the Law before the Church Age, or prayed by those in the millennial kingdom.





5.	This is obviously not a Church Age prayer.





6.	Sentimental reasons growing out of early childhood training is no reason to try to apply this prayer to the Church Age.





7.	Handling this prayer as a form of ritual:  (asked to pray in some public meeting)





A.	Don't try to correct the initiator.





B.	Treat as non-essential.





C.	Test your memory and recite with the crowd.


Mark 11:24





Several Reasons Why Prayer Isn't Answered





1.	The believer is out of fellowship, carnal, or reversionistic. (Psalms 66:18)





2.	The believer is arrogant.  (Job 35:12)





Worthless prayer (This is God's assessment of the arrogant man's prayer.)  (Job. 35:13)





3.	The believer fails to pray.  (James 2:2)





4.	The believer prays selfishly to fulfill his lustful desires.  (James 2:3)





5.	Failure to continue to believe that you will receive.  (Mark 11:24)


