THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE HUMAN CONSCIENCE








 1   There are seven manifestations of the Spirit:





A.  Develops Christian character


B.  Develops Christian service


C.  Teaches


D.  Promotes praise and thanksgiving


E.  Leads


F.  Witnesses with our spirit


G.  Makes intercession for us





 2   The human conscience is one of the seven compartments of the soul’s stream of consciousness.





	A.  Memory center


	B.  Frame of reference


	C.  Vocabulary storage


	D.  Categorical storage


	E.  Momentum


	F.  Conscience


	G.  Wisdom





 3   The relationship between the H.S. and the human conscience is a relationship between (1C) and (2F).





 4   The human conscience contains an individuals norms and standards of life.





A.	Norm:  a standard of achievement as represented by the median or average achievement of a large group;





B.	Standard:  a level or grade of excellence, attainment, regarded as a goal or measure of adequacy.





 5   The norms and standards of one’s life are learned.





 6   The norms and standards of one’s life are determined by what one accepts as truth, disregarding the truthfulness of what has been accepted as truth.





 7   There are true norms and standards and false norms and standards.





A.  True norms and standards match God’s norms and standards for Church Age believers.





B.  False norms and standards deviate from God’s norms and standards for a human being, even if the deviation is ever so slight.





 8	Again, the norms and standards of one’s life are learned.





A.  False norms and standards can be learned from any source apart from the teaching ministry of the H.S.





B.  True norms and standards are learned from the teaching ministry of the H.S.





 9   How the teaching ministry of the H. S. works.





	A.	For the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to function [properly, the following things are required:





1)	A human teacher:  this can be a Pastor-Teacher, an evangelist, a Teacher, a writer, a Christian witnessing.





2)	The truth of God’s Word:  any of the principles, promises, doctrines, techniques contained in the Word of God.





3)	The indwelling H.S.:  received at the moment of salvation and never lost.





4)	A yielded Church Age believer:  the believer who has “placed himself/herself at the disposal of God.”  (  The Greek word translated “yield” [KJV] is  paristhmi  )





B.	A yielded Church Age believer is confronted with the truth of God’s Word by a human teacher, and the Holy Spirit illuminates the believer’s mind with the meaning of that truth.





10.	By an act of faith, the Church Age believer accepts the meaning of truth as illuminated to his mind by the Holy Spirit.





11.	The moment a Church Age believer accepts the meaning of truth as illuminated to his mind by the Holy Spirit, the following takes place:





A.	A true norm or standard is established in the human conscience based on that new truth.





B.	If a false norm or standard had been previously learned, a true norm and standard is established replacing the false norm or standard.





12.	Conviction of sin:





	A.	The meaning of several words:





1)	The words “convict” and “convince” come from the same Latin word “convincere” and are synonymous.





a.	convict:  to bring to a realization of one’s guilt:  as, he was convicted by his own conscience.





b.	convince:  to persuade by argument or evidence; to cause to feel certain: as, the Holy Spirit convinced him of sin, righteousness, and judgment.





2)	reprove:  [obsolete] to convince or convict.





3)	confute:  to prove a person to be in error.





4)	elegkw ( The word translated “reprove” in John 16:8 [KJV] ):





a.	Arndt & Gingrich:  (p.p. 248-249)





1.	to bring to light, expose, set forth; convict or convince someone of something.





2.	point out something to someone.





3.	reprove, correct, (used in Greek literature in the following manner:  “show him his fault while you are alone with him”).





4.	punish, discipline.





(Note that numbers 1, 2, and 3 appeal to the soul’s mentality, not the soul’s emotion.)





b.	Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of New Testament Words (Vol. 3, p. 474):  “to show someone his sin and to summon him to repentance (a change of mind)”





B.	A possible misunderstanding of the words “convict” and “convince”:





It is thought by this Pastor that there is a misunderstanding of these two words in 1994.  The word “convict” is being associated with the soul’s emotions, while “the word “convince” is being associated with the soul’s mentality. One has become a “feeling” word (appealing to the emotions), while the other has become a “cerebral” word (appealing to the intellect, rather than the emotions).





For example, if someone says, “He is under conviction for his sin,” it is implied that the one under conviction is “FEELING-guilt and remorse” for having committed sin; however, if someone says, “He is convinced that he has sinned,” it is implied that the person who is convinced has come to a MENTAL understanding that he is a sinner.





Because of this possible misunderstanding, and since the words “convince” and “convict” are, in fact, synonymous, confusion of meaning can be avoided if the word “convince” is used in place of “convict.”





It should be clearly understood by every Christian that the Holy Spirit does not CONVICT anyone of sin, believer or unbeliever, if the word “convict” is made to mean “to feel-guilty.”  The Holy Spirit doesn’t make anyone FEEL anything.  To associate feelings with a work of the Holy Spirit is not only dangerous, it is Scripturally unwarranted.





C.	Point of doctrine:  It is not wrong to associate the word “convict” with the word “sin” just as long as it is understood that the true meaning of the word “convict” does not imply the generation of feelings (emotions) in the one under conviction.  To be under conviction means to be aware of the fact that you have sinned.  You may or may not feel anything.





13.  Only the unbeliever is convicted (reproved, convinced, confuted) of sin by the Holy Spirit.  (Jn. 16:8)





John 16:8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  (KJV)





The following words are substituted for “reprove” in the respective Bibles:





NAS:  convict


NIV:  convict


RSV:  convince


TLB:  convince


NEB:  confute





14.  The Holy Spirit convicts only the unbeliever of sin, and that sin is the sin of UNBELIEF in Christ.  (Jn. 16:9)





15.	Listen to L.S. Chafer on the word “convict” in John 16:8:  (Vol. 6, p. 94)





“The determining word is  elegkw  [ elegko ], since it defines what it is that the Holy Spirit does in the mind and heart of the unsaved individual respecting sin, righteousness, and judgment.  The A.V. (King James Version) translates the word by reprove, the R.V. (Revised Version) translates it convict, and still other scholars have translated it convince.  In every instance where this word appears, the word connotes the impartation of understanding regarding the subject in question.  With this in view the translation by the word enlighten is perhaps most satisfactory.”





Listen to John 16:8-11 using the word “enlighten” in place of the words “reprove, convict, convince, confute.”





John 16:8-11  (KJV)





8	And when he is come, he will enlighten the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:


9	[[ He will enlighten the world ]] Of sin, because they believe not on me;


10	[[ He will enlighten the world ]] Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;


11	[[ He will enlighten the world ]] Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.





16.  Using the misunderstanding found in (12B) wherein the word “convict” is said by some to mean “to be made to feel guilty,” it must be understood that there is not even one passage of Scripture that teaches that the Church Age believer is convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit.





A.	The Church Age believer IS convicted (made to feel guilty) of sin if he violates a norm or standard in his conscience.





B.	The Church Age believer IS NOT convicted (made to feel guilty) of sin if his action does not violate one of his norms or standards.





C.	The Holy Spirit does not convict (make to feel guilty) the Church Age believer of even one sin.  It is the violation of his conscience that convicts (makes to feel guilty) him of sin.





17.	This statement (16C) explains why two Church Age believers can commit the same act and one will be convicted (made to feel guilty) of sin and the other will not be convicted (made to feel guilty) of sin.





A.	The one convicted (made to feel guilty) of sin has violated a norm or standard in his conscience, and whether it is a true norm or standard or a false norm or standard is irrelevant.





Example of a true norm or standard violated and producing guilt feelings:  A person knows that worry is a sin, and is convicted (feels guilty) when he worries.





Example of a false norm or standard violated and producing guilt feelings:  A person believes that eating meat is sinful, and is convicted (feels guilty) when he eats meat.





B.	The one not convicted (made to feel guilty) of sin is not convicted (made to feel guilty) for one of two possible reasons:





1)	He has no norm or standard related to the act committed.





Example:  If a person does not know that worry is a sin, he will not be convicted of sin when he worries.





2)	He has a false norm or standard regarding the act committed, and the act committed is consistent with that false norm or standard.





Example:  Worry has been accepted as normal, not sinful, so there will be no conviction when the person worries.





18.	Considerations for those who think that the Holy Spirit convicts (makes to feel guilty) the Church Age believer of sin:





A.	The conscience has no relevance if the Holy Spirit convicts (makes to feel guilty) the Church Age believer of sin.





B.	The believer can circumvent the Word of God if the Holy Spirit convicts (makes to feel guilty) of sin.  (This means that we don’t need the Word of God if the Holy Spirit convicts.  We could learn from the Holy Spirit rather than the Word of God.)





C.	If a Church Age believer holds both true norms and standards and false norms and standards in his conscience, the H.S. could only convict (make to feel guilty) regarding the true norms and standards.  The argument would follow this line of reasoning:





1)	If a believer believes that worry is a sin, and it is true that it is a sin, and


2)	if a believer believes that eating meat is a sin, but it truly is not a sin, and


3)	since a characteristic of the H.S. is veracity (truth),


4)	it would be concluded that the H.S. would only convict the believer of #1 above, but not #2 above, because only #1 is true, and again,


5)	since a characteristic of the H.S. is veracity (truth), He would not convict the believer of something that was not truth.


6)	Example of #5:  The H.S. would not convict the believer of sin for eating meat, since eating meat is not sinful.





19.  Further evidence that the H. S. does not convict (make to feel guilty) the Church Age believer of sin





A.	Not one passage of Scripture teaches that the Church Age believer is convicted (made to feel guilty) of sin by the Holy Spirit.





B.	Since the Holy Spirit convicts (enlightens) the unbeliever only of his unbelief, it must be his conscience that convicts (makes to feel guilty) him of wrongdoing when his wrongdoing is other than unbelief.





C.	As the unbeliever is convicted (made to feel guilty) by his conscience, so is the Church Age believer convicted (made to feel guilty) by his conscience.





20.	More questions to ponder by those who think that the Holy Spirit convicts (makes to feel guilty) of sin:





A.	If the Holy Spirit convicts (makes to feel guilty) of sin, then why is the conscience of both the Church Age believer and the unbeliever the issue in 1 Cor. 8:12 and 1 Cor. 10:27?





Answer:  Because it is the conscience that makes us feel guilty, not the Holy Spirit.





B.	If the Holy Spirit convicts (makes to feel guilty) the Church Age Believer of sin, then what is the conscience, and what is its purpose and value?





Answer:  If the Holy Spirit makes us feel guilty, then the conscience has no purpose and value because the Holy Spirit has usurped its purpose and value.





21.	Listen to L. S. Chafer on the conscience:  (  Systematic Theology, Volume 6, p. 234-235  )





“In the light of the truth that the Holy Spirit is grieved by sin and that this reaction to sin on the part of the Spirit is experienced by the one in whom He dwells, [ italics mine ] it may be questioned whether the believer ever lives by the dictates of his conscience after he is saved.  The presence of the Holy Spirit creates new standards as high as divine holiness itself, [ italics mine ] and the Christian’s manner of life either does not or does grieve the Spirit on that high and holy plane [ italics mine ]. The Apostle testified that his conscience bore him witness in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 9:1-3).  It is probable that the Holy Spirit employs the human conscience, but He certainly imparts to it a new standard concerning what is right and what is wrong.”





My notes about Chafer’s comment:





A.	The italicized words represent statements with which I have difficulty accepting.





B.	Statements with which I have difficulty and why?





1)	“this reaction to sin on the part of the Spirit is experienced by the one in whom He dwells” - I do not think that the believer experiences the Holy Spirit’s grief for the believer’s sin.  What the believer experiences is the feelings of guilt associated with the violation of the norms and standards of his own conscience.





2)	“The presence of the Holy Spirit creates new standards as high as divine holiness itself - It is not the presence of the Holy Spirit that creates new standards as high as divine holiness itself.  It is the believer’s acceptance of truth illuminated by the Holy Spirit to the believer’s mind that creates new standards as high as divine holiness itself.  If the Holy Spirit does not illuminate the believer’s mind, and/or the believer does not accept that illumination, the believer’s standards will not change and they will not be as high as divine holiness itself.  It’s not the presence of the Holy Spirit that creates new standards as high as divine holiness itself.  It is illumination and acceptance that creates new standards as high as divine holiness itself.  Since every believer is indwelt with the Holy Spirit, experientially, it should be clear that his or her standards are not as high as divine holiness itself simply because he/she is indwelt with the Holy Spirit.  A believer’s ignorance of truth or rejection of truth prohibit the creation of new standards as high as divine holiness itself.





3)	“on that high and holy plane” - “the high and holy plane” refers to divine holiness as a standard created by the presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit within every Church Age believer.  The problem is with the idea that the very “presence” of the Holy Spirit creates new standards as high as divine holiness itself, and I have already shown why I reject that idea.





4)	“it is probable that the Holy Spirit employs the human conscience” - I completely agree with this statement, but Chafer does not give the mechanics of how the Holy Spirit employs the human conscience.





5)	“He certainly imparts to it a new standard concerning what is right and what is wrong” - This statement tells us what the Holy Spirit does, but it doesn’t tell us how the Holy Spirit does it.  He seems to imply that the Holy Spirit miraculously imparts a new standard of rightness and wrongness to the human conscience.  I would disagree with that idea.  He does this by teaching the believer and when the believer accepts the Holy Spirit’s teaching, the new standard is created.  Again, the process is illumination and acceptance.





C.	Summary of why I have difficulty with Chafer’s statement:





1)	I cannot find biblical support for the idea.





2)	I cannot substantiate it by my own personal experience.





22.	Listen to Charles Ryrie on the conscience:  (  Basic Theology, by Charles Ryrie, p. 198  )





“The conscience is a witness within man that tells him he ought to do what he believes to be right and not to do what he believes to be wrong.  Conscience does not teach us what is right or wrong but prods us to do what we have been taught to be right.  One can do what is wrong in good conscience because he has been misinformed as to what is right and wrong (Acts 23:1).”





23.	Chafer vs. Ryrie on “conscience”:  (this Pastor’s opinion)





Chafer is partly right and vague.  Ryrie is correct.





24.	Conclusion associated with the wrong definition of conviction:  The Holy Spirit does not convict (make to feel guilty) the Church Age believer of sin.  The Holy Spirit does teach truth to the Church Age believer and that truth when accepted establishes a norm or standard in the human conscience, which standard when violated, convicts (makes to feel guilty) the Church Age believer of sin.





25.	Since the Holy Spirit indwells every believer, and since the Holy Spirit is both veracity (truth) and absolute righteousness (+R), the conscience of the Church Age believer is no more changed by the indwelling of the veracious (truth bearing) Holy Spirit than is the Church Age believer’s life made experientially righteous by the indwelling of the absolutely righteous Holy Spirit.





Point:  The Holy Spirit Who teaches the Church Age believer the Word of God.  When the believer believes what the Holy Spirit has taught, a norm or standard is established in the Church Age believer’s conscience.  When the believer violates the norm or standard established in his conscience, conviction (being made to feel guilty) results.





26.	The Pentecostals, prior to the Charismatics, were teaching in the 1960’s that the Holy Spirit convicts (makes to feel guilty) the believer of sin.
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