Comparing Two Types of Filling “With” the Spirit



	Type #1	Type #2



Things biblically true about the first type of “filling ‘with’ the Spirit,” namely:



pimplhmi +  the genitive of pneuma

plhrhj  + the genitive of pneuma

plhrow  + the genitive of pneuma

�

Things biblically true about the second type of “filling ‘with’ the Spirit,” namely:





plhrow + en + the dative (5 case) of pneuma

��It was associated with service.�This “filling” is associated with Christian character and Christian worship.

��It was absolute (complete filling; not partial filling).�It is associated with experiential sanctification.

��It was received instantaneously (not progressive).�It is associated with holiness.

��It was temporary (could be lost).�It is not received by prayer.

��It is not commanded.�Its imperative mood makes it a command.

��It couldn’t be received by praying for it.�The command makes it normative for all Christians, that is, every Christian should possess it.

��It was for a select few (not for every believer).

�Its present tense means that it should be our habit to be filled.��It had nothing to do with sanctification (means to or result of).�Its passive voice means that Christians receive the filling when They meet the following condition:  yieldedness to the Holy Spirit.

��It did not require a volitional choice to receive it.�Volition is required to receive this type of “filling with the Spirit.”

��It is not associated with anything in the column on the opposite side of this diagram, therefore, it must be different from the “filling” on the opposite side.

�It is not associated with anything in the column on the opposite side of this diagram, therefore, it must be different from the “filling” on the opposite side.
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Conclusions:



 1.	Type #1 experience is no longer valid today, therefore, don’t expect it, don’t seek it, don’t desire it.

 2.	Type #2 experience is valid today if it is properly understood.

 3.	The charasmatics and pentecostals seek a type #1 experience.

 4.	The type #2 experience is not sought; it becomes understood, then executed.

 5.	The charasmatics and pentecostals receive an experience and then label it a type #1 experience.

 6.	The post-apostolic Church Age calls for type #2 to be normative in every Christian life.

 7.	The spurious modern-day type #1 experience is generally associated with a feeling.

 8.	The valid type #2 filling is associated with the mentality.

 9.	To seek a type #1 experience, today, is to sell your birthright for a mess of pottage.

10.	To seek a type #1 experience is to miss the entirety of what the Christian way of life is all about.

11.	Type #1 is egocentric in nature while type #2 is Christocentric in nature.



Final Conclusion:  Concerning the daily Christian walk, it is not incorrect to remove the phrase “filled WITH the Spirit” from our vocabulary. “Filled BY the Spirit” would be more appropriate.  Man seeks to be filled WITH Spirit. God wants us filled BY the Spirit.  The key:  Stop seeking and start yielding!

SEVERAL POINTS OF CLARIFICATION



Personally, I find it difficult to find fault with people who have rejected Christianity as a religion.  When we finally understand that the true objective of Christianity is Christlikeness, and not outward obedience to a set of rules, how can we fault the sheep who fail to achieve the objective when most shepherds neither understand the objective, nor do they provide an example for the sheep to follow in order that the sheep might reach the objective?  In other words, it’s difficult to fault the sheep if the shepherd fails in his responsibility to feed and/or lead.



 1.	The Greek phrase plhrow + en + the dative (5 case) of pneuma has been translated in each of the following six English versions in such a manner as to allow confusion among Christians.



Ephesians 5:18  kai\ mh\ mequ/skesqe oi)/n%, e)n %(= e)stin a)swti/a, a)lla\ plhrou=sqe e)n pneu/mati, (GRK)

Ephesians 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; (KJV)

Ephesians 5:18  And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, (NKJ)

Ephesians 5:18  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, (NAS)

Ephesians 5:18  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. (NIV)

Ephesians 5:18  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, (RSV)

Ephesians 5:18  Don't drink too much wine, for many evils lie along that path; be filled instead with the Holy Spirit and controlled by him. (TLB)



 2.	Confusion about “the filling” is manifested in a couple of ways:



A.	Experience seekers:  First, by many who seek an experience which is said to be the result of “the filling” WITH the Spirit.



B.	“How to” seekers:  Second, by others who are in constant pursuit of the illusive mechanics (how to) that will produce the “filling” as they define the “filling.”



 3.	The confusion is removed when we allow the Bible to speak to us, rather than imposing our understanding on God’s Word.



 4.	Dan Wallace, in his book, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, p. 375, makes the following assertion about Ephesians 5:18:



“The meaning of this text can only be fully appreciated in light of the plhrow language in Ephesians.  Always the term is used in connection with a member of the Trinity.  Three considerations seem to be the key:  (1) In Ephesians 3:19 the “hinge” prayer introducing the last half of the letter makes a request that the believers “be filled with all the fullness of God” ( plhrwqhte eij pan to plrwma tou qeou. )  The explicit content of plhrow is thus God’s fullness (probably a reference to his moral attributes).  (2) In [Ephesians] 4:10 Christ is said to be the agent of filling (with v. 11 adding the specifics of his giving spiritual gifts).  )3) The author then brings his argument to a crescendo in [Ephesians] 5:18:  Believers are to be filled by Christ by means of the Spirit with the content of the fullness of God.



 5.	The plhrow language in Ephesians can be summarized as follows:



A.	In Ephesians 4:10, Christ is said to be the AGENT of filling.



B.	In Ephesians 5:18, the Holy Spirit is said to be the MEANS by which the filling occurs.



C.	In Ephesians 3:19, the fullness of God is said to be the CONTENT with which we are to be filled.



 6.	Contrasting the filling in Ephesians 5:18 with the filling in the Book of Acts:



A.	Ephesians 5:18:  Christians are to be filled by Christ by means of the Holy Spirit with the content of the fullness of God.



B.	Acts:  The filling in Acts is a special embueing of the Spirit for a particular task (similar to the Spirit’s ministry in the OT.)
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