SANCTIFICATION








Introduction





A.	Definition and description:





1)	Sanctification means set apart.





2)	Sanctification implies a separation of one thing from another.





B.	There are three different categories of sanctification in the Bible:





1)	Positional Sanctification (PS).





2)	Experiential Sanctification (ES).





3)	Ultimate Sanctification (US).





C.	The three categories of sanctification can best be understood by relating them to the three phases of God's plan for man's life:





1)	Phase 1:  point of salvation - positional sanctification.





2)	Phase 2:  from salvation to death - experiential sanctification.





3)	Phase 3:  eternity after death - ultimate sanctification.
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D.	It is imperative, when interpreting the word "sanctification," to know whether the word in context means positional, experiential, or ultimate sanctification.





1. POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION.





A.	Positional sanctification occurs the moment someone trusts in Jesus Christ for salvation.





B.	Positional sanctification separates people who have believed in Christ for salvation from those who remain in unbelief.





C.	Positional sanctification has absolutely nothing to do with the lifestyle of a person.





D.	Positional sanctification is the result of faith in Christ.





E.	Positional sanctification is once and for all, never to be repeated.





F.	Several verses in which positional sanctification is the issue:





Hebrews 10:14 - "For by one offering (Christ's death on the cross) he (J/C) hath perfected forever (made positionally perfect forever) them that are sanctified (those who are sanctified positionally)."





Point:  If you have been positionally sanctified, you have been made perfect in the eyes of God because of your position. (If salvation depended upon our lifestyle, no one would ever make it.  Praise God that our salvation is dependent upon our position, and not our lifestyle.)





1 Corinthians 1:30 - "But of him (G/F who is author of the plan) are ye in Christ Jesus (those who have believed are positionally "in Christ"), who (Jesus Christ) of God (G/F as author of the plan) is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and SANCTIFICATION, and redemption. (We are sanctified because of our position.)





Hebrews 10:10 - Christians are rightly called "holy brethren" and "saints" because they have been positionally sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.





2 Thessalonians 2:13 - (. . . because God (G/F) hath from the beginning (eternity past) chosen you to salvation (G/F has chosen to save some) through sanctification (positional sanctification saves) of the Spirit (the H.S. does the sanctifying) and belief in the truth (faith in the Gospel saves).





1 Peter 1:2 - Elect (G/F chooses to save anyone who will trust Christ) according to the foreknowledge of God the Father (G/F has known from eternity past the moment you would believe in Jesus Christ) through sanctification (positional sanctification, the reason why God could choose to save you) of the Spirit ( the H.S. does the sanctifying) . . .





G.	Positional sanctification and the Corinthians:





1)	Paul addressed the Corinthians as saints and as already sanctified. (1 Corinthians 1:2; 6:11)





2)	Yet his very letter to the Corinthians was written to correct those Christians because of sin.


(1 Corinthians 5:1-2; 6:1, 7-8)





3)	They were sanctified in Christ, but they were far from sanctified in daily life.





4)	Positional sanctification relates to salvation and has nothing to do with lifestyle.





H.	When a person is positionally sanctified, that person has all of that type of sanctification that he can get.  The point is that you either have it or you don't.  There is no such thing as partial positional sanctification.





2.	EXPERIENTIAL SANCTIFICATION.





A.	Experiential sanctification relates to a believer's  lifestyle between two points of time:  from the moment of salvation until the moment of death.
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B.	Experiential sanctification relates to a believer's life being transformed into the likeness of the life of Jesus Christ.  (Growth into Christlikeness)





C.	Experiential sanctification cannot begin until after a person has been saved (positionally sanctified).





D.	Experiential sanctification should begin immediately after salvation; however, it very seldom does.





E.	Experiential sanctification is a process.





1)	There is no one shot decision that can immediately make a person like Christ.





2)	There is no one shot experience that can immediately make a person like Christ.





F.	Experiential sanctification vs. positional sanctification.





1)	Positional sanctification depends upon what God has done for us.





2)	Experiential sanctification depends upon what a believer does for God.





G.	Experiential sanctification does not save anyone.





H.	Experiential sanctification results from the intake and application of God's Word to life's situations by believers who are filled with the Holy Spirit.





I.	Believers can be partially experientially sanctified.  This is true of any believer who has begun to grow, but not yet arrived at total Christlikeness.





J.	Some verses related to experiential sanctification:





1 Thessalonians 4:3-4 - "FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD (G/F), EVEN YOUR (brethren, already positionally sanctified because they are brethren) SANCTIFICATION (experiential sanctification), THAT YE (born again believers who have been positionally sanctified) SHOULD ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION:  (this implies that born again believers can become involved in fornication which will disrupt the process of experiential sanctification, but fornication will not destroy the results of positional sanctification.)





John 17:17 - SANCTIFY (experiential sanctification) THEM (saved disciples) THROUGH THY TRUTH (the Word of God applied in the disciple's lives), THY WORD IS TRUTH.





2 Corinthians  3:18 - BUT WE ALL (born again believers), WITH OPEN FACE (the mask is off) BEHOLDING AS IN A GLASS (looking into a mirror) THE GLORY OF THE LORD, ARE CHANGED INTO THE SAME IMAGE (the process of experiential sanctification) FROM GLORY TO GLORY, EVEN AS BY THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD (the Holy Spirit is the sanctifier).





Ephesians 5:25-26 - HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, EVEN AS CHRIST ALSO LOVED THE CHURCH (born again believers who have been sanctified positionally), AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR IT (the church, already positionally sanctified); THAT HE MIGHT SANCTIFY (experiential sanctification) AND CLEANSE IT WITH THE WASHING OF WATER BY THE WORD, (the Word of God applied is the cleanser used to clean-up the believer).





1 Thessalonians. 5:23 - AND THE VERY GOD OF PEACE SANCTIFY (experiential sanctification) YOU (born again believers already sancified positionally) WHOLLY (completely); AND I PRAY GOD YOUR WHOLE SPIRIT (human spirit), AND SOUL, AND BODY BE PRESERVED BLAMELESS UNTO THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS.





2 Peter 3:18 - BUT GROW IN GRACE AND IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST (results in experiential sanctification), . . .





3.	ULTIMATE SANCTIFICATION.





A.	Ultimate sanctification is the final perfecting of all born again believers by making them just like Christ.





B.	Ultimate sanctification is a process with several things to be accomplished during the process:





1)	The believer is finally separated from his old-sin-nature at the point of physical death. (The old-sin-nature is in the body, and goes to the grave with the body.)





2)	The believer receives a resurrection body at the rapture.





3)	All human good is burned at the Bema Seat judgment.





C.	Ultimate sanctification occurs for believers in the future eternity.





D.	Some verses that relate to ultimate sanctification.





Ephesians 1:4 - ACCORDING AS HE HATH CHOSEN US (born again believers) IN HIM (Christ) BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD (at the eternal life conference), THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY AND WITHOUT BLAME (ultimate sanctification) BEFORE HIM IN LOVE:





Jude 1:24 - NOW UNTO HIM (Jesus Christ) THAT IS ABLE TO KEEP YOU FROM FALLING (losing your salvation), AND TO PRESENT YOU FAULTLESS (ultimate sanctification) BEFORE


THE PRESENCE OF HIS GLORY WITH EXCEEDING JOY,





Romans 8:29 - FOR WHOM HE DID FOREKNOW, HE ALSO DID PREDESTINATE TO BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON, (ultmate sanctification) THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FIRSTBORN AMONG MANY BRETHREN.





1 John 3: 2 - . . . . WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM (ultimate sanctification); . . .











SUMMARY





A.	Positional Sanctification:





1)	Believers ARE sanctified.





2)	It is once-and-for-all at the moment of salvation.





3)	This sanctification is as perfect as God is perfect.





4)	This sanctification is related to salvation.





B.	Experiential Sanctification:





1)	Believers are BEING sanctified.





2)	It is a process accomplished by the power of God through the Word.





3)	This sanctification is as perfect as the believer is perfect.





4)	This sanctification is related to a believer's spiritual blessings in time and his rewards in eternity.





C.	Ultimate Sanctification:





1)	Believers WILL BE sanctified.





2)	This is a process begun at death, and continued at the resurrection, and Bema Seat judgment.





3)	Believers will be perfected into the very image of the Son of God.





D.	The Bible does not teach that any believer is ever completely sanctified while still in the physical body.





