THE WORLD


(The Satanic Cosmos)








THE LIE





 1.	Become acquainted with this term:  THE LIE.





 2.	Exposing the LIE:





A.	“untruth” is synonymous with “the lie.”





B.	A comment by L.S. Chafer:  “In its ultimate form, untruth is a substitution of self for God and the assumption (substitution) of a self-designed plan of life for that purposed by the Creator.  This is the lie.  (L.S. Chafer, Vol. 2, p. 67)





C.	Chafer’s comment amplified:





1)	“untruth,” here, means “the lie.”





2)	The “lie” is anything that is untrue.





3)	The greatest form of “the lie” is . . .





a.	substituting self for God, and/or


b.	substituting a self-designed plan of life for God’s plan and purpose.





Comment:  It is extremely important that you understand the scope of what is meant by “the lie.”  It goes far beyond false words that come out of the mouth.





D.	“The lie” is a lie because the lie is antigod from every angle of consideration.





1)	Satan is antigod from every angle and consideration.





2)	Listen to Jesus as He exposes Satan for who and what he is.





John 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. (KJV)





a.	Satan “abode not in the truth.”


b.	Satan “is a liar.”


c.	Satan is “the father” of the lie.





 3.	The relationship between the lie and the misguided life:





A.	All untruth (the lie), as seen in misguided lives, partakes of, and grows out of Satan’s lie in disowning the truth which God is.





B.	What can we learn from this statement?





1)	Every misguided life is operating in the sphere of untruth (the lie).


2)	The misguided person is misguided because he is guided by untruth (the lie).


3)	It is untruth (the lie) that misguides an individual.





 4.	“The lie” can be . . .





A.	thoughts:  thinking that is contrary to God’s thinking.


B.	speech:  saying things contrary to what God would say.


C.	actions:  doing things contrary to what God would do.


D.	a plan:  planning that does not include God . . .





1)	excluding Him from the plan.  


2)	exclude Him from the planning of the plan.





Romans 1:16-25


16	For I am not ashamed of the gospel [[ here, representing the truth as opposed to “the lie” ]] of Christ: for it [[ the gospel ]] is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 


17	For therein [[ that is, in the gospel, representing the truth as opposed to “the lie” ]]  is the righteousness [[ imputed ]] of God revealed from faith [[ saving faith (Ephesians 2:8):  trusting Christ as Saviour ]] to faith [[ walking faith (2 Corinthians 5:7):  trusting the principles, promises, doctrines, and techniques that result in a moment-by-moment walk with Christ ]]: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. [[ see Colossians 2:6 ]]


18	For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness [[ representing “the lie” ]],; 


19	Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it [[ what may be known of God ]] unto them [[ wicked and godless men who reject the truth of the gospel, and believe “the lie” ]]. 


20	For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world [[ kosmoj ]] are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made [[ things created, such as those things found in Genesis 1 ]], even his eternal power and Godhead [[ representing truth as opposed to “the lie”]]; so that they [[ mankind ]] are without excuse [[ if you know the truth, you are without excuse ]]: 


21	Because that, when they [[ wicked men who had believed “the lie” ] knew God [[ through the things that were created ]], they [[ men who knew God through the things that were created, but had rejected the truth for “the lie” ]] glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their [[ men who knew God through the things that were created, but had rejected the truth for “the lie” ]] imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 


22	Professing themselves to be wise, they [[ men who knew God through the things that were created, but had rejected the truth for “the lie” ]] became fools, 


23	And changed [[ substituted ]] the glory [[ essence ]] of the uncorruptible God into an image [[ the lie ]] made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 


24	Wherefore God also gave them [[ men who knew God through the things that were created, but had rejected the truth for “the lie” ]] up to uncleanness through the lusts of their [[ men who knew God through the things that were created, but had rejected the truth for “the lie” ]] own hearts, to dishonour their [[ men who knew God through the things that were created, but had rejected the truth for “the lie” ]] own bodies between themselves: 


25	Who [[ men who knew God through the things that were created, but had rejected the truth for “the lie” ]] changed [[ substituted ]] the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature [[ the lie ]] more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. (KJV)





Principle:  Worshipping anything other than God the Father through Christ the Son is part of Satan’s “lie.”  The images worshipped are part of the “lie” and worship of the images is part of “the lie.”





II Thessalonians 2:9-14


9	The coming of the lawless one [[ the Anti-christ in the Tribulation ]] will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders,


10	and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing [[ this describes the unsaved]]. They perish because they refused to love the truth [[ verse 14 indicates that the truth, here, is the gospel of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection ]] and so be saved [[ from hell and the lake of fire ]].


11	For this reason [[ because many of the unsaved during the Tribulation will not believe the gospel ]] God sends them [[ the unsaved who reject the gospel during the Tribulation ]] a powerful delusion so that they [[ the unsaved who reject the gospel during the Tribulation ]] will believe the lie [[ here, any form of works salvation substituted for the gospel ]]


12	and so that all [[ the unsaved who reject the gospel during the Tribulation ]] will be condemned [[ go to hell ]] who have not believed the truth [[ the gospel ]] but have delighted in wickedness.[[ here, any form of works salvation ]]


13	But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.


14	He called you to this [[ salvation ]] through our gospel [[ the good news about Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection ]] , that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (NIV)





Principle:  Every form of works salvation, which forms are determined by their specific sets of rules, is part of “the lie,” either developed personally by Satan, or developed by man which development Satan permits.








THE WORLD





1.	There seems to be more information in the Bible on the subject of “the Satanic cosmos” than there is on any other subject.





 2.	The body of truth on this subject is represented by the Greek word  kosmoj.





 3.	The word  kosmoj is used 187 times in the New Testament and in every instance but one is translated “world.”





 4.	When reading the King James Version, it is important to know that the English word world is translated by the several Greek words:





kosmoj           used 187 times meaning the Satanic cosmos.


aiwn                used 41 times with a time meaning.


oikoumenh       14 times meaning an inhabited district.





5.	The word oikoumenh  has no bearing on our present subject.





6.	“The world” [[ kosmoj ]] defined and described:





A.	The Satanic cosmos (  kosmoj  ) is a vast order or system that Satan has promoted, which conforms to his ideals, aims, and methods.





B.	The [[ kosmoj ]] is civilization functioning apart from God.





C.	 The kosmoj is a civilization in which none of its promoters really expect God to share anything with His creatures.





D.	Within the kosmoj, none of its promoters assign to God any consideration in respect to their projects; nor do they 





E.	Within the kosmoj, none of its promoters ascribe any causativity to Him.  (In other words, they don’t think that God can or has caused anything, including things all of creation.)





F.	The kosmoj embraces its godless governments, conflicts, armaments, jealousies, its education, culture, religions of morality, and pride (arrogance).





G.	The kosmoj is the sphere in which man lives.





H.	The kosmoj is what man sees, and what he employs (uses; what keeps you busy or occupied; what occupies your time, attention).





I.	To the uncounted multitude the kosmoj is all that they ever know so long as they live on this earth.





J.	The kosmoj is properly styled the satanic system, which phrase is in many instances a justified interpretation of the so-meaningful word, kosmoj.  The kosmoj is literally a cosmos diabolicus.





 7.	What’s wrong with the  kosmoj?  The root evil in the  kosmoj  is that in it ( the kosmoj ) there is an all comprehensive order or system which is methodized on a basis of complete independence of God.








8.	The word  aiwn  when referring to the Church Age carries with it the idea that the Church Age is evil in character.  For example:





2 Timothy 4:10  For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. (KJV)





A.	Demas not only forsook the Apostle Paul, but he also “loved this present world (age.)





B.	Demas was not loving a period of time as a period of time.  Demas loved the evil character of the time in which he lived.





9.	The word  aiwn  is translated “world” in the following passages and refers to the Church Age as a period of time characterized by evil.





Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world [[the Church Age as a period of time characterized by evil]]: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)





2 Corinthians 4:4  In whom the god of this world [[the Church Age as a period of time characterized by evil ]] hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (KJV)





Galatians 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world  [[the Church Age as a period of time characterized by evil ]], according to the will of God and our Father: (KJV)





Ephesians 2:2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course [[ aiwn:  the Church Age as a period of time characterized by evil ]] of this world [[ kosmoj ]], according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: (KJV)





Ephesians 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world [[ aiwn:  the word does not exist in the older manuscripts ]], against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)





(The phrase “against the rulers of darkness of this world” should read “against the world-rulers of this darkness.”  Note the difference in the NAS and the RSV)





Eph 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  (NAS)





Eph 6:12  For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  (RSV)





10.	Lexicographers agree that  kosmoj  means “order, regularity, disposition, and arrangement.”





11.	The opposite of  kosmoj  is chaos.





12.	The etymological development of the word  kosmoj:





A.	Originally representing order in the arrangement of things, it comes to mean the contemplation of humanity in relation to those things, and, following the fall, as separate from, and foreign to God, being under authority which is antigod.





B.	Of the 186 times in which the word  kosmoj is translated  “world” in the King James New Testament, it refers to the sphere of satanic influence and authority.





C.	The New Testament concept of the world is that it opposes God just as worldliness opposes spirituality.





D.	The inattentive Bible reader thinks of the world as merely a place to live, a planet on which both good and evil exist.





E.	That the New Testament word “world” attributes that to which it refers with an antigod character is a surprise to many.





13.	Listen to several verses using the word  kosmoj.





John 12:46  I am come a light into the world [[ kosmoj:  implies darkness ]], that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. (KJV)





John 16:8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world [[ kosmoj ]] of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: (KJV)





John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world [[ kosmoj ]] ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (KJV)





John 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world [[ kosmoj ]], even as I am not of the world [[ kosmoj ]]. (KJV)





John 17:25  O righteous Father, the world [[ kosmoj ]] hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. (KJV)





John 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world [[ kosmoj ]]: if my kingdom were of this world [[ kosmoj ]], then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. (KJV)





Romans 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world [[ kosmoj ]] may become guilty before God. (KJV)





Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world [[ kosmoj ]], and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: (KJV)





1 Corinthians 1:21  For after that in the wisdom of God the world [[ kosmoj ]] by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. (KJV)





1 Corinthians 5:10  Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world [[ kosmoj ]], or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. (KJV)





1 Corinthians 11:32  But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world [[ kosmoj ]]. (KJV)





Ephesians 2:12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world [[ kosmoj ]]: (KJV)





James 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world [[ kosmoj ]]. (KJV)





2 Peter 1:4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world [[ kosmoj ]] through lust. (KJV)





2 Peter 2:20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world [[ kosmoj ]] through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. (KJV)





14.	Again, the  kosmoj is a vast order or system that Satan has promoted, which conforms to his ideals, aims, and methods.  It is civilization functioning apart from God--a civilization in which none of its promoters really expect God to share, who assign to God no consideration in respect to their projects; nor do they ascribe any causativity to Him.  His system embraces its godless governments, conflicts, armaments, jealousies, its education, culture, religions of morality, and pride.  It is the sphere in which man lives.  It is what he sees, and what he employs.  To the uncounted multitude it is all that they ever know so long as they live on this earth.  It is properly styled the satanic system, which phrase is in many instances a justified interpretation of the so-meaningful word, kosmoj.  It is literally a cosmos diabolicus.





15.	God sent His Son into the world.





1 John 4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world [[ kosmoj ]], that we might live through him. (KJV)





16.	The great mission of Christ was motivated by God the Father’s love for the world.





John 3:16  For God so loved the world [[ humanity, apart from the evil institutions, evil practices, and evil relationships of the kosmoj  ]], that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (KJV)





17.	The spiritual Christian will experience divine compassion for a lost  kosmoj  in so far as, by means of the Holy Spirit, the love of God is shed abroad in his heart.





18.	God the Father loves the world, but the Christian is told to “love not the world.”





1 John 2:15-16  Love not the world [[ kosmoj ]], neither the things that are in the world [[ kosmoj ]]. If any man love the world [[ kosmoj ]], the love of the Father is not in him. 


16	For all that is in the world [[ kosmoj ]], the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world [[ kosmoj ]]. (KJV)





A.	God the Father loves the  kosmoj, yet if the believer loves the  kosmoj,  the love of the Father is not reproduced in him.





B.	This disagreement is resolved by understanding the precise meaning of the word  kosmoj in the context under consideration.





1)	In John 3:16, the world [[ kosmoj,  that is, humanity, apart from the world’s evil institutions.





2)	In 1 John 2:15-16, the believer is told not to love the world [[ kosmoj, that is, the world’s institutions which are wholly evil in God’s estimation and are not, therefore, loved by Him.





This passage does not preclude the believer from loving nature or anything else that has not come under satanic authority.





19.	Friendship with the world makes the world’s friend an enemy of God.





James 4:4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world [[ kosmoj ]] is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world [[ kosmoj ]] is the enemy of God. (KJV)








THE COSMOS IS WHOLLY EVIL





 1.	Satan does incorporate into his system certain things which are intrinsically good.





 2.	Many humanitarian ideals, morals, and aspects of culture are consonant [[ consistent ]] with spiritual realities, though resident in the kosmoj.





 3.	Again, the root evil in the  kosmoj  is that in it ( the kosmoj ) there is an all comprehensive order or system which is methodized on a basis of complete independence of God.





A.	The kosmoj is a manifestation of all that Satan can produce as a complete exhibition of that which enters into the original lie (independence from God).





B.	The kosmoj is the consummating (complete) display of that which the creature (both angels and mankind) can produce having embarked on an autonomous career (independence from God).





 4.	The kosmoj is not a battleground whereon God is contending with Satan for supremacy.





A.	The kosmoj is a thing permitted by God.


B.	God has permitted “the lie” for it to have its fullest unveiling.





 5.	It is reasonable to understand that the kosmoj represents the supreme effort of the supreme creature (Satan), and that as the kosmoj began with the repudiation of God, it has maintained its segregation from the will and purpose of God.





 6.	That things good in themselves are included in this great system (the kosmoj) is doubtless the occasion for many deceptions.





 6.	“The lie” must run its course that it may be judged, not as a mere hypothesis or incipient (budding, beginning) venture, but in its complete and final exhibition of its antigod character.





 7.	It began with the repudiation of God by angel and man and maintains that distinctive trait until Antichrist appears and is destroyed.





 8.	The humanitarian enterprises, the culture, the laws, and religious forms of the kosmoj constitute no evidence that God is recognized in His true position or honored.





 9.	This is a Christ-rejecting kosmoj.





A.	Its princes “crucified the Lord of glory” and apart from the restraining power of God they would crucify Him again and destroy His witnesses.  (1 Corinthians 2:8)


B.	The kosmoj borrows social ideals from His teachings.


C.	The kosmoj holds forth His grace and purity as a pattern of life.


D.	BUT rejects salvation through His blood.





10.	The independent, self-centered, self-satisfied, autonomous (independence from God) kosmoj asks for no redemption since it recognizes no need.





11.	A kosmoj which crucifies its Redeemer, also hates those who are redeemed.  (John 15:18-19)





John 15:18-19


18	If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.


19	If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. (KJV)





12.	No attempt will be made by God to salvage anything out of the kosmoj when its day of demolition arrives.





13.	The following passages are a sufficient testimony to the evil character of the kosmoj:





2 Peter 1:4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world [[ kosmoj ]] through lust. (KJV)





2 Peter 2:20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world [[ kosmoj ]] through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. (KJV)





James 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world [[ kosmoj ]].  . (KJV)





James 4:4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world [[ kosmoj ]] is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world [[ kosmoj ]] is the enemy of God.  (KJV)





1 John 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world [[ kosmoj ]]: and this is the victory that overcometh the world [[ kosmoj ]], even our faith. (KJV)





John 14:30  Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world [[ kosmoj ]] cometh, and hath nothing in me. (KJV)





1 John 4:3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world [[ kosmoj ]]. (KJV)





14.	In like manner, the believer is said to have been delivered from the present evil age.





Galatians 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world [[ kosmoj ]], according to the will of God and our Father: (KJV)





Colossians 1:13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness (a reference to the kosmoj), and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: (KJV)





15.	The believer is not to be conformed to this world.





Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world [[ kosmoj ]]: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)








THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD





All earthly property is of the satanic order (the kosmoj), and the believer may use earthly property, but he must not abuse earthly property.  (1 John 3:17; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; James 2:5)





1 John 3:17  But whoso hath this world's [[ kosmoj ]] good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? (KJV)





I Jn 3:17  But whoever has the world's  [[ kosmoj ]] goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?  (NAS)





I Jn 3:17  If anyone has material [[ kosmoj ]] possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  (NIV)





I Jn 3:17  But if someone who is supposed to be a Christian has money enough [[ “money enough” =  kosmoj ]] to live well, and sees a brother in need, and won't help him -- how can God's love be within him?  (TLB)





1 Corinthians 7:29-31


29	But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 


30	And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; 


31	And they that use this world [[ kosmoj ]], as not abusing it: for the fashion [[ sxhma = scheme, form ]] of this world [[ kosmoj ]] passeth away. (KJV)





James 2:5  Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world [[ lit., “the poor as regards the kosmoj: ]] rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? (KJV)  (See Addendum 10)





Note:  This kind of poverty is honorable and should be the condition of every Christian.  To be poor as regards the kosmoj, to not have in one’s possession all and whatever constitutes the kosmoj, or to be poor regarding the things the kosmoj has to offer.








THOUGH DETAINED HERE, CHRISTIANS ARE NOT OF THE kosmoj





 1.	The redeemed of the Church Age are not of this world [[ kosmoj ]].





John 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the world [[ kosmoj ]] hath hated them, because they are not of the world [[ kosmoj ]], even as I am not of the world [[ kosmoj ]]. (KJV)





John 17:16  They are not of the world [[ kosmoj ]], even as I am not of the world [[ kosmoj ]].  (KJV)





 2.	The world [[ kosmoj ]] hates the redeemed because the redeemed are not of the world [[ kosmoj ]].





John 15:18-19


18	If the world [[ kosmoj ]] hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 


19	If ye were of the world [[ kosmoj ]], the world [[ kosmoj ]] would love his own: but because ye are not of the world [[ kosmoj ]], but I have chosen you out of the world [[ kosmoj ]], therefore the world hateth you. (KJV)





1 John 3:13  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. (KJV)





 3.	Christians are sent into the world [[ kosmoj ]] as those who have no relation to it other than to be witnesses to it.  (John 17:18)





John 17:18  As thou hast sent me into the world [[  kosmoj ]] even so have I also sent them into the world [[ kosmoj ]]. (KJV)





 4.	How does God see Christians in relation to the world [[ kosmoj ]]?





A.	Christians are ambassadors to the world [[ kosmoj ]].  (2 Corinthians 5:20)





2 Corinthians 5:20  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. (KJV)





B.	Christians are strangers and pilgrims in the world [[ kosmoj ]].  (1 Peter 2:11)





1 Peter 2:11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; (KJV)





C.	Christians are citizens of heaven, not citizens of this world [[ kosmoj ]].  (Philippians 3:20)





Philippians 3:20  For our conversation [[ citizenship ]] is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)








THE LIE OF SATAN CONCERNING JOB





 1.	Job’s experience presents a vivid illustration of God’s care over believers with respect to the attacks of Satan upon believers.





 2.	In the Book of Job, Job is represented as being perfect and upright.





Job 1:1  There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. (KJV)





Job 1:8  And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? (KJV)





Job 2:3  And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. (KJV)





 3.	Job does not need punished for evil as supposed by Job’s three friends.





 4.	Satan’s complaint regarding Job is twofold:





A.	Job is so completely protected by God so that Satan cannot reach him.





B.	Job does not really love God.  (Satan claims that God has hired Job  and God is paying Job a salary to pretend that he loves God.)





 5.	God releases Job to the power of Satan, although God establishes boundaries that cannot be overstepped by Satan.





 6.	To Job was given the privilege and honor of proving that God is worthy of all adoration, apart from His benefits.





 7.	The LIE of Satan concerning Job was completely exposed by God to the glory of God.





Several Things to Note Just In Case You Think that 


God Has Turned You or Someone Else Over to Satan





 1.	Satan attacks no one without God’s permission.





(The importance of this principle cannot be overstated.  If you don’t understand this, you will always remain confused about the pressures in your life.)





 2.	God turned Job over to Satan as a perfect and upright man.





(Is this true of you or someone else who claims to have been turned over to Satan by God for testing?)





 3.	The reason Satan wanted Job was because it was said of him that he was perfect and upright.





 4.	This test would have been meaningless had Job not been perfect and upright, otherwise, his sufferings could have been explained as discipline from God for evil doing.





 5.	The power of Satan to attack any believer is always limited by God, and Satan is never able to go beyond the boundaries established by God.





 6.	The purpose of God allowing Satan to attack a perfect and upright believer:





A.	This believer has the privilege and honor of proving that God is worthy of all adoration, apart from His benefits.





B.	Loosely interpreted, point (A.) means that God is worthy of our service because of Who and What He is, not because of what He might give us or do for us if we serve Him.








THE IMPOTENCY OF THE COSMOS [[ kosmoj ]]





 1.	The impotency and limitations of the world order [[ kosmoj ]] are most evident:





A.	Satan, as its leader, although mighty, is inferior to God:





1 John 4:4  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he [[ God, whether God the Father, God the Son, or God the Holy Spirit since all three indwell the Church Age believer ]] that is in you, than he [[ Satan ]] that is in the world [[ kosmoj ]]. (KJV)





B.	The knowledge and understanding of those associated with the world, namely, unbelievers, are also limited:





1 John 3:1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world [[ kosmoj ]] knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (KJV)





1 Corinthians 2:14  But the natural man [[ the unbeliever ]] recieveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he [[ the unbeliever ]] know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 





Romans 3:11 There is none [[ unbelievers ]] that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. (KJV)





2 Corinthians 4:3-4


3	But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 


4	In whom the god of this world  [[ kosmoj ]] hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (KJV)





1 John 4:5  They [[ false prophets who are unbelievers ]] are of the world [[ kosmoj ]]: therefore speak they [[false prophets who are unbelievers ]] of the world [[ kosmoj ]], and the world  [[ kosmoj ]] heareth them [[false prophets who are unbelievers ]]. (KJV)





C.	The cosmos [[ kosmoj ]] which God now tolerates for wise purposes related to the angelic conflict is doomed to complete destruction.





1 Corinthians 7:31  And they that use this world [[ kosmoj ]], as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world [[ kosmoj]] passeth away. (KJV)





1 John 2:17  And the world [[ kosmoj ]] passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)





