LESSON SIX

We do not need to go on being defeated in our Christian lives.  God has made adequate provision for us to take the all important step.

FROM DEFEAT TO VICTORY

Scripture Background 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the Savior of his knowledge by us in every place. (II Corinthians 2:14) 

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loves us. (Romans 8:37) 

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work. (II Corinthians 9: 8) 

Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain. (John 15: 16) 

How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. (II Corinthians 8:2) 

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give unto your bosom. For with the Same measure that ye mete withal it, shall be measured to you again. (Luke 6:38)

Lesson Aim 

To encourage appropriation of the provision which has already been made through which it is possible to move out of turmoil and defeat and into abundance and victory in daily Christian living. 

Some of you who are studying this lesson are right now undergoing a period of discouragement and defeat in your lives. In this lesson we will discuss one of the most important things that faith can accomplish in the life of a Christian. We will discover how to go from poverty to riches from defeat to victory from failure to success.  The Word of God reveals only one key.  Some people get the idea that victory is based on the amount of praying that a person might do. But when you read Hebrews 11 you find that victory is not the result of praying prayers; it comes by faith.  Some people think that they fail because of their lack of prayer. This is not the root cause of the problem.  You can pray until you are blue in the face, but if you do not believe, you will continue to fail.

Some people believe that success depends upon the amount of work you do.  But this is not the answer either.  If you do not have faith you will fail no matter how hard you may work for God.  It is faith that makes it possible for God to operate.  And unless God operates, man's operation is in vain. This world is not interested in what you are doing for God; it is interested in what God is doing for you.  I’m interested in learning how to get God to operate; only in a secondary sense is man's operating important. If God ever starts operating like He wants to, you will not have to worry about man's operating.

On one occasion while preaching in Norman, Oklahoma, I said to a lady' on the first row, "Sister, do you believe in God?" She replied, "Yes." I continued questioning, "Do you believe He can do anything?" Again her answer was, "Yes." "What are you believing Him for right now?" She replied, "For food, clothing, shelter things of that nature." I wasn't talking about that sort of thing. Some of the biggest devils in town have all those things; in fact some of them seem to have more than many Christians. I questioned her again: "What are you believing God for right now that would take a miracle for Him to keep His word? What promise are you standing on?" She turned as white as a sheet; she did not know. One by one I asked everyone in the church a similar question. There was only one woman in that church that day who had any faith. She stood up and said, “I may seem foolish, but I am believing that God is saving somebody right now.”  Before three minutes had passed a woman left her seat screaming and crying, "I have got to be saved!" But God did not operate until someone believed.

BECOMING CONQUERING CHRISTIANS

There is a verse of Scripture that bothered me for some time. It says, "Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the Savior of his knowledge by us in every place.”  (II Corinthians 2:14)  Do you know why that verse bothered me? It says, "Thanks be unto God which causeth us to triumph." We need to face the reality that there are some areas of our lives in which we are not triumphant Christians.  We are not conquering Christians.  We are not really having victory; we are failing.

Don't start comparing yourself with someone else. There is always the chance that you can find someone alongside of whom you appear to be a pretty good person. Compare yourself to the Word of God. Here is God’s Word saying that He always is causing us to triumph.  Some people feel that God will somehow eventually work everything out for them.  But that is not what God is talking about.  In this verse God promises that in all of our circumstances He will cause us to be victorious.  Does your life measure up to that verse of Scripture? 

Romans 8: 37 says: "In all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. " Are you more than a conqueror in everything?  Here is a promise: Paul said “We are more than conquerors in everything." Right here in the midst of all our troubles we are more than conquerors.  Paul himself was an example of this fact; these were not just empty words to him. He knew what it meant to be a conqueror in all sorts of trials and adverse circumstances.

I looked at my life and I looked at those two verses of scripture: "more than conquerors" and "always causing us to triumph." Those verses caused me a great deal of distress. It seemed that rather than being a conqueror who was always in triumph, I was the conquered and was always in trouble. I was especially plagued by troubles in the area of finances.

What I saw in the lives of many other Christians wasn't really much help either. I remember one occasion when I went to visit a missionary.  When we went into his house, I was shocked to see his furniture. When we sat down to the table to eat, we had to be seated on nail kegs. I thought to myself that I was with a very sacrificial man.  I just knew that he gave away all his money to people who were in need so that he just didn't have anything left with which to provide for his own needs. So I finally said to him, "Sir how do you get your financial support?" He answered, "I trust God." Immediately I said, "When you get it, what do you do? Do you just give it away and distribute it among people?" He said, "No, I trust God, and all that I receive barely gets us by."  What kind of opinion do you think I had of his God?

A WAY OUT OF "POVERTY"

In II Corinthians 9:8 Paul makes it clear that God is able to make every earthly blessing come to us in abundance so that whenever someone has a need we will be able out of the abundance that God supplies to give to those who are in need. This just wasn't happening in my life. I could hardly pay my bills. I would borrow from one in order to pay the other.  That verse really bothered me. It said that God's grace is able to make you a supply that whenever there is a need, you will have money on hand to give.  You could not possibly do that and owe people.

I was also bothered by another verse of scripture: "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you that ye should go and bring forth, fruit, and that your fruit should remain." (John 15: 16) God says that we will bear fruit and that our fruit will remain. I used to brag that if I could not have a man on his knees making a profession of faith, in ten minutes, I would quit preaching. I can still do it, but that does not mean that he will get saved. The Bible does not say that we will know men by their professions, but by their fruits.  And the fruit that the Holy Spirit produces will remain.

In John 15: 5 Jesus talked about our abiding in Him and bringing forth "much fruit." Does it bother you that today God did not in some way use you to bear fruit? If there is anything in life that I want to be, it is a fruit bearing Christian. I don't want to be a fruit producing Christian – a Christian doesn’t produce fruit; the Holy Spirit produces it.  Man is just the instrument.  He simply bears the fruit; God does the producing.

As we look at the challenge found in these verses, and as we desire that all of these promises become reality in our lives, let's remember that Jesus said that He would work according to faith.  God does not bow to appeals for sympathy.  Nor does He bow to bargaining.  God moves only in accordance with faith.  God honors faith.

A child of God can, and will be, more than a conqueror and will be caused to triumph when he comes to the place of faith. You will not only be made a conqueror and a triumphant Christian, but the grace of God will so abound in your life that every need that you have will be met.  I get tired of hearing people say that God had only offered to supply our needs.  He said that he would give you the desires of your heart.  Your faith is in Christ, the living Word; He is the object of your faith.

RECEIVING THROUGH GIVING

If we ever believe right then everything else will be right.  Our only job is to believe.  God had to teach me that He would rather let me fail than to let me get by with doubting His word. The fact that God loves you does not mean that He will not let you fail.  But when I began to stand on the promises of God and depend upon the faithfulness of Jesus Christ, and when I demonstrated my faith by my actions, I saw defeat turned into victory. I saw failure turned in to success. I started seeing my needs not only met but exceeded. I had money to give away I was no longer just getting by by the skin of my teeth.  When you start believing, standing on the promises, and acting on the faithfulness of the person of Jesus Christ, He will lift you up and make you more than a conqueror.

In the supply of our material needs, God operates in response to faith.  And one way that faith will show itself is by obedience to certain principles set forth in the Scripture.  We are told that the man who sows sparingly shall reap sparingly, and the man who sows bountifully shall reap bountifully. At one point of financial difficulty when I had nothing to give, I saw the truth of II Corinthians 8: 2:  "How that in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded into the riches of their liberality." These people did not have anything to give, and they gave out of their poverty. And they did so after having first given their own selves to the Lord. (II Corinthians 8:5) The first gave themselves and then gave, not out of their abundance, but they gave out of poverty.

Luke tells us that if we will give to God, God will press it down, shake it together and cause men to give back to us.  (Luke 6:36) It is perfectly within God’s will for us to give in order to receive.  God Himself did so.  He gave His Son is order in order to get us.  When I give in love and obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit, I can be sure that God will give back faster than I can give.  When I saw this truth, I started giving, and the faster I gave, the faster it came back.

If you are not experiencing the victories that we have spoken about, it is because of the sin of unbelief in your life.  Failure to act on the Word of God calls God a liar and makes it impossible for Jesus to do many mighty works among us.  There is no sin that that you can commit – including drunkenness, murder, adultery – that so humiliates and infuriates the nature of God as unbelief.  There is no sin that you can commit that is a hideous as the sin of procrastination when you need to get active and start believing God.

When you fail to claim God’s promises, that is doubt.  When the Father of John the Baptist doubted God, he became deaf and dumb.  That is why so many people are deaf to God’s Word today.  When you haven’t heard from God, you haven’t heard anything.  Have you heard from God that faith causes us to always triumph?  If so, then be a doer of the word and not a hearer only.

BENEFITS OF THE LIFE OF FAITH

The life of faith brings the Christian from a life of defeat to a life of victory, always causing us to triumph and making us conquerors in all things.  Praise the Lord that the life of faith brings us from defeat to victory, but there are other benefits which cause the Christian life to be even more victorious.

Study the following benefits of the life of faith:

The life of liberty from slavery: where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (II Corinthians 3:17)

The life of rest in warfare from disturbance in warfare: there remaineth, therefore a rest to the people of God. (Hebrews 4:9)

Life of joyfulness--instead of lifelessness: that your joy might be full (John 15:11), that you might have life more abundantly. (John 10:10) 

Life of abundant provision and freedom from material and spiritual poverty: according as His divine power hath given unto us ALL THINGS that pertain unto life and Godliness. (II Peter 1:3)

The life of faith equips you with the armor to stand against and withstand Satan: that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all to stand. (Ephesians 6:10-17)

The life of fruitfulness from barrenness: every branch that beareth fruit He purgeth it that it may' bring forth fruit. As the branch cannot bear fruit except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. (John 15:2-4)

The life of faith is a conquering life, an abundant life, a fruitful life, a joyful life, a life of rest, and a life of liberty. If your life is anything but what has been described here, then your faith is not right.  These provisions have already been made for you by the Lord, and He is waiting for you to claim these provisions by faith.  Remember, the just shall life by faith.

THE GRACE OF FAITH

In Romans 12:3 we read: "For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith." In the sixth verse of that same chapter Paul says, "Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith."

Every person has the grace of faith.  It is my opinion that even lost people have the grace of faith. The laws of faith even work for lost people. For example, Napoleon Hill, who became the first writer of the motivation movement, got his information out of the Bible. His book offers some good insights into the matter of faith. He made a study for years on how men became successful and found that they did it on a faith principle.

I do not believe that God could condemn you for not believing if you did not have the capacity, to believe.  Everybody has the grace of faith. The grace of faith is innate ability given to you, which leaves you without excuse before God, if you do not exercise that faith.  The only prerequisite for the operation of the grace of faith is a word from God.  When God gives you a promise concerning your need, you are obligated to believe Him and act on that promise.  

There are three types of people:  the disbeliever, the unbeliever, and the believer.  The disbeliever is the person that doesn’t believe anything about God.  The unbeliever is the person that may love Him devotedly, but somehow, they just never get around to believing God to the extent that He actually does something for them.  The believer is the man who says, “God said it, and “I’m going to experience it if I die.  I am going to see God convert His truth into reality.”  Faith converts the truth of the Bible into reality.  If you call yourself a believer and the truth of the Bible is not being converted into reality, you are not really a believer.  You are just fooling yourself.  We all have a measure of the grace of faith, and it is up to us to exercise it.

Right now it is the will of God for you that you exercise the grace of faith and step out in faith and obedience to the Word of God in order that you might discover in your daily lives what it means to be a mighty conqueror who is always victorious.  

SUGGESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION

1. How would you describe your Christian life - as a life of victory or defeat? If you are in a period of defeat, what is the reason for failure according to what we have just studied? What steps can you take to break loose from defeat?

2. Do you believe that God's word says that you are more than a conqueror? (Romans 8:37) Do you feel like a conqueror? Do circumstances indicate that you are a conqueror? What is true - God's word or what you see in your circumstances? How can God's truth become a reality in your circumstances?

3. Can you think of any sin or failure in your life which does not spring from unbelief? What does this say to you about dealing with the matter of unbelief.

4. Study the list of the "Benefits of Faith. 

Next Lesson:

Perhaps you have been brought to a point of faith about something in your life, but it seems that nothing has happened.  Maybe you’ve given up too soon.  Next lesson we’re going to see how to keep on believing until you have the answer in your hands.
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