THE SPLIT PERSONALITY FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE BIBLE.








James 1:5-8


5	If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 


6	But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 


7	For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 


8	A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. (KJV)





James 1:5-8  [ interpretive translation ] "But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all believers generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask by means of faith [the faith-rest drill] without any doubting; for the one who doubts is like a wave in the sea constantly being agitated by the wind and constantly being tossed here and there.  For that kind of person must stop thinking that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a split personality [believer], unstable in all his ways."





 1.	The word personality is used in psychology for the function of the soul in thinking about one's environment and one's self in relationship to that environment





 2.	God's plan for creatures always starts with a cohesive, integrated, and unified soul, with no split in the personality.





 3.	God created both Satan and mankind (Adam and the woman) with a unified soul.





A.	Satan used his own volition to become arrogant and to split his personality.





B.	Adam and the woman sinned and created a split personality.





 4.	Since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, a unified personality is reformed through salvation, cognition, metabolization, and application of doctrine.





 5.	When the old sin nature influences the soul, we are one person; and when God the Holy Spirit influences the soul, we are another person.





 6.	Every time we sin, we split our personality.





 7.	A split personality can be mended by use of the rebound technique followed by, yieldedness to God the Holy Spirit and the resumption of cognition, metabolization, and application of doctrine.





 8.	The split personality is the basis for being divorced from the reality of life.





A.	If you have such things as bitterness, anger, hatred, vengeance, or jealousy in your soul, you have a split personality.





B.	There is no justification for any mental attitude sin no matter how you have been mistreated.





C.	When the personality is split, it is split by personal sin in the life.





 9.	The arrogance complex and emotional complex of sins split the personality.





10.	When you split your personality, you become two people.





A.	One person:  You are what you were by way of Bible doctrine.





B.	Second person:  You are what you become by way of jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, anger, hatred, self-pity, and the emotional sins.





11.	Sanity vs. Insanity





A.	Sanity describes the normal personality.





B.	Insanity describes the abnormal personality.





C.	The cohesive, integrated personality is described in terms of sanity and rationality.





D.	Sanity is the antithesis of arrogance.





E.	Arrogance is insane thinking.





F.	Principle:  You cannot be arrogant and be sane at the same time.





G.	Listen to Scripture:





Romans 12:3 "For I say through the grace which has been given to me to every one who is among you, stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity, for the purpose of being rational without illusion as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine."





H.	Christians are commanded to think in terms of sanity which is in contrast to arrogance.





I.	Illusion is divorcement from reality and goes with the split personality.





12.	God has assigned to each one of us a cohesive personality compatible with His protocol plan.





A.	Bible doctrine in the right lobe of the soul gives cohesiveness and unity to the personality.





B.	Without Bible doctrine in the soul’s stream of consciousness, sooner or later the believer will become divorced from reality via moral or immoral degeneracy.





13.	The normal, integrated, cohesive personality is humble, and humility comes through the consistent cognition of Scripture.





14.	Personality and Christian service:





A.	If Christian service comes from a split personality, the production is called dead works.





B.	Production that glorifies God comes from a unified personality.








15.	Bitterness and jealousy in the soul guarantees a split personality.  The secondary personality takes the believer away from reality into illusion.





16.	The problem of Christian psychosis (the most severe form of personality disorder).





A.	Dr. Frank W. Putnam, a psychiatrist, has written the best current work on dissociative multiple personality disorders.





B.	Dr. Putnam describes alter personalities in chapter five:





"The core feature [ in dissociative multiple personality disorders ] is the existence of alter personalities who exchange influence over the individual's behavior.  It is important to state from the outset that whatever an alter personality is, it is not a separate person.  It is a serious therapeutic error to relate to the alter personalities as if they were separate people.  Although many alters will emphatically insist that they are separate people, the therapist must not buy into the delusion of separateness.  The therapist can empathize with each of the alter's feelings of separation and each alter's unique perception of experience and events, but the global message from the therapist should always be that all the alters constitute one person.  I do not think that anyone knows what ultimately constitutes all that is involved in how this happens, but I conceptualize the alters as highly discrete states of consciousness organized around a prevailing affect, a sense of self with limited kinds of behaviors and a set of state dependent memories."





C.	Dr. Putnam categorizes some of the alter personalities as follows (p. 107):





1)	The Host Personality.





a.	The host personality acts as the master of ceremonies.





b.	The host has executive influence of the body the greatest percentage of time.





c.	A typical host personality is depressed, anxious, and hedonic (insensitive to pleasure), unable to experience happiness, rigid, frigid, compulsively good (self-righteous arrogance)





d.	Host personalities are often overwhelmed by their life circumstances and present themselves as powerless and at the mercy of forces beyond their influence or comprehension.





e.	Many host personalities are unaware of the existence of other alter personalities.





2)	The child personality.





a.	A person may be an adult one moment and a child the next.





b.	The number of child personalities in a multiple personality disorder usually exceeds the number of adult personalities.





c.	The and infant personalities are usually frozen in time; they are locked into a given age until late in the course of therapy when relieved of their psychological burden.





d.	They may even grow up prior to integration.





e.	Child and infant alters frequently serve the functions of holding memories and affects generated by earlier traumatic experiences.





f.	When the personalities come out, they may repeatedly express emotions previously repressed by traumatic experiences.





g.	The reaction is often non-verbal and takes the form of writhing on the floor, reenacting the experience by throwing themselves into the walls, or some potentially dangerous behavior.





h.	They may curl up in the fetal position or become non-responsive.





i.	They often perceive the therapist as if he or she were the original abuser.





j.	They see everything as wonderful and even idealize their abusers.





k.	They retain a childhood innocence that other alters have lost.





3)	The persecutor personality.





a.	This personality is in diametric conflict with the host personality.





b.	This personality will sabotage the patient's life and may inflict serious injury upon the body in attempts to harm the host or other personalities.





c.	They may be responsible for self-mutilation or suicide attempts, which are actually internal homicides as persecutor personalities attempt to maim or kill the host personality.





d.	The perceived degree of separateness that allows one personality to believe that it can kill another personality without endangering itself has been labeled as pseudo delusionism and a form of translogic.





4)	The suicidal personality.





a.	They often have a single minded dedication to the task of suicide and may have no awareness of the host or other personalities.





b.	They can be difficult to reason with and may represent a significant danger to the patient.





c.	The system of personalities can usually be enlisted to hold in check the self-destructive impulses.





5)	The protector or helper personality.





a.	They serve as a counter balance to the suicide and persecutor personalities.





b.	These protectors can exert sufficient degree of influence on the more dangerous or selfªcompromising behavior so as to prevent real danger.





c.	These personalities come in a number of different forms.





d.	In females, these guardians are often male alters.





6)	The internal self-helper.  This personality is physically passive and relatively emotionless and provides information and incite into the inner workings of the system.





7)	The member trace personality.





This personality usually has a more or less complete memory of the life history of the patient.





8)	The cross gender personality.





a.	In the female patient, male personalities are found in about half of the cases.





b.	In male patients, female alter personalities are found in two thirds to three quarters of the cases.





c.	The cross gender personalities often expresses itself in dress, hairstyle, occupation, and behavior.





9)	The promiscuous personality.





a.	These are personalities that express forbidden impulses, often these impulses are sexual.





b.	This personality may reenact previous sexual abuses in and out of a therapy setting.





c.	A common scenario is for a female patient's promiscuous alter to pick up a strange man, set up an intimate situation, and then vanish, leaving the sexually frigid host personality to contend with the person's advances.





d.	The host personality interprets this situation as rape.





10)	The administrator and obsessive-compulsive personality.





a.	These alters emerge in the work place and aid a multiple personality disorder in earning a living.





b.	Co-workers typically see only this personality.





c.	They are often described as cold, distant, and authoritarian.





11)	The substance abuser.





a.	He can be involved in sedatives, drug abuse, and alcohol abuse.





b.	The drug abuse is usually limited to a specific alter personality.





12)	The personality with special talents or skills.





a.	These skills may be work related, artistic, or athletic.





b.	These alters may be exceptionally skilled at what they do and exist purely for the expression of that ability or talent.





13)	The imitator and impostor.





a.	This personality often mimic other personalities.





b.	When this personality emerges, it appear to sound like they are the alter personality they are imitating.





c.	They mimic someone to make it impossible for a therapist to work on a certain issue.





14)	Demons and spirits.





Many therapists will attempt to suppress the angry, hostile, and malevolent personality.





15)	The original personality.





a.	The other personalities of the system will identify another personality as the original personality.





b.	This is the integrated, unified, cohesive personality.





17.	Romans 7:11-25 definitely a split personality passage which is a warning to every Christian regarding the importance of God's grace provision of rebound as a problem solving device.





Rom 7:11-25 [ expanded translation ]  "For the old sin nature, which had grasp the opportunity through the commandment [you will not lust], deceived me, and through it killed me [temporal spiritual death].  So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.  Therefore did the absolute good become [carnal] death for me?  Definitely not!  But the old sin nature, in order that it might be exposed through the absolute good made [temporal] death a reality to me, that through the commandment the old sin nature might become utterly sinful.  For we know that the Law is spiritual phenomena; but I am of flesh, having been led astray under [influence of] the old sin nature.  For what I am doing [unchecked old sin nature influence of the soul], I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do [execute the Christian way of life], but I am doing the very thing I hate [old sin nature influence].  But if I keep doing the very thing I do not wish to do (and I do), I agree with the Law that it is noble.  But now, am I no longer the one doing it, but the old sin nature which indwells me.  For I know that there does not indwell me, that is, in my flesh any intrinsic good; for to will is present with me, but the doing of the noble is not.  For I do not do the intrinsic good I desire to do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish to do.  But if I am doing what I do not desire to do, I am no longer the one doing it, but the old sin nature which lives in me.  Consequently, I discover this principle that when I desire to do the honorable thing, evil resides in me.  For I joyfully concur with the law of God with reference to the inner man, but I see another of a different kind of principle in my members, fighting against the principle of my mind [the unified, cohesive, integrated soul], and making me a prisoner to the law of the old sin nature which is in my members [body].  I am [TALAIPOROS] a stressed out person!  Who will rescue me from the body of this [temporal] death?  Grace belongs to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  Therefore, on the one hand I myself with my mind serve the law of God, but on the other, with my old sin nature I serve the principle of sin."





A.	The major problem of interpretation of this passage is whether or not this was Paul's actual experience as a psychotic believer or is this a point of doctrine in which he personalized it by using himself as the illustration?  There is no conclusive way to prove this was Paul's experience because there is no other evidence that he ever had any psychotic problems.





B.	In verse eleven, the believer is deceived by the various characteristics of the old sin nature on the one hand and by arrogance which forms a blindness against one's own failings on the other hand.  The tenth commandment helped Paul understand the old sin nature and the utter sinfulness of sin.





C.	Verse 15 is the beginning of the description of the split personality.  The believer with a split personality in the last three stages of reversionism has lost the reality that comes from Bible doctrine and does not understand what he is doing.





D.	In verse 17, Paul states that he has gone so long without rebound that the old sin nature is influencing the soul.  The original personality is not committing the sin but one of the split personalities of a multiple personality disorder is producing the sin.





E.	When the old sin nature influences your life, you are divorced from the only reality that counts, namely, the reality of Bible doctrine.  No believer recovers from multiple personality disorder without the consistent inculcation, cognition, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.  Recovery is impossible apart from what God has provided in grace.





F.	We all face the internal warfare of serving the law of God or the old sin nature.  If we serve the old sin nature, it is possible to become a psychotic believer.
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