PROPITIATION:  DOCTRINE OF








 1.	Definition:  The Godward side of salvation whereby God’s holiness (His righteousness and justice) is satisfied by Jesus Christ’s payment of our sins on the cross.





A.	Propitiation means “satisfaction.”  God the Father is satisfied with the work of God the Son on the cross.  He is satisfied with His perfect Person and His perfect payment for our sins on the cross.





B.	Propitiation, translated from the Greek word ilasthrion, means “mercy seat.”





Romans 3:25


25	whom God displayed publicly [on Calvary’s cross] as a propitiation in His blood [spiritual death] through faith. {This was} to demonstrate His [God/Father’s] righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He [God/Father] passed over the sins previously committed;[all mankind’s sins prior to the cross]  (Expanded Translation)





Hebrews 9:5


5	And above it {were} the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak in detail.  (NAS)





This same Greek word hilasterion relates this doctrine to the mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant.





 2.	Propitiation was communicated to Israel through the sacrificial blood sprinkled on the mercy seat.





A.	The mercy seat covered the emblems of Israel’s sin inside the Ark of the Covenant.





Exodus 25:17-22


17	"And you shall make a mercy seat of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and one and a half cubits wide. 


18	"And you shall make two cherubim of gold, make them of hammered work at the two ends of the mercy seat. 


19	"And make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end; you shall make the cherubim {of one piece} with the mercy seat at its two ends. 


20	"And the cherubim shall have {their} wings spread upward, covering the mercy seat with their wings and facing one another; the faces of the cherubim are to be {turned} toward the mercy seat. 


21	"And you shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony which I shall give to you. 


22	"And there I will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel.  (NAS)





B.	Two cherubs, representing God’s righteousness and justice, gazed upon the sacrificial blood sprinkled on the mercy seat.





C.	The blood covering the emblems of sin pictured the ceremonial satisfaction of God’s righteousness and justice.





 3.	Propitiation is related to the work of Christ on the cross.  The death of Christ covered, or paid for our sins, satisfying the righteousness and justice of God.





Leviticus 16:13-16


13	"And he shall put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on {the ark of} the testimony, lest he die. 


14	"Moreover, he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle {it} with his finger on the mercy seat on the east {side}; also in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times. 


15	"Then he shall slaughter the goat of the sin offering which is for the people, and bring its blood inside the veil, and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 


16	"And he shall make atonement for the holy place, because of the impurities of the sons of Israel, and because of their transgressions, in regard to all their sins; and thus he shall do for the tent of meeting which abides with them in the midst of their impurities.  (NAS)





1 John 2:2


2	and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for {those of} the whole world.  (NAS)





 4.	Propitiation is appropriated by faith in Christ and is the basis for the imputation of divine righteousness.





Romans 3:25-26


25	whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. {This was} to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 


26	for the demonstration, {I say,} of His righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  (NAS)





 5.	Propitiation resolves the problem of the demands of God’s righteousness and justice.
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