The Motivation of Success





Proverbs 23:7  For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: . . . . (KJV)


Introduction:


Someone has said, “Nothing breeds success like success.”


My desire this morning is to deal with the idea of success in a child’s life as success relates to the field of education.


This past week God has laid the following thoughts on my heart, which thoughts I must share with you.


Let me begin.


Body


 1.	Success is a motivator.


2.	If a child’s thinks (perceives) that he will not succeed, he will not try.


Corollary:  If a child thinks (perceives) that he will fail, he will not try.


 3.	A child will say, “Learning is hard,” when someone tries to teach him on a level for which he has not yet been prepared to learn.


This child’s perception is wrong.  He should be taught that learning is not HARD.  Learning is IMPOSSIBLE if there is any attempt to teach him at a level for which he has not yet been prepared to learn.


 4.	If a child lacks motivation, failure will exacerbate his lack of motivation.


 5.	Constant failure in any activity motivates to no motivation for that activity.


School Application:  Does this not explain why many children don’t want to go to school TO LEARN?  No motivation in the field of academics because of constant failure in the field of academics.


Another School Application:  If a child is FORCED into the academic arena, either by law or by parents, the child will gravitate to an activity in which he finds some measure of success.  Hence, he can’t wait for PE, or Camera Club, or Band, or Pom-Pom Girls, or something else while inwardly hating such courses as English, or Science, or Math.


 6.	Success at any level motivates to succeed at the next higher level.


 7.	Learning is like building with blocks.


 8.	You cannot build on any level before the prior level has been built.


Illustrate:


Build 5 levels of blocks.  Note success at the 5th level.


Ask a volunteer to build 5 levels of blocks and note the success.


Now, ask for another volunteer to do the following:


Set three blocks on top of each other.


Now, ask the volunteer to put the fifth level in place.


Note:  It can’t be done!!  It can’t be done until the fourth block is in place.


Application:  How can we expect a child to build at the fifth level if level two is not in place?


Application:  How can we expect a child to build at the fifth level if level three is not in place?


Application:  How can we expect a child to build at the fifth level if level four is not in place?


Application:  How can we expect a child to build at the fifth level if level 2-4 is not in place?


Principle:  To ask a child to achieve at a level for which he is not prepared guarantees failure.


Principle:  Guaranteed failure guarantees low self-esteem.


Principle:  Low self-esteem guarantees behavior that will search of success.


Principle:  Success to low self-esteem may be doing nothing, nothing, nothing, nothing.


Principle:  Success to low self-esteem may be doing ANYTHING to get attention.  (How better to do that than to break the rules?)


Application:  How many times have you heard a parent say, “He won’t do anything.”


 9.	When a prior level has been built, success at building at the next level is as easy as building it.


10.	Why do you think a boy wants to pick up a basketball instead of a textbook.


If he can’t read, he knows he will fail at reading--therefore, he avoids reading.


If he can’t add and subtract, he knows he will fail at math--therefore, he avoids math


Laziness is not the problem.  Fear of failure is the problem.


He is motivated in a direction that he thinks he will not fail.


The child will limit his activities to whatever he thinks will make him successful.


If he thinks he might fail, he will avoid the activity.


11.	Success is a wonderful motivator.


12.	To find success, the direction is not always forward.


Application:  Success in the field of education may require going back to an earlier level to learn something that was missed at that level, the knowledge of which is demanded if success is to be achieved at the present level.


Interpretation:  If a child is unsuccessful at the seventh grade level, he may have to be taken back to learn something at the second grade level if he is ever to be successful at the seventh grade level.


Principle:  Don’t expect to be successful in grade seven if you missed the basics in Grade 2.


13.	If a child is failing, be willing to seek his success level and challenge him to succeed at that level.


14.	There are two basic things required to make a failing child successful in the John T. Goad Christian School beginning in September:


Understanding a cooperative parents.


A child who truly wants to learn.





My prayer is that God has given us both.


