1 Corinthians 13








Introduction:  Spiritual love over spiritual gifts.





A.	Agape love and the attributes of God.





1)	Spiritual gifts are for the revealing of Christ in us, the building up and edification of His Body and the subsequent glorifying of God the Father.





2)	Gifts provide for personal variety, functional diversity and collective unity as members of the Body of Christ.





3)	Personal love for God the Father supplies the motivation for exercising spiritual gifts.





4)	Spiritual love is the love of God, it is His love produced in us by the Holy Spirit.





a.	Eroj (Eros):  sexual love





b.	Filoj, filew (Philos, phileo):  rapport and compatibility





c.	Storge (Storge):  family love (parents and children, siblings, etc...)





d.	Agaph (Agape):  divine love produced by God.





5)	Love is an essential component of God’s nature.  The Apostle John say’s “ God is love. “ 1 John 4:8b.  Love relates to all other areas of divine essence.  Love provided the way for us to know God.  It was love that made possible the plan of salvation.  





a.	Sovereignty without love would be tyranny.





b.	Absolute righteousness and perfect justice (God’s Integrity, Holiness) without love would send all of us straight to Hell.





c.	Eternal life without love, in comparison to man (who is born spiritually dead) would mean no fellowship with God.





d.	Each one of the omni-attributes without love would work to our definite disadvantage.





e.	God is immutable, humans are fickle and changeable.  (inconsistent)





f.	God is veracity or absolute truth and man is a liar.  The nature of man, being totally depraved, instinctively heads for the ways of the world (Cosmos Diabolocus) ruled by Satan who is the father of lies.





Principle:  Without love we find nothing in the area of divine essence but condemnation for mankind





B.	Love was the motivator for the greatest sacrifice this universe has ever seen. Without love that provision would not have been made.





John 3:16


16	"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.  (NAS)





Romans 5:8


8	But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  (NAS)





1)	Love is the great commandment of the Church Age, without it no other can be fulfilled.





John 13:34, 35


34	"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 


35	"By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."  (NAS)





2)	Love is the true test of discipleship, not obedience!  Pharisee’s had outward obedience yet no  love for anyone but self.





2 Peter 1:5-7


5	Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in {your} moral excellence, knowledge; 


6	and in {your} knowledge, self-control, and in {your} self-control, perseverance, and in {your} perseverance, godliness; 


7	and in {your} godliness, brotherly kindness, and in {your} brotherly kindness, love.  (NAS)





3)	Love is the highest spiritual achievement and virtue.  It is the expression of spiritual maturity.





4)	Love is the key to the Protocol Plan of God.  Without love for God (which is demonstrated by our attitude toward His Word and our yieldedness to it) we will never fully see, understand or appreciate that everything that happens in life to the advancing believer is wrought together for good.














Romans 8:28


28	And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to {His} purpose.  (NAS)





5)	Life in the spiritual realm is built on absolutes.





a.	Everything changes!  The cosmic system is order working it’s way out to disorder.  The opposite of kosmoj (kosmos) is xaoj (chaos).





b.	God’s character is absolute, His will is absolute, His plan is absolute and it never changes.  Period!  God’s Word is absolute, it is the Rock upon which we must anchor every aspect of life.





Principle:  God’s will for your life is defined more by your spiritual gift than by any other factor.





BODY:  





A.	The spiritual value that God places on love.





1 Corinthians 13:1


1	If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  (NAS)





1)	V.1- 3rd class condition. Let’s assume, maybe yes, maybe no.  Tongues is not an angelic language!  Paul is using hyperbole. (Exaggeration for effect, not meant to be taken literally)  Paul starts out by using tongues as an example because tongues is the least of all gifts and in Corinth the most abused gift.  





a.	Tongues apart from love is a noisy gong or clanging cymbal, useless and annoying. 





b.	Ancient world had 3 uses for gongs and cymbals.  





1.	Peddlers and traders.


2.	Hired funeral wailers, mourners.


3.	Worship in heathen temples.





1 Corinthians 13:2


2	And if I have {the gift of} prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  (NAS)





1)	Prophecy and knowledge speak of the higher or more excellent gifts.  Knowledge puffs up but love edifies.  Intellectual snobbery serves only itself.  Even biblical understanding without love equals a “spiritual” snob.  Person with gift of faith and no love would have been very difficult to be around, it pandered to human arrogance and self promotion.





2)	“I am nothing.”   means there is no development of spiritual character and no conformity to the person of Christ.





1 Corinthians 13:3


3	And if I give all my possessions to feed {the poor,} and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.  (NAS)





1)	“Give” is ywmisw, 1st person singular aorist subjunctive of ywmizw-  give away all one’s property bit by bit, dole it out.  Giving without love is arrogance.  The truly sickening is self righteous giving or making sure everyone knows about it.  





Principle:  If it’s not grace, it is unspiritual and worthless inside of God’s Protocol Plan!





2)	Martyrdom without love is vain suicide.  God calls out the martyr.  You don’t choose martyrdom.  





3)	“It profits nothing” means in no respect, in no way.  If done apart from the power of the Holy Spirit it is not a spiritual activity which means no blessing in time and no reward in eternity.  No lasting value at all!  





B.	 The 15 Characteristics of agaph love.  Vv. 4-7





1 Corinthians 13:4


4	Love is patient, love is kind, {and} is not jealous; love does not brag {and} is not arrogant,  (NAS)





1)	“Patient” is the present indicative of makroqumew- a verb which means to be long suffering, long enduring, forbearing, to exercise patience.





2)	“Kind” is the 3rd person singular present indicative of xrhsteuomai- to be kind, loving, merciful, gentle.





3)	The phrase “not jealous“ is the present indicative of zhlow- be filled with jealousy, envy, preceded by the objective negative adverb ou; in the N.T. used with the indicative, it denies the reality of an alleged fact.





4)	“Does not brag” is ou followed by the present indicative of perpereuomai- boast, brag or vaunt one’s self.





5)	“Is not arrogant” again we find the objective negative adverb ou followed by the present passive indicative of fusiow- which in the passive voice means to become puffed up or conceited, to be inflated with pride, vanity or arrogance.





1 Corinthians 13:5


5	does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong {suffered,}  (NAS)





1)	“Unbecomingly” is the present indicative of asxhmonew- behave disgracefully, dishonorably, indecently.





2)	“Is not provoked” is the present passive indicative of parocunw- the passive voice means to become irritated, angry.





a.	Each phrase in v.5 contains some form of ou, the adverb of negation, which is properly translated “not”.





3)	“Does not take into account a wrong suffered” is the present indicative of logizomai- to take into account, to count something against someone to punish him for it.  Kakon- evil.





a.	Love never holds a grudge or keeps track of wrong or sin.  





(Some principles related to forgiveness)





Forgive comes from afihmi- to cancel, pardon, remit, the absolution or cancellation of debt.  Matthew 18:27, 32  26:28  1 John 1:9





Principle:  Forgive based on who and what you are “in Christ” and move on!  





Principle:  True forgiveness benefits you, the subject, it’s based on how God through Christ has forgiven you.  By the enabling power of God the Holy Spirit it flows from your character, your virtue, your integrity!  





Principle:  Forgiveness is not based on the object.  





Principle:  Forgiveness is for the person giving it, it has no value if the subject has no integrity.  It is based on God’s perfect character.





Principle:  God does not hold in judgment or condemnation that which He forgives.  (Romans 8:1, 1 John 1:9)





Principle:  Believers should make a conscious effort  not to bring up and deal daily with what has been forgiven of others in the past.





Principle:  I am to forgive others as Christ forgives me.  This is relationship with God.  














Colossians 3:12, 13


12	And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 


13	bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  (NAS)





Principle:  Any unresolved issue, no matter how small, requires forgiveness.





Principle:  Unity in the Body of Christ requires forgiveness.





Principle:  Thankfulness is an attitude that results from forgiveness and it’s application in life.





Ephesians 4:31, 32


31	Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 


32	And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  (NAS)





Forgiveness is a mandate.  





Principle:  We apply forgiveness because of our appreciation for how Christ forgave us.





Tenderhearted means to be sensitive to the needs of others.  





Principle:  A believer who has been made tenderhearted forgives others on the basis of God forgiving him.





Principle:  Forgiveness is a position of integrity or point of character





Principle:  Forgiveness means to set free from condemnation or judgment.  Evaluation from human viewpoint cannot divorce itself from condemnation.





Principle:  Forgiveness is a cancellation of a debt owed.





Principle:  Forgiveness is to permit wrong to be judged by God alone.





Principle:  Forgiveness is the removal of guilt and shame.





APPLICATION OF FORGIVENESS:  Starts first of all with a need (anything big or small) then a desire, a hope, then a volitional decision.





Principle:  Forgiveness doesn’t mean erasing all recall.  A human can never forgive and forget but you can forgive completely.  Keep forgiving till the process is complete!





Principle:  Forgiveness does not mean accepting a wrong, sin, or hurt as right!





Principle:  Forgiveness is a point of integrity for the giver.





Principle:  Forgiveness means not charging to one’s account guilt because of an offense.





Principle:  Forgiveness doesn’t mean reinstating unearned trust or belief in someone.  It’s a point of relationship from your attitude.





Principle:  Forgiveness does not reestablish personal character or integrity to the person.





Principle:  Forgiveness can’t be based on the expectation that the guilty party will or has repented.  





Principle:  Forgiveness is an expression of divine love, it is the character of Christ produced in me.





Principle:  Hope is a necessary element to forgiving, hope and faith go together, forgiveness must have hope!





1 Corinthians 13:6, 7


6	does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 


7	bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  


(NAS)





1)	Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness, wickedness, or injustice because love has not kept an account of these things.





2)	Love rejoices with the Truth alhqeia- “especially of the content of Christianity as the absolute truth.  Truth has a strongly practical side which expresses itself in virtues like righteousness and holiness.  Hence it is contrasted with adikia- unrighteousness.”  Arndt & Gingrich, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature.  pp. 35, 36





a.	The delight of love in God’s Absolute Truth is expressed by our desire, our hunger, our zeal for His Word!





b.	The spiritual man recognizes that nothing in the Devil’s World can satisfy the hunger and thirst of his soul and spirit but the Bread of Life, the Living Water of Jesus Christ.





3)	“Bears” is from stego- which means to cover, pass over in silence, keep confidential.  Used “of love that throws a cloak of silence over what is displeasing in another person.”  Arndt & Gingrich, pp. 765, 766





In other words, the application of impersonal love for all mankind!





1 Peter 4:8


8	Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.  (NAS)





4)	“Believes all things” is not blind, ignorant faith that accepts as fact everything it is told.  It is instead an abscence of suspicion in one’s nature.





5)	“Hopes” describes the optimism of love in spite of all appearances.  This is NOT a blatant denial of objective facts.  Instead, love hopes for the best and accepts realistically the worst.





6)	“Endures” is upomenw- to bear up under, to suffer patiently, to endure in trouble, affliction, persecution.





a.	The 15 verbs used of love in vv. 4-7 are all present tense, indicative moods.





The declarative indicative is used for the statement of a simple fact from the viewpoint of reality.





The weight of these statements concerning love seems to lean towards the idea of a static present tense which is “used to represent a condition which is assumed as perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.”  Dana & Mantey, p.186





b.	Spiritual love’s descriptive list begins with patience and ends with endurance, the spiritually strengthened form of patience.





c.	Love is bracketed between patience and the strength of divine endurance.





SUMMATION OF VV. 4-7:  





1.	These are the characteristics of Christ to whom we are to be conformed.  They are exemplary of His life and His manner of thinking.





2.	Galatians 5:22-23 is amplified in this passage, the character of Christ and fruit of the Spirit.





3.	The positives are patience, kindness, rejoicing, bearing, believing, hoping and enduring.  God demonstrates that love is sacrificial and not selfish.





4.	The negatives are jealousy, bragging, arrogance, thoughtlessness, selfishness, irritability, fault finding and being derogatory of other people.  All of these are ego-centric and selfish in nature!





C.	Exposition of vv. 8-13





1 Corinthians 13:8


8	Love never fails; but if {there are gifts of} prophecy, they will be done away; if {there are} tongues, they will cease; if {there is} knowledge, it will be done away.  (NAS)





1)	Fail is from pipto- to fall, fail or be defeated.





Principle:  Love never falls, fails or is defeated in the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.





2)	Prophecy, tongues and knowledge were supernatural and temporary spiritual gifts which functioned in the pre-canon period of the Church Age.  (That is before the canon of scripture was complete in written form.)





3)	The phrase “will be done away” as related to the temporary gifts of both prophecy and knowledge is from the same root verb.  The 3rd person plural and 3rd person singular, future passive indicative of katargew- abolish, wipe out, set aside, in the passive voice it means to bring to an end or pass away.





a.	The passive voice, used with both prophecy and knowledge, means that the subject receives the action of the main verb.





b.	Both prophecy and knowledge received the action of termination by being worked upon by an outside force.  The completed canon of  Scripture became the outside force that rendered both prophecy and knowledge no longer necessary.





4)	The verb used with the temporary gift of tongues is the 3rd person plural future middle indicative of pauw- middle voice, to stop (oneself), cease.  “Of speaking in tongues, which will come to an end 1 Cor. 13:8”.  Arndt & Gingrich p. 638





a.	The middle voice, used with tongues, indicates that the gift of tongues would work against itself to bring about it’s own termination, i.e. work itself out of a job.





b.	Tongues were a sign, a warning to unbelieving and reversionistic Israel of the impending 5th cycle of discipline (national destruction) Isaiah 28:11, 1 Corinthians 14:21-22.  The prophecy related to tongues was fulfilled in 70 A.D.  Tongues as a prophetic warning had a limited use from the beginning and when their usefulness had run it’s course, tongues ceased in and of themselves.





1 Corinthians 13:9, 10


9	For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; 


10	but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.  (NAS)





1)	“Part” is the genitive singular of meroj- partly or imperfectly.  “The genitive is the case of definition or description.  The genitive reduces the range of reference possible to an idea, and confines it’s application within specific limits”.  A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament, Dana & Mantey, pp. 72-73





a.	Meroj is an adjective that describes divine revelation, namely, that divine revelation prior to 96 A.D. was partial.  





b.	Meroj becomes teleion (the perfect), the partial becomes the complete with the full disclosure of Scripture.





c.	With the full disclosure of Scripture in 96 A.D., the spiritual gifts of prophecy and knowledge were no longer necessary and subsequently abolished or brought to their end.  Therefore, (according to vv.8&10) the functions and the gifts themselves were temporary.





2)	“Perfect” refers to the completed canon of Scripture.  From the nominative neuter of teleioj- complete, perfect.  (As opposed to what is partial and limited.)





QUESTION:  How do we know “the perfect” is a reference to the completed canon of Scripture and not to Jesus Christ?





a.	The use of the neuter gender indicates a complete or perfect thing as opposed to the masculine or feminine which would indicate a person.





b.	The neuter gender of teleioj approximates the neuter gender of biblion or Bible.





3)	The main principle here is that the temporary gifts existed only prior to the completion of the canon of Scripture.  





1 Corinthians 13:11


11	When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.  (NAS)





1)	Paul is drawing a three-fold illustration here with innumerable applications.





Illustration #1:  Childhood- speak, think, and reason parallel tongues, knowledge and prophecy.





Illustration #2:  Manhood- “did away” from the root verb katargew- abolish, set aside, put away.





Illustration #3:  “Childish things” has a twofold reference.  First, to the temporary gifts of tongues, knowledge, and prophecy.  Secondly, to ch.12, v.31 where Paul is addressing the abuse of the gift of tongues in Corinth.  V.31 is a key verse in understanding the polemic nature of chapters 12-14.  Like children, the Corinthian believers were coveting or desiring the visible gifts, namely tongues, which they considered greater or more important than any other.  Paul addresses and regulates the abuse of tongues in chapters 12-14.





2)	Principles from v. 11





Principle:  The believer’s spiritual growth or lack of it is demonstrated by the way he or she acts, speaks and thinks.





Principle:  Recognizing you are a babe or adolescent “in Christ” is a point of genuine humility.  However, remaining in that status demonstrates unyieldedness to the will of God for your life.





Ephesians 4:15b, 13


15b  we are to grow up in all {aspects} into Him, who is the head, {even} Christ, 


13	until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.  (NAS)





Principle:  God requires of every one of His children that we “grow up” spiritually.





Principle:  The fault of failing to execute God’s Protocol Plan in this area falls squarely on the shoulders of the individual believer.





Principle:  The marvelous grace of God provides equal opportunity and equal privilege in the enabling power of the Holy Spirit for every believer-priest to learn and apply the Word of God to his or her life!





Principle:  We are what we think!  Human viewpoint or divine viewpoint.  Arrogance and subjectivity or humility and objectivity.





Principle:  Thinking motivates action.  Today you make your decisions, tomorrow your decisions make you.





Galatians 6:7


7	Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  (NAS)





Hosea 8:7a


7	For they sow the wind, and they reap the whirlwind.  (NAS)





Principle:  The Law of Volitional Responsibility means that as a royal priest every believer is directly responsible to God the Father for his or her own decisions.





Amplification:  You are not responsible for the decisions of family members, (husband, wife, son, daughter, brother, sister, etc.) friends, coworkers, brothers “in Christ” or the downtrodden of the world.  So, STOP TRYING TO BE!





It is not your personal responsibility to insure that these other people make it to Bible class, take notes, listen to tapes, watch videos, get Doctrine or grow to maturity!





Where positive volition truly exists the believer will do whatever it takes, make whatever sacrifice is necessary to get the Truth.





They will stand at the Bema Seat alone and accountable, as will you and I!





CONCLUSION:  As we grow spiritually the Word of God will bring us face to face with those areas and attitudes of life which preclude our advance to maturity.  By application these are the “childish things” of 1 Cor.13:11.  Arrogance will ignore, humility will overcome.





1 Corinthians 13:12


12	For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.  (NAS)





1)	“Now” refers to the time of Paul’s writing, (circa 55, 56 A.D.) the pre-canon period of the Church Age.





a.	Corinth was renown for it’s mirrors of highly polished Corinthian bronze.  





b.	These mirrors had to be polished constantly to maintain proper shine and reflection hence Paul’s phraseology of “seeing dimly” and “knowing in part”.





c.	Essentially he’s drawing a contrast between the temporal life of the believer and his eternal experience.  The reality of all the Truth that God is and of our relationship to Him will be made manifest to each of us in eternity.  That which in understanding and experience is restricted now will be unrestricted and unhindered then.





2)	“But” is a conjunction of contrast from de- an adversative particle which is most commonly translated but, especially when a contrast is clearly implied.





3)	“Then” is from tote- a correlative adverb of time, used here of the future.





4)	“Know fully” is from epiginoskw- which here means to know exactly, completely, through and through and implies that time in eternity future when face to face with Jesus Christ we will know Him as He has known us from eternity past.





5)	The phrase “as I also have been fully known” refers to God’s omniscient knowledge of me from eternity past.  This implies a complete knowledge in understanding and experience which only eternity can reveal.





Principle:  The resurrection body will be free from the old-sin-nature and all of our present temporal limitations.  It is the outfit that will equip us for eternity.





1 Corinthians 13:13


13	But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  (NAS)





1)	From the standpoint of spiritual virtue and spiritual impact “the greatest of these is love”.





Principle:  Love is a divine passion for Truth, for righteousness, for the spiritual life.





2)	God’s love is what actuated the sacrifice of His Son on Calvary’s cross.





Principle:  We must not reduce the love of God to a human sentiment!





Principle:  Without love we have nothing.  God’s plan, essence, will, Word and character all relate to His love.





1 Corinthians 14:1


1	Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual {gifts,} but especially that you may prophesy. (NAS)





1)	“Pursue” is from diwkw- pursue, strive for, seek after, aspire to.  Focus on spiritual love and establish it as a priority in your life.  





Romans 5:5


5	and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  (NAS)





a.	As we yield to the Holy Spirit and allow Him to produce the character of Christ within us, divine love will impact the lives of those around us.  It can’t not work!  (Double negative for empahasis only.)





b.	Focus on abiding “in Christ” and building your life on the absolutes of God’s Word.





Principle:  True change is always from the inside out.





Principle:  Your spiritual gift will manifest itself in the process of spiritual growth.  Don’t worry about it!
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