GOD IS THREE IN ONE


or


THE PERSONALITY OF GOD











Introduction





Have you ever heard the word Trinity? or Triune Godhead?  Has anyone ever told you that God is Three Persons?  Has anyone ever talked to you about God, and used the phrase Three in One?  Has anyone ever told you that Christianity has only one God?





Have you ever tried to figure all this out?  Have you ever tried to make sense out of it?





If you have ever studied mathematics, you know that there is no way for 1 to equal three, or for 3 to equal 1.





How then can God be Three in One?  The following information is designed to explain how God is Three in One.





Body of Information





 1.	God is Light: Jn. 8:12; 1 Jn. 1:5.





 2.	To understand the composition of light will further help us to understand more about God being Three in One.





 3.	Light is composed of three separate and distinct substances:  actinic, luminiferous, and calorific.





A.	Actinic: "Cannot be seen or felt.”





B.	Luminiferous: "Can be seen and felt.”





C.	Calorific: "Cannot be seen, but can be felt.”





4.	As one light ray contains three separate and distinct substances, so God is three separate and distinct persons.





A.	The Father: cannot be seen or felt.





B.	The Son: can be seen and felt.





C.	The Holy Spirit: cannot be seen, but CANNOT be felt (analogy breaks down here).





5.	The concept of light serves as a good illustration of how one thing (God) can be three separate and distinct things (Persons) at the same time:








Light	God





Actinic	Father


Luminiferous	Son


Calorific	Holy Spirit





6.	This illustration does not prove that God is Three Persons.  It simply illustrates how three different things can be wrapped up in one word: light = actinic, luminiferous, calorific; God = Father, Son, Holy Spirit.





7.	The proof that all Three Persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) are God is verified through a search of Scripture for evidence that all Three Persons are God.  This is possible.





8.	Connect the study on the "Essence of God" with this study on "God is Three in One."
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9.	To say that God is Three in One is simply to say that God is Three Persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), and that these Three Persons have exactly the same characteristics:  S,EL,L,J,+R,O,O,O,I,V.





10.	This is all that God is Three in One means--no more and no less.  Any way this meaning is changed will only confuse the issue.











11.	So, whether you say 3 in 1, or 1 in 3, or Triune God, or Trinity, it all comes out the same.  There are Three Persons of the Godhead with exactly the same characteristics:





Father:	S,EL,L,J,+R,O,O,O,I,V.


Son:	S,EL,L,J,+R,O,O,O,I,V.


H.S.:    S,EL,L,J,+R,O,O,O,I,V.





12.	No matter what you call it, it always comes out the same.





13.	Although God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit have exactly the same characteristics (S,EL,L,J,+R,O,O,O,I,V), the Three Persons of the Godhead do not have the same function (job description).





14.	The job descriptions of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in relationship to the PLAN OF GOD for our lives is as follows:





A.	Father: author of the Plan. (1 Cor. 8:6a)





B.	Son: executor of the Plan. (Jn. 5:30; 1 Cor. 8:6b)





C.	Holy Spirit: revealer of the Plan, restorer to the Plan. (Jn. 14:26; Tit. 3:5; Gen. 1:2)





15.	Some further points of interest concerning the Three Persons of the Godhead of Christianity:





A.	Most people who say, "God," do not know of whom they speak, but they are referring either (1) to the entire Godhead (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), or they are referring (2) only to God the Father.





B.	When someone raises a question about the God of Christianity, it is legitimate to ask "God who?" God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, or the entire Godhead?





C.	Just because the job description of God the Son is different from the job descriptions of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit makes Him no less God than the Father or the Holy Spirit.





D.	Job descriptions for the Godhead were determined by one characteristic, Sovereignty, while total essence determines deity.





E.	The word God is grammatically like the word "sheep.”  Although singular in spelling, it can be used to mean more than one.
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