GATE 6:  FUNCTIONAL VIRTUE, IMPERSONAL LOVE








John's Approach To Virtue-Love





1 Jn 4:16-5:3


16	And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.


17	By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.


18	There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.


19	We love, because He first loved us.


20	If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.


21	And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.





1 John 5:1-3


1	Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the {child} born of Him.


2	By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.


3	For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.  (NAS)





Paul's Approach To Virtue-Love





1 Cor 12:31


31	But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.





1 Cor. 13:1-13


1	If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.


2	And if I have {the gift of} prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.


3	And if I give all my possessions to feed {the poor,} and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.


4	Love is patient, love is kind, {and} is not jealous; love does not brag {and} is not arrogant,


5	does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong {suffered,}


6	does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;


7	bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.


8	Love never fails; but if {there are gifts of} prophecy, they will be done away; if {there are} tongues, they will cease; if {there is} knowledge, it will be done away.


9	For we know in part, and we prophesy in part;


10	but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.


11	When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.


12	For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.


13	But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  (NAS)





Identifying the Various Types of Love





The following numbers will be used to identify the various types of love used in the following verses:





1.	One of the characteristics of God; His essence.


2.	Personal love for God the Father 


3.	Impersonal love for the human race.


4.	Virtue Love





1 John 4:16-21





16	And we have come to know and have believed the love (1) which God has for us. God is love (1), and the one who abides in love (1) abides in God, and God abides in him.


17	By this, love (4) is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.


18	There is no fear in love (4), but perfect love  (4) casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love (4).


19	We love (4), because He first loved  (1) us.


20	If someone says, "I love  (2) God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love (3) his brother whom he has seen, cannot love (2) God whom he has not seen.


21	And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves (4) God should (3) love his brother also.





1 John 5:1-3





1	Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves (2) the Father loves (3) the {child} born of Him.


2	By this we know that we love (3) the children of God, when we love (2) God and observe His commandments.


3	For this is the love (2) of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.  (NAS)





1 Corinthians 12:31





31	But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.





1 Corinthians 13:1-13





1	If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love (4), I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.


2	And if I have {the gift of} prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love (4), I am nothing.


3	And if I give all my possessions to feed {the poor,} and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love (4), it profits me nothing.


4	Love (4) is patient, love (4) is kind, {and} is not jealous; love (4) does not brag {and} is not arrogant,


5	does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong {suffered,}


6	does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;


7	bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.


8	Love (4) never fails; but if {there are gifts of} prophecy, they will be done away; if {there are} tongues, they will cease; if {there is} knowledge, it will be done away.


9	For we know in part, and we prophesy in part;


10	but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.


11	When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.


12	For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.


13	But now abide faith, hope, love (4), these three; but the greatest of these is love (4).  (NAS)





Facts About IL





 1.	IL is functional virtue motivated by love of God.





 2.	IL is a relaxed mental attitude toward all mankind.





 3.	IL is unconditional.





 4.	IL belongs only to the virtuous.





 5.	IL is functional virtue whereby the integrity of the subject exceeds the repulsiveness of the object.





 6	IL is motivated by God and is therefore non-discriminating.





 7.	IL toward all is the manifestation of your PL for God.





 8.	IL tolerates and extends virtue function to all forms of hostility.





 9.	The function of IL more than overcomes any problems of inequalities.





10.	IL emphasizes the integrity of the subject; PL emphasizes the attractiveness of the object.





11.	IL is the problem solver in interpersonal relationships.





12.	IL brings virtue to friendships.





13.	IL is not sustained by the object; IL is sustained by the yielded believer who has developed PL toward God.





14.	IL toward all mankind is the Christian way of life, while PL toward people is optional.





15.	IL is totally virtuous, while PL depends on many things that are not virtuous.





16.	IL is our ambassadorship; PL is a matter of the believer's norms and standards about people.





17.	IL is unprejudiced, tolerant, courteous toward all, considerate, thoughtful, and sensitive no matter how great the stress or antagonism from the object.





18.	The object of IL can be known or unknown, enemy or friend, attractive or antagonistic, virtuous or evil, honorable or dishonorable.





19.	IL cannot be destroyed or neutralized by reaction, hatred, antagonism, or animosity.





20.	Without honor, integrity, and virtue, there is no such thing as successful romantic love or friendship.





21.	IL extrapolates honor, integrity, and virtue from life in the divine dynasphere.





23.	IL functions because of who and what the subject is.





24.	IL disregards malice, hatred, hostility, and antagonism, and substitutes virtue, understanding, tolerance, and objectivity toward all.





25.	IL does not depend on what others think, say, or do to the subject, but from perception of doctrine and resultant PL for God, it has justice toward all men.





26.	IL is justice for all, sensitivity toward all, tolerance toward all.





27.	IL is dynamic because it doesn't depend on approbation, flattery, patronage, recognition, or attention; IL depends upon doctrine in the soul resulting in PL for God.





28.	IL, motivated by PL for God, is the unconditional guarantee that all members of the human race will be the recipients of the believer's honor, integrity and virtue which is manufactured by function in the first five gates of the divine dynasphere.


