DAVIDIC COVENANT

Major Text:  2 Samuel 7:12; Psalm 89:3-4; Jeremiah 33:22, 25-26

Introduction:  The eschatological implications of the Abrahamic Covenant lie in the words land and seed.  The land promises are enlarged and confirmed through the Palestinian Covenant.  The seed promises are enlarged and confirmed in the Davidic Covenant.

The seed promise contained in the Abrahamic Covenant is now made the center of the Davidic promise.  The seed promises in general and the seed line of David, with his kingdom, house, and throne, are amplified.

THE PROVISIONS OF THE DAVIDIC COVENANT

2 Samuel 7:12 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 14 I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 15 But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 17 According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.

Inasmuch as David had come to power and authority in the kingdom and now dwelt in a house of cedar, it seemed incongruous that the One from whom he derived his authority and government should still dwell in a house of skins.  It was David’s purpose to build a suitable dwelling place for God.  Because David had been a man of war, he was not permitted to build this house.  That responsibility was left to Solomon, the prince of peace.  However, God does make certain promises to David concerning the perpetuity of his house.  The provisions of the Davidic Covenant include:

 1
David is to have a child, yet to be born, who shall succeed him and establish his kingdom.

 2.
The son (Solomon) shall build the temple instead of David.

 3.
The throne of his kingdom shall be established forever.

 4.
The throne will not be taken away from him (Solomon) even though his sins justify chastisement.

 5.
David’s house, throne, and kingdom shall be established forever.

The essential features, eschatologically, of the Davidic Covenant are implicit in the words found in 2 Samuel 7:16:  house, kingdom, throne.

 1.
house:  David’s posterity, his physical descendants.

 2.
throne:  the dignity and power which was sovereign and supreme in David as king.

 3.
kingdom:  David’s political kingdom over Israel.

This covenant is restated and confirmed:  Psalm 89:3-4, 34-36. (seed and throne)

The covenant is confirmed in the following passages:  Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; 30:8-9; 33:14-17, 20-21; Ezekiel 37:24-25; Daniel 7:13-14; Hosea 3:4-5; Amos 9:11; Zechariah 14:4, 9.

This promise to David is established by God as a formal covenant and then thereafter is referred to as the basis on which God is operating in regard to the kingdom, the house, and the throne.
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