RECONCILIATION:  DOCTRINE OF





 1.	Definition:  Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and man, replacing enmity with peace.  While propitiation is Godward, reconciliation is manward.



2 Corinthians 5:18-19

18	Now all {these} things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 

19	namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  (NAS)



 2.	Prior to salvation, mankind is regarded as the enemy of God.



Romans 5:10

10	For if while we were enemies [unbelievers], we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved [kept eternally secure] by His life.  (NAS)



Colossians 1:21-22

21	And although you were formerly alienated [from God] and hostile in mind, {engaged} in evil deeds, [as unbelievers] 

22	yet He [Jesus Christ] has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him [God/Father] holy and blameless and beyond reproach--  (NAS)



 3.	Peace is a synonym for reconciliation.  Jesus Christ came to provide peace with God through His work on the cross.



Ephesians 2:14-18

14	For He Himself [Jesus Christ] is our peace, who made both {groups [Jews and Gentiles] into} one, [the Church Universal] and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, [reference to the  wall around the inner court of the Old Testament tabernacle which separated Jews from Gentiles]

15	by abolishing in His flesh [on the Cross] the enmity, {which is} the Law of commandments {contained} in ordinances [Mosaic Law], that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, {thus} establishing peace, 

16	and might reconcile them both [Jews and Gentiles] in one body [Body of Christ] to God through the cross, by it [the Cross] having put to death the enmity.[Mosaic Law] 

17	And He came and preached peace to you who were far away [Gentiles], and peace to those who were near [Jews]; 

18	for through Him we both [Jews and Gentiles] have our access in one Spirit to the Father.  (Expanded Translation)





Colossians 1:19-20

19	For it was the {Father's} good pleasure for all the fulness [of Deity] to dwell in Him, 

20	and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, {I say}, whether things on earth or things in heaven.  (NAS)



 4.	The peace offering of Leviticus 3 depicts the doctrine of reconciliation.



Leviticus 3:1-5

1	`Now if his offering is a sacrifice of peace offerings, if he is going to offer out of the herd, whether male or female, he shall offer it without defect before the LORD. 

2	`And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and slay it at the doorway of the tent of meeting, and Aaron's sons, the priests, shall sprinkle the blood around on the altar. 

3	`And from the sacrifice of the peace offerings, he shall present an offering by fire to the LORD, the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 

4	and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, which is on the loins, and the lobe of the liver, which he shall remove with the kidneys. 

5	`Then Aaron's sons shall offer {it} up in smoke on the altar on the burnt offering, which is on the wood that is on the fire; it is an offering by fire of a soothing aroma to the LORD.  (NAS)



 5.	Every member of the royal family of God (Church Age believer) is an ambassador representing Christ on earth.  Therefore, each member of the royal family has the ministry of reconciliation.



2 Corinthians 5:18-20

18	Now all {these} things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 

19	namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

20	Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  (NAS)



 6.	The mechanics of reconciliation remove the barrier:



A.	Sin is removed by redemption and unlimited atonement;



Galatians 3:13

13	Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us [as our substitute]-- for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"-- (NAS)





Ephesians 1:7

7	In Him we have redemption [the purchase of our freedom from the slave market of sin] through His blood [spiritual death], the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,  (NAS)



Titus 2:11

11	For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  (NAS)



Hebrews 2:9

9	But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the angels, {namely,} Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.  (NAS)



B.	Penalty of sin is removed by expiation;



Colossians 2:14

14	having canceled out [removed completely] the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us [the penalty of sin, spiritual death] {and} which was hostile to us; and He has taken it [our guilt] out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  (Expanded Translation)



C.	Problem of physical birth removed by regeneration;



Titus 3:5

5	He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness [human works, self righteousness], but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  (NAS)



1 Peter 1:23

23	for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, {that is,} through the living and abiding word of God.  (NAS)



D.	Relative righteousness or human good removed by imputation and justification;



Philippians 3:9

9	and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from {the} Law [self righteousness], but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness [imputed] which {comes} from God on the basis of faith,  (NAS)



Hebrews 10:14

14	For by one offering [His spiritual death on the cross] He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.[positionally, at salvation]  (NAS)



Romans 5:1

1	Therefore having been justified [vindicated, acquitted, declared righteous] by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, (NAS)



Galatians 2:16

16	nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.  (NAS)



E.	The barrier of God’s perfect character removed by propitiation;



Romans 3:24-25

24	being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 

25	whom God displayed publicly [on the cross] as a propitiation [satisfactory payment] in His blood [spiritual death] through faith. {This was} to demonstrate His [God/Father’s] righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed [all mankind’s sins prior to the cross];  (Expanded Translation)



1 John 2:1-2

1	My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 

2	and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins [His perfect Person and perfect work satisfied the righteousness and justice of God/Father]; and not for ours [believers] only, but also for {those of} the whole world.  (NAS)



F.	Problem of position in Adam removed by position in Christ.



1 Corinthians 15:22

22	For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.  (NAS)



2 Corinthians 5:17

17	Therefore if any man is in Christ, {he is} a new creature [literally: creation]; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  (NAS)
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