REPENTANCE AND RESTORATION








Thesis:  God's standard for a sinning P-T to be restored to fellowship in the body of Christ is a change of lifestyle of the sinning P-T.  (This thesis is the product of induction.)





Text:  1 Timothy 4:12





The question:  If a P-T who has a sinful lifestyle repents, is repentance alone sufficient to restore the P-T to fellowship in the local church?





Answer:  It all depends on how repentance is defined.





 1.	With or without regard to the biblical meaning of repentance, people define repentance in different ways.





 2.	How do you define repentance?





 3.	Some define repentance in the following manner:





	A.	First definition:  a change of mind.





	B.	Second definition:  a change of mind with a resultant change of lifestyle.





 4.	Now, let's answer the question in light of these two definitions.





	A.	Let's begin with the second definition.





1)	Obviously, if repentance means a change of mind with a resultant change of lifestyle, repentance alone may be sufficient to restore a P-T to fellowship in the local church.





2)	The reason this repentance may be sufficient for restoration is because lifestyle was the problem and this type of repentance resolved the lifestyle issue by resulting in a change of lifestyle.





3)	A Danger:  It should be noted that it is possible to change your lifestyle without changing your mind.  





a.	For example:  I may not think my lifestyle is wrong, but I will change my lifestyle if I think that the cost is to great to pay if I don't change my lifestyle.





b.	Application:  I will continue to think that there is nothing wrong with my lifestyle, but I will change my lifestyle if I think I will lose my church if I don't change my lifestyle.





B.	Now, the first definition.





1)	If repentance means only a change of mind, repentance alone is not sufficient to  restore a sinnning P-T to fellowship in the church.





2)	Using this definition, why is repentance alone not sufficient for restoration?





3)	Repentance alone is not sufficient for restoration because lifestyle is the issue and a change of mind, here by definition, does not result in a change of lifestyle.





4)	Under this definition, there is no cause and effect relationship between repentance and lifestyle.





5)	Therefore, under this definition, repentance will always fall short of the needed recovery for a sinning P-T.





6)	The sinning P-T needs to change his lifestyle, not just change his mind about his sinful lifestyle.





7)	Changing the mind from a state of denial to a state of acknowledgement may meet our first definition of repentance, but it does not meet God's standard for total recovery from a sinful lifestyle.





8)	A P-T has changed his mind if, yesterday, he denied that his sinful lifestyle was sinful, and today he is convinced that it is.





9)	This change of mind matches our first definition of repentance, but acknowledgement alone does not change a lifestyle.





 10)	If a change of lifestyle, in fact, follows repentance, then, definition #1 must be eliminated, and definition #2 must be accepted.





   11)	Operation "KRY" secures the victory over a sinful lifestyle, while repentance only opens the door for victory.  (See Problem Solving Device #11:  Operation "KRY")


