1 JOHN 3:1-24


(KJV, KJV, NAS, NIV, TLB)





1	Behold [ 2p.plural verb ], what manner of [ “what manner of” is one Greek word meaning from what country, race, or tribe?  This word speaks of something foreign. ] love [ agape love ] the Father [ God the Father, the Author of the plan ] hath bestowed [ perfect tense verb indicating a permanent possession of the recipient ] upon us [ born-again believers ], that we [ born-again believers ] should be called [ named ] the sons [ Greek “teknon” meaning born children ] of God [ the Father, the Author of the plan ]: therefore the world [ the people of the world system of evil; unbelievers ] knoweth us not [ knowledge not acquired through the medium of experience ], because it [the people of the world system of evil; unbelievers ] knew him not [ did not acquire a knowledge of Him through experience ]. (KJV)





1	Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (KJV)


1	See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and {such} we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. (NAS)


1	How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. (NIV)


1	See how very much our heavenly Father loves us, for he allows us to be called his children-- think of it-- and we really are! But since most people don't know God, naturally they don't understand that we are his children. (TLB)





Notes





 1.	Every born-again Christian is called upon to behold the manner of love bestowed upon us by God the Father.





 2.	The love that God had bestowed upon us as born-again Christians is said to be foreign because it is foreign to the world.  Why?  Because the world is unable to produce it.





 3.	Born-again believers functioning in the energy of the flesh are unable to produce agape love as long as they remain in that condition.





 4.	This should speak rather loudly to us who want to talk about all of those nice people that we know who are neither born-again nor spiritual in their moment-by-moment walk as believers.





 5.	Anything produced by an unbeliever or a carnal Christians that resembles God’s plan for the moment-by-moment walk of the believer is a counterfeit of the real.





Fruit of the Spirit (is just that—fruit of the Spirit):  Galatians 5:22-23





22	But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 


23	gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (NAS)





22	But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives he will produce this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 


23	gentleness and self-control; and here there is no conflict with Jewish laws. (TLB)





 6.	This kind of love can only be produced in a believer by the power of the Spirit of God.





 7.	To become a child of God requires a spiritual birth.





John 3:7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. (KJV)


John 3:7  "Do not marvel that I said to you, `You must be born again.' (NAS)


John 3:7  You should not be surprised at my saying, `You must be born again.' (NIV)


John 3:7  so don't be surprised at my statement that you must be born again! (TLB)





 8.	Here’s something for all of us to consider:  if the world does not know Christ experientially, why should we be so surprised that we who are His children make no sense to the world?





2	Beloved [ Christians, who are the objects of God’s love ], now [ since the moment of faith in Christ ] are we the sons [ children by virtue of spiritual birth ] of God [ the Father because it is His plan ], and it doth not yet appear [ “it doth not yet appear:  aorist passive—“it has not yet been made manifest or visible” ] what [ a neuter gender interrogative pronoun used here as in a simple question ] we [ born-again Christians ] shall be [ physically ]: but [ contrasts our present physical state with our future physical state ] we [ Christians ] know [ we know because God has made a promise about our future state ] that, when he [ Christ ] shall appear [ at the time of the rapture ], we [ Christians in our present physical state ] shall be like him [ like Christ physically, not spiritually ]; for we [ Christians ] shall see him [ Christ ] as he is [ Christ in His resurrection body ]. (KJV)





2	Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (KJV)


2	Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. (NAS)


2	Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. (NIV)


2	Yes, dear friends, we are already God's children, right now, and we can't even imagine what it is going to be like later on. But we do know this, that when he comes we will be like him, as a result of seeing him as he really is. (TLB)





Notes





 1.	An implication of THIS verse is that it is possible to KNOW that you are a child of God.





 2.	While the Church Age believer is NOW in his physical body, he has not yet experienced what it will be like in his FUTURE resurrection body.





 3.	The Church Age believer will not receive his resurrection body until the rapture of the Church.





 4.	At this very moment, Jesus Christ is the only Person with a resurrection body.





 5.	The ORDER in which resurrection body’s will be received:





A.	Jesus Christ at the moment of His resurrection—three days after His physical death on the cross.





B.	Church Age believers at the moment of the rapture.





C.	At the second coming of Christ:





1)	Old Testament saints who legitimately functioned under Inherent Law.


2)	Old Testament saints who legitimately functioned under Mosaic Law.


3)	New Testament saints (those alive during the period of the four Gospels and died before the Church Age began).


4)	New Testament saints (those alive during the period of the four Gospels and died after the Church Age began, but never heard the message delivered by Paul to the disciples of John in Acts 19:1-6)


5)	Tribulation saints.





D.	Millennial saints at the end of the millennium.





 6.	The fact that there is an ORDER to the resurrection process is taught in 1 Corinthians 15:22.





20	But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.


21	For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.


22	For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.


23	But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.


24	Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. (KJV)





 7.	A resurrection body does not imply mature status simply because a resurrection body has been received.  (Philippians 3:20)





Philippians 3:20-21


20	For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 


21	Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. (KJV)





Philippians 3:20-21


20	For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 


21	who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. (NAS)





Philippians 3:20-21


20	But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,


21	who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. (NIV)





Philippians 3:20-21


20	But our homeland is in heaven, where our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, is; and we are looking forward to his return from there.


21	When he comes back, he will take these dying bodies of ours and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same mighty power that he will use to conquer all else everywhere. (TLB)





A.	The Greek word “metaschematizo” translated “change” in the KJV means “to change the outward expression by assuming one put on from the outside.”





B.	The Greek word “summorphon” translated “be fashioned like” in the KJV means “an outward expression which comes from within, and is truly a representative of one’s inner character.”





C.	Both Greek words refer to an outward change, not an inward change.





D.	At the rapture, the physical body is glorified because the change is outward, not inward.





 8.	The objective of the Christian way of life is to become like Christ.  At the moment of the rapture, any deficiency in Christ-likeness will become an objective to be completed in the eternal phase of God’s plan for the believer.





 9.	Rapture vs. Second Advent Passages:





Rapture	Second Advent


John 14:1-3	Mt. 24:32-25:13


1 John 3:2-3	Acts 1:11


		Revelation 1:7


1 Thessalonians 1:9-10	Matthew 24:30


Titus 2:11-13	Colossians 3:4


Hebrews 9:28	1 Thessalonians 3:13


1 Thessalonians 4:15-17	Jude 1:14


		Revelation 19:8, 14


		Matthew 24:37


		Luke 17:30-36








3	And every man [ a reference to born-again Christians ] that hath this hope [ “this hope” refers to a confident assurance of becoming like Christ as taught in verse 2, namely, with respect to His glorified body ] in [ Greek “epi,” literally, “upon” ] him [ Christ ] purifieth [ entire purification from all defilement made possible through the function of the old-sin-nature ] himself [ the born-again Christian ], even as he [ Christ ] is pure [ Greek “hagnos” ]. (KJV)





3	And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. (KJV)


3	And everyone who has this hope {fixed} on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (NAS)


3	Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. (NIV)


3	And everyone who really believes this will try to stay pure because Christ is pure. (TLB)





Notes





 1.	Suppose you were talking to someone about the Christian way of life, and you told him that when we meet Jesus at the time of the rapture we will become like Him.  Further suppose that because of this enlightenment, the person with whom you were talking determined that there was no practical obligation to purse spiritual purity after salvation.  It is within this context that John writes verse 3.  It is most likely that someone raised this issue with John.





“If I’m going to become like Jesus when I meet Him face-to-face, why should I bother trying to be like Him today?





 2.	First, the (KJV) might lead the reader to think that “this hope” is within himself; however, the Greek word “epi” translated “in” is a reference to a “hope” (confident assurance) generated because of what we know to be true about Christ.





 3.	“in him” is a reference to Jesus Christ, not God the Father—and how do we know?


Answer:  Two Greek words:  “hagnos” and “hagios”





“hagnos” means “pure”


“hagios” means “holy”





All three Persons of the Godhead are holy because the essence of deity is holiness; however, Jesus Christ is both God and man, and while the deity of Christ was holy, the humanity of Jesus required the maintenance of the purity with which He was born.





 4.	Generally speaking, the desire to be spiritually pure is seldom a goal in one’s life motivated simply by a salvation experience.  In other words, just because someone is saved, don’t expect them to wake up some morning and say,  “Well!  Just because I know that I am saved, I think I’ll stop sinning and become pure like Jesus.”





 5.	The motivation for a believer to move toward personal purity comes first from learning that at the time of the rapture every Christian will receive a glorified body (resurrection body) just like the glorified (resurrected) body belonging to Christ since His resurrection.





 6.	There are at least three major deterrents to personal purity in the Christian way of life:





A.	Ignorance that it is required.


B.	Rebellion against the notion.


C.	Don’t believe it’s possible.





 7.	Ignorance that it is required:  Many Christians never develop personal purity because they have never been taught that personal purity is a Christian virtue.





 8.	Rebellion against the notion:  Many Christians never develop personal purity because they prefer the influence of the old-sin-nature rather than personal purity.





 9.	Don’t believe it’s possible:  Many Christians never develop personal purity because they have been led to believe that personal purity is an unattainable virtue.





10.	The mechanics of personal purity:





A.	Saved


B.	Confessed up to date


C.	Yielded to God the Holy Spirit


D.	Momentum in the plan


1)	Learning the principles, promises, doctrines, and techniques associated with the Royal Family Honor Code


2)	Applying the pertinent principle, promise, doctrine, or technique associated with the Royal Family Honor Code that is resident in one’s soul to every life situation


E.	If there is rebellion to acknowledge or apply even one principle, promise, doctrine, or technique associated with the Royal Family Honor Code, that believer is not pure at that moment.





11.	It is safe to say that the next 3 verses have caused much debate among Christians.





4	Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. (KJV)





4	Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. (KJV)


4	Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. (NAS)


4	Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. (NIV)


4	But those who keep on sinning are against God, for every sin is done against the will of God. (TLB)





Notes





 1.	The best translation of this verse from Greek to English comes from the (NAS) version:  “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.” (NAS)





 2.	There are a couple of major thoughts that emerge from this verse:





A.	First, the sin of the person identified in this verse is not a “blip-on-the-screen.”  This is a person who is practicing sin.  The implication is that this person’s lifestyle is one of yieldedness to the old-sin-nature, not one of yieldedness to God the Holy Spirit.





B.	Second, from God’s point of view, sin is identical with lawlessness.





5	And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. (KJV)





5	And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. (KJV)


5	And you know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. (NAS)


5	But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. (NIV)


5	And you know that he became a man so that he could take away our sins, and that there is no sin in him, no missing of God's will at any time in any way. (TLB)





Notes





 1.	Again, the (NAS) translation will be considered here:  “And you know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.” (NAS)





A.	The “appearance” of Christ refers to the fact that at a point of time He became the God/Man through the virgin birth, and the purpose of His becoming “man” was that He would take away sins.





B.	The words “take away” translates a Greek word that means “to lift up and carry away.”





C.	This is not atonement.  Atonement “covers sins.”  Expiation takes away sins.





Illustrate atonement vs. expiation using marbles in a can.





D.	It is said that “in Him,” that is, “in Christ” there is no sin.  What does this mean?





1)	“in man” there is sin:  a) an old-sin-nature, b) Adam’s original sin, and c) personal sins.





2)	“in Christ” there is no sin:  a) He had no old-sin-nature, b) He did not receive the imputation of Adam’s sin, and c) He committed no personal sins.





6	Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. (KJV)





6	Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. (KJV)


6	No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. (NAS)


6	No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. (NIV)


6	So if we stay close to him, obedient to him, we won't be sinning either; but as for those who keep on sinning, they should realize this: They sin because they have never really known him or become his. (TLB)





Notes





 1.	Here is where the debate is maximized.  The debate regards whether this verse is contrasting a believer with an unbeliever or a spiritual Christian with a carnal Christian.





 2.	Those who teach this as a contrast between believer and unbeliever are among those who reject the teaching that the “sin unto death” is the final stage of divine discipline in the life of any carnal believer.  This group says that it is impossible to so stray from God that the one who strays never comes back to God.  In fact, they teach that if one strays from God they will always come back to God before they die.





I believe this position to be the result of an “imperfect induction,” namely an inductive conclusion that considers only those portions of Scripture that support the position while ignoring other passages that would result in a different conclusion.





 3.	In this debate, it should be clear that if the “sin unto death” is rejected as the final stage of divine discipline in the life of any carnal believer, the conclusion must be that this verse is a contrast between a believer and an unbeliever.  Why?  Because this position would conclude that it impossible for a believer to stray far enough from God that he would be subject to premature death via the “sin-unto-death.





 4.	Those who believe that the sin-unto-death is the final stage of divine discipline in the life of a carnal Christian understand this verse to be a contrast between a spiritual Christian and a carnal Christian.





 5.	I believe that the key to understanding this passage is the word “abiding.” The one who is “abiding” in Christ is the believer who is meeting all of the following conditions:





A.	the believer is saved.


B.	the believer is confessed up to date.


C.	the believer is yielded to God the Holy Spirit.


D.	the believer is consistently taking in the Word of God.


E.	the believer is applying all relevant truth to every one of his life situations.





 6.	This passage teaches that the believer who is abiding in Christ is not sinning while he is abiding.





 7.	This implies that if a believer continually abides in Christ he will continually NOT SIN.








(The remainder of this chapter and the remainder of this Book is a work in progress and will be posted when complete.)
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