THE WORLD


(taught in conjunction with 1 John 2:15)








 1.	The cosmos (world) is a vast system and order over which Satan is the prince.  John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11





 2.	The cosmos (world) is a vast system into which all unregenerate humanity is federated with its educational and entertainment programs, its governments, its jealousies, its armaments, and its warfare.





 3.	Four prepositional phrases:





out of this word:  the believer is rescued when saved


from this world:  the believer is to be preserved


in it:  the believer must remain


to this world:  the believer is a witness





 4.	Things belonging to the world:





its own ideals


its allurements


its control of the necessities of life


the protection it affords in its governments


its ridicule of true piety


it’s misconceptions





 5.	Three things true about the world (cosmos) regarding the child of God:





it is a complex foe


it is a subtle foe


it is a formidable foe





 6.	The believer’s twofold relationship to the cosmos:





a dweller in it


a witness to it





 7.	Christ has overcome the world:  John 15:33





 8.	The believer has overcome the world:  1 John 5:4-5





 9.	Having believed, the child of God has, by his new relationship to Christ, overcome the world.





10.	While the believer has overcome the world positionally, the believer must claim an experiential victory in his daily life over the appeal which the cosmos is making to him.





11.	The believer has judicially overcome the world, and this means that the moment a person believes in Christ, God the Father says to that believer, “You have just overcome the world.”  The believer might say to God the Father, “Why did I overcome the world?” to which God the Father answers, “Because I said you did!”  The fact that God says it makes what is said a JUDICIAL overcoming.  What has been JUDICIALLY pronounced must now become experiential by the believer making the decisions that reflect an overcoming of the world.  Every believer has judicially overcome the world whether or not he ever experientially overcomes the world.





12.	The truth that Christ has overcome the cosmos and that the believer partakes of that reality from the moment he is saved is sufficient legal ground upon which the believer may, by the Spirit, be preserved from the cosmos though remaining here as a witness to it.


