1 PETER 2:1-25


(KJV, KJV, NAS, NIV, TLB)





1	Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, (KJV)





1	Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, (KJV)


1	Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, (NAS)


1	Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. (NIV)


1	So get rid of your feelings of hatred. Don't just pretend to be good! Be done with dishonesty and jealousy and talking about others behind their backs. (TLB)





Wherefore – takes us back to 1:23 wherein the new life has been imparted and from which new life Peter argues that God has placed upon our lives the demand for a new kind of experience.





laying aside – an imperatival participle meaning “put away once and for all”





Application:  Because divine life has been imparted to the believer, it is now imperative that the new believer “put away once and for all” any sins that be in his life.





The verb translated “laying aside” has a prepositional prefix that implies “separation.”





The believer is commanded to separate himself from sin.





The tense of this participle suggests that decision to separate from sin must be a once and for all.





The indication is that after salvation the believer must do an about face regarding the direction traveled in his pre-Christian life.





The recipients of this letter had been guilty of the following five sins:





all malice, this word refers to any kind of wickedness





and all guile, the verb form of this word means “to catch with bait;” the noun means “craftiness”





and hypocrisies, this word refers to a person “who assumes the mannerisms, speech, and character of someone else, thereby hiding his true identity.”





and envies, - it would not be wrong to understand this word as referring to “jealousy”





and all evil speakings, refers to the act of defaming, slandering, speaking against another





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	The Christian way of life commands separation from personal sins.





 2.	The Christian way of life demands that the believer live his life as though he were living in a glass house.





 3.	Everyone in your periphery should be able to read your life as though it were an open book.





 4.	This verse lists five sins from which every Christian should separate himself:  malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and speaking against another.








2	As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: (KJV)





2	As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: (KJV)


2	like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, (NAS)


2	Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, (NIV)


2	Now that you realize how kind the Lord has been to you, put away all evil, deception, envy, and fraud. Long to grow up into the fullness of your salvation; cry for this as a baby cries for his milk. (TLB)





As newborn babes, - Greek  brefoj  which indicates that the recipients of this letter have only recently become Christians.





desire – this word refers to an intense yearning for something





the sincere – this word translates the same Greek word that is translated “guile” in verse one, with the exception that this word begins with the “alpha privative,” which means that it is the exact opposite of the word as found in verse 1; hence, “guileless; unaldulterated”





milk of the word, - the word “milk” is not in contrast to “meat” as in Hebrews 5:13, 14; here, it refers to the Word of God in general.





that ye may grow thereby: - can be translated “in order that you might be nourished up”





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	If a believer is to intensely yearn for the Word of God he must meet the prerequisite, namely, once and for all putting sin out of his life.





 2.	If a believer is committing personal sins, these acts of sin will destroy the believer’s appetite for the Word of God.





 3.	The Christian who tries to find satisfaction in personal sins has no appetite for the Word of God.





 4.	The Christian whose life is filled with sin has no room for the Word of God.





 5.	This explains why so many of God’s children have so little love for the Word of God.





 6.	A spiritually healthy Christian is a hungry Christian.








3	If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. (KJV)





3	If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. (KJV)


3	if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. (NAS)


3	now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. (NIV)


3	Now that you realize how kind the Lord has been to you, put away all evil, deception, envy, and fraud. Long to grow up into the fullness of your salvation; cry for this as a baby cries for his milk. (TLB)





If – 1st class condition; “if, and it’s true”





so be ye have tasted – tasted what?  Tasted the Word of God.





that the Lord is – when the newborn babe in Christ tastes the Word of God, he reaches a conclusion about God.





gracious. – the same word is translated “better” in Luke 5:39.  The word literally means “excellent.”  The conclusion is that God is excellent.





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	To taste the Word of God the believer must avail himself of the teaching of the Word of God.





 2.	Tasting the Word of God implies understanding what you have tasted.





 3.	The 1st class condition assures us that the Word of God can be understood.





 4.	The advancing believer knows that God is excellent.








4	To whom coming [ not for salvation as a lost person, but a close and habitual approach and an intimate association made by faith when the believer realizes the presence of and seeks communion and fellowship with the Lord ], as unto [ “as unto” not in the Greek manuscript ] a [ no article emphasizing character or quality ] living stone [ Christ in character is a Living Stone ], disallowed [ see below * ] indeed of men [ namely Israel ], but chosen [ not a verb, but a noun:  “a chosen-out one; elect” ] of God [ literally, “in the sight of God the Father” ], and precious [ speaks of one being held in honor and as dear to another ], (KJV)





4	To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, (KJV)


4	And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, (NAS)


4	As you come to him, the living Stone-- rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- (NIV)


4	Come to Christ, who is the living Foundation of Rock upon which God builds; though men have spurned him, he is very precious to God who has chosen him above all others. (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





* The word “disallowed:”





1.	This word refers to the act of putting someone or something to the test for the purpose of approval.





2.	The act of testing is being carried to the point where no further testing is needed.





3.	The result of the testing is that you come to the settled conclusion that the one tested does not meet the requirements of the test and is therefore disapproved, repudiated.





Here’s the point:





1.	The Living Stone is the Person of God the Son become incarnate with the following indications:





A.	He lived for thirty-three years in the midst of Israel.





B.	He offered Himself as Messiah to Israel.





C.	He was examined by official Israel fir the purpose of approving Him as its Messiah.





D.	He was then repudiated because He was not what official Israel wanted in a Messiah.








5	Ye [ believers ] also, as lively stones [ the same word used for Christ ], are built up a spiritual house [ the church universal ], [ the preposition “to” precedes the next three words ] an holy priesthood, to offer up [ literally, “to carry up;” the brazen altar was four and one-half feet high and was approached by an incline up which the priest had to carry the sacrifice ] spiritual sacrifices [ acts of Christian priesthood into which the indwelling Spirit is leading ], acceptable [ literally, “to receive to one’s self with pleasure ] to God [ the Father, the Author of the plan ] by [ through ] Jesus Christ. (KJV)





5	Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up [ “to offer up” is used in the Septuagint to translate the Old testament act of a priest bearing the sacrifice up to the brazen altar ] spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. (KJV)


5	you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (NAS)


5	you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (NIV)


5	And now you have become living building-stones for God's use in building his house. What's more, you are his holy priests; so come to him-- [you who are acceptable to him because of Jesus Christ]-- and offer to God those things that please him. (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	Believers are living stones because Christ is a Living Stone and the life of the believer is Christ (a Christ-like life).





 2.	The church is an unlimited priesthood, that is, every Church Age believer is a priest.





 3.	The Church Age believer is to offer up spiritual sacrifices.





 4.	The believer priests altar is the altar of his yielded heart.





 5.	The Church Age believer’s spiritual sacrifices are the activities of Christian priesthood guided by the Holy Spirit communing with his human spirit.





 6.	Herein, lies the reason why the Church Age believer should do nothing from his Christian priesthood that is not prompted by the sevenfold ministry of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  (Christian A may think that something is be a great idea, a reasonable idea, a need that should be fulfilled, but if Christian B does not sense the leadership of the Holy Spirit in his life to assist Christian A, Christian B should refrain from assisting Christian A no matter how great the need, no matter how reasonable the idea, no matter what the need may be.)





 7.	God the Father is pleased with the SPIRITUAL life of the Christian.





 8.	He is pleased with the spiritual sacrifices of the Christian because He sees in them a reflection of the Lord Jesus Christ.








6	Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture[ Isaiah 28:6 ], Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone [ the Living Stone is also the Chief Cornerstone of both the temple and the church ], elect [ literally, a chosen out one ], precious [ one who is held in honor ]: and he that believeth on him [ Christ as the Living Stone and Chief Cornerstone ] shall not be confounded [ this word means “to be put to shame” in the sense of being defeated or deceived in some hope ]. (KJV)





6	Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. (KJV)


6	For {this} is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner {stone}, and he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed." (NAS)


6	For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." (NIV)


6	As the Scriptures express it, "See, I am sending Christ to be the carefully chosen, precious Cornerstone of my church, and I will never disappoint those who trust in him." (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	In builders language, Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone of the church.





 2.	Jesus was chosen by the Father to provide mankind with an expiation of sins.





 3.	Because of Who He is and what He did, Jesus is to be held in honor.





4.	Whoever believes in Christ will never be put to shame, that is, the believer’s hope will never be defeated nor will he be deceived regarding his hope.








7	Unto you [ anyone who will believe ] therefore which [ who ] believe [ in Christ ] he [ Christ ] is [ “he is” DNE ] precious [ the one held in honor ]: but [ conjunction of contrast, contrasting a believer's attitude toward Christ with an unbeliever’s attitude toward Christ ] unto them [ the unbeliever ] which be disobedient [ literally, disbelieving ], the stone [ Living Stone ] which the builders [ a reference to the spiritual leaders of Israel ] disallowed [ * see below #2 ], the same [ Jesus ] is made the head of the corner [ the Chief Cornerstone ], (KJV)





7	Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, (KJV)


7	This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner {stone,}" (NAS)


7	Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," (NIV)


7	Yes, he is very precious to you who believe; and to those who reject him, well-- "The same Stone that was rejected by the builders has become the Cornerstone, the most honored and important part of the building." (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	The point is this:  To those who believe in Christ, 





 2.	* The word “disallowed:”





A.	This word refers to the act of putting someone or something to the test for the purpose of approval.





B.	The act of testing is being carried to the point where no further testing is needed.





C.	The result of the testing is that you come to the settled conclusion that the one tested does not meet the requirements of the test and is therefore disapproved, repudiated.





 3.	Here again is the point:





A.	The Living Stone is the Person of God the Son become incarnate with the following indications:





1)	He lived for thirty-three years in the midst of Israel.





2)	He offered Himself as Messiah to Israel.





3)	He was examined by official Israel fir the purpose of approving Him as its Messiah.





4)	He was then repudiated because He was not what official Israel wanted in a Messiah.








8	And a stone [ Greek  liqoj  “a loose stone in the path” referring to Christ ] of stumbling [ Greek  proskommatoj  “to cut against” ][ together “stone of stumbling” means “an obstacle against which one strikes” ], and a rock [ Greek  petra  “a ledge rising out of the ground” referring to Christ ] of offence [ Greek  skandalou  “a trap set to trip one” ], even to them [ unbelievers ] which [ who ] stumble at the word [ Christ, the Word ], being disobedient [ the unbelievers are disobedient because they reject the Word ]: whereunto [ stumbling ] also they [ unbelievers ] were appointed [ to stumble as the penalty for rejecting the Word ]. (KJV)





8	And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. (KJV)


8	and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this {doom} they were also appointed. (NAS)


8	and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message -- which is also what they were destined for. (NIV)


8	And the Scriptures also say, "He is the Stone that some will stumble over, and the Rock that will make them fall." They will stumble because they will not listen to God's Word nor obey it, and so this punishment must follow-- that they will fall. (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	God the Father programmed the ROM chip of the computer of divine decrees with the following decree:  Spiritual stumbling will be the result of anyone who rejects Christ in unbelief.





 2.	Christ is a stumbling stone and an offensive rock.





 3.	Note that God does not cause the unbeliever to stumble or be offended.





 4.	The unbeliever chooses to stumble and chooses to be offended by rejecting Christ.








9	But ye [ emphatic “ye,” literally, “but as for you” in contrast with the disobedient persons in verse 8 ] are a chosen generation [ means “a race, a body with a common life and descent,” not a group of people living within the span of a lifetime ], a royal [ the Greek word for king ] priesthood, an holy [ means “set apart for the service of Deity—serving God ] nation [ the Greek word means “a multitude of people with the same nature ], a peculiar [ literally means “to make around,” that is, to make something and then surround it with a circle, thus indicating ownership ] people; that ye [ the Church Age believer ] should shew forth [ proclaim by means of spoken message ] the praises [ wonderful acts, excellencies, gracious dealings, glorious attributes ] of him [ accomplished by God the Father ] who hath called [ invited us through an invitation to accept the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ ] you [ we who were at one time spiritually lost ] out of darkness [ spiritual darkness ] into [ does not refer to “locality,” but refers to “being a participant in the light that God is in His nature ] his [ God the Father whose plan it is ] marvellous light [ we are made creatures of light, that is, creatures with a spiritual life ]: (KJV)





9	But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: (KJV)


9	But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for {God's} own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; (NAS)


9	But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (NIV)


9	But you are not like that, for you have been chosen by God himself-- you are priests of the King, you are holy and pure, you are God's very own-- all this so that you may show to others how God called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	The Levitical priests were only priests, but believers in the Church Age are “king-priests,” associated with the Lord Jesus Christ who is a priest after the order of Melchizedec, a king-priest.





 2.	Church Age believers are chosen by God because in eternity past the omniscience of God the Father saw the choice of every Church Age believer choosing Christ.





 3.	Because we chose Christ, God the Father chose us.





 4.	That the Church Age believer is chosen, implies that the unbeliever in the Church Age is not chosen.





 5.	Since the unbeliever does not choose Christ, God the Father cannot choose him.





 6.	The Church Age believer is royalty, that is spiritual royalty, because we are related to the King of kings.





 7.	As royal priests, each Church Age believer represents himself before the Lord.





 8.	As royal priests, we offer up spiritual sacrifices.





 9.	Since every Church Age believer is a royal priest, every Church Age believer is in full-time Christian service.





10.	While many Church Age believers may be peculiar in their own right, the word “peculiar,” as used here, refers to the fact that we are owned by God Himself.





11.	Each Church Age believer is God’s unique possession just as if the believer were the only human being in existence.





12.	The purpose for which we are owned by God:  to proclaim a message.





13.	The message:  the wonderful acts of God.





14.	Believers are believers because they have answered God’s call.





15.	The believer has been called from darkness to light.








10	Which [ who ] in time past [ pre-salvation ] were not a people [ “not a people” refers to “no relationship to God ], but are now [ post-salvation ] the people of God [ “people of God” refers to “have a relationship with God”]: which [ who ] had not obtained mercy [ prior to salvation ], but now [ at the moment of salvation ] have obtained mercy [ deserves hell, but receives heaven ]. (KJV)





10	Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. (KJV)


10	for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (NAS)


10	Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (NIV)


10	Once you were less than nothing; now you are God's own. Once you knew very little of God's kindness; now your very lives have been changed by it. (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	There is a great difference between the believer’s pre-salvation and post-salvation condition.





 2.	Before salvation, an individual is headed for hell; after salvation, the believer is headed for heaven.





 3.	Prior to salvation, the individual is not the recipient of mercy; after salvation, the believer is the recipient of mercy.





Note:  The next seven verses set forth information concerning the Christian’s daily walk among the unsaved.








11	Dearly beloved [ one plural Greek word; refers to God’s divine love demonstrated toward His blood-bought children, namely, all who are saved ], I [ Peter ] beseech [ exhort, urge, beg ] you [ who are saved ] as strangers [ one who has his home alongside of, a sojourner; you are unlike your neighbor ] and pilgrims [ refers to settling down alongside of unbelievers ], abstain [ means “to constantly holding yourself back from” something, here, fleshly lusts; abstain? why? because you are living in the midst of unbelievers ] from fleshly lusts [ the evil cravings of the old-sin-nature that resides in every cell of the Christian’s body ] , which [ qualitative:  “which evil cravings are of such a nature as to ] war [ carry on a military campaign ] against [ root meaning:  down ] the soul [ the real you--your self-consciousness, your mentality, your volition, your emotions, and your conscience ]; (KJV)





11	Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; (KJV)


11	Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul. (NAS)


11	Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. (NIV)


11	Dear brothers, you are only visitors here. Since your real home is in heaven, I beg you to keep away from the evil pleasures of this world; they are not for you, for they fight against your very souls. (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	The following is assumed in this verse:





A.	You are a blood-bought (saved) child of God.





B.	You live among the unsaved.  (You live in the world, don’t you?)





 2.	We are reminded that we are the objects of God’s love as indicated by the price that Jesus paid for our salvation. 





 3.	The words “strangers” and “pilgrims” describe the Christian’s position in this world:





A.	As “pilgrims,” we have made our home alongside the unsaved and settled in among them.





B.	As “strangers,” we are different from the unsaved.





 4.	We are to abstain from “fleshly lusts” because we are Christians living among the unsaved.





 5.	Christians have a lifestyle to maintain and a gospel message to give.





 6.	This verse makes it clear that while the power of our old-sin-nature was broken on the cross, it is still present with us with its pull toward sin.





 7.	Christians are to hold themselves back from doing the pre-salvation things that came naturally from our old-sin-nature.





 8.	As a Christian, you are only fooling yourself if you indicate that after your salvation you do not still possess evil cravings for your pre-salvation lifestyle.  (You still have your old-sin-nature.)





 9.	As long as we have an old-sin-nature, there will always be a war going on inside the believer’s soul.








12	Having [ durative in nature:  refers to a steady living up to a prescribed standard ] your [ the born-again Christian ] conversation [ refers to your manner of life ] honest [ this word speaks of goodness which is beautiful, an outer goodness that strikes the eye: comely, seemly ] among the Gentiles [ not Gentiles as opposed to Jews, but refers to the unsaved world, the world of people without Christ ]: that [ in order that ], whereas [ literally, “in what thing,” a reference to one’s Christian life ] they [ unbelievers ] speak against [ refers to adverse criticism of the believer ] you [ born-again Christian ] as evildoers [ here, Christians who fail to live up to God’s standard for Christian lifestyle ], they [ unbelievers ] may by your [ born-again Christian ] good works [ acts of Christian service ], which [ good works ] they [ unbelievers ] shall behold [ means to view carefully as a personal witness ], glorify God [ the unbeliever now saved and glorifying God because they viewed both your Christlike life and your Christian service and thereby desired the same salvation that you possess ] in the day of visitation [ “the day of looking upon,” and refers to the day when the unbeliever is visited by the grace and mercy of God and God becomes the overlooker or bishop of their souls ]. (KJV)





12	Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. (KJV)


12	Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe {them,} glorify God in the day of visitation. (NAS)


12	Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (NIV)


12	Be careful how you behave among your unsaved neighbors; for then, even if they are suspicious of you and talk against you, they will end up praising God for your good works when Christ returns. (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





having your conversation honest among the Gentiles





 1.	There is a unique Christian lifestyle.





 2.	The word “constant” defines the Christian Way of Life.





 3.	The word “beautiful” also defines the Christian Way of Life.





 4.	“Beautiful” should describe the Christian life as observed by unbelievers.





whereas they speak against you as evildoers





 1.	Here, an “evildoer” is a Christian whose lifestyle is not equivalent to THE Christian lifestyle.





 2.	Unbelievers criticize certain unbelievers.





 3.	Unbelievers criticize the believer whose lifestyle is not equivalent to THE Christian lifestyle.





that . . . they may by your good works glorify God





 1.	The unbeliever glorifies God by becoming saved.





 2.	The good works and beautiful lifestyle of the Christian is the tool by which God convinces the unbeliever to become saved.





 3.	This is a positive matter of one person wanting what another person has.





 4.	Here, good works is Christian service carried out by the Christian who is living the Christian lifestyle.





 5.	Formula:  CS + CL = GW





Christian service + Christian lifestyle = good works





which they shall behold





 1.	“behold” indicates that unbelievers carefully watch the beliver’s lifestyle and service.





glorify God in the day of visitation





 1.	The unbeliever glorifies God by becoming saved.





 2.	God visits the unbeliever at the time of salvation.





The next two verses need to be studied together.





13	Submit yourselves [ 2pp. a.p.imp. hupotasso:  a military term that means “to arrange in military fashion under the command of a leader;” to put yourselves in the attitude of submission to ] to every ordinance of man ] “every ordinance of man” refers to the laws of human institutions, for example, the laws of the land ] for the Lord's sake [ refers to “their testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ” ]: whether it be to the king [ a person to whose authority the believer should submit ], as supreme [ refers to the level of authority toward which the believer is to submit, namely, the highest authority in the land ]; (KJV)





13	Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; (KJV)


13	Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, (NAS)


13	Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, (NIV)


13	For the Lord's sake, obey every law of your government: those of the king as head of the state, (TLB)





14	Or unto governors [ refers to a lesser level of authority, yet one who was sent out by the king ], as unto them [ governors ] that are sent by him [ sent by the king with the king’s authority ] for [ introduces the purpose for which the governor has been sent ] the punishment [ discipline for wrongdoing ] of evildoers [ anyone who violates the king’s rules, standards, policies ], and for [ continues the purpose for which the governor has been sent ]the praise [ honor, commendation ] of them that do well [ them who obey the king’s rules, standards, policies ]. (KJV)





14	Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. (KJV)


14	or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. (NAS)


14	or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. (NIV)


14	and those of the king's officers, for he has sent them to punish all who do wrong, and to honor those who do right. (TLB)





 1.	Christians should submit themselves to the laws of human institutions:  





 2. .Read the NAS, NIV, TLB versions of verses 13/14.





 3.	Note the word “every” [ paj ] in each version.





 4.	Now, the reason for submission:  “for the Lord’s sake.”  Your lifestyle and service honor Christ.





 5.	Kings and governors represent all levels of human authority.





 6.	Kings represent the highest level of authority.





 7.	Governors sent by kings represent delegated authority.





 8.	If you make an issue out of unjust rules or rulers, talk to Christ about the cross.





For years I have listened to the rationalizations of fundamentalist Christian pastors and fundamentalist Christians who have rationalized away the need to submit one’s self as a Christian to unjust rulers and unjust laws, and especially tyrannical rulers and laws that destroy personal freedom.





Herein, that is, in this verse is a command, the very nature of which is a command to volitionally submit one’s self to “every ordinance” of man.  He didn’t say Christian ordinance. He didn’t say American ordinance.  He didn’t say fair ordinance.  He didn’t say “ordinances that YOU believe in.”  He didn’t say “non-communist ordinances.”  He didn’t say “non-Jewish ordinances.”  He didn’t say “non-governmental ordinances.”





He didn’t say “every ordinances of man” but it’s okay to ignore those laws and rulers that you believe are unjust.





He didn’t say, “Ignore OSHA.”  He didn’t say, “Ignore the IRS.”  He didn’t say, “Ignore speed laws.  He didn’t say, “Ignore seat laws, helmet laws, or any other law of the land.”





What He did say is this:  “Submit yourselves to EVERY ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well,” and any attempt to justify the ignoring of ANY law, just or unjust,  is to rationalize away and to violate a very clear command of God.





Notice, brethren, what I have not said.  I have not said that Christians cannot SPEAK OUT against tyrannical rulers or unjust laws as long as those who speak out CONTINUE TO SUBMIT to every ordinance of man while he is standing in opposition.





Notice, brethren, what I have not said.  I have not ruled out REVOLUTION, but never revolution as a first resort or even an interim resort.  If revolution is deemed necessary by a people beleaguered by the tyranny of unjust rulers and unjust laws, the revolution must be a FINAL resort.  Was that not the wisdom of the early fathers of this country.





Listen to our Declaration of Independence:





. . . When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.





We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.





Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.





But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.





Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain [George III] is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. . . .





Revolution, brethren is a last resort, not a first resort, or even an interim resort, and until revolution is deemed to be the will of God for any nation, the Christian constituents of that nation are commanded to “Submit yourselves to EVERY ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well,”





 9.	People who break rules are to be punished.





10.	People who obey rules are to be praised.





11.	Let me focus on the phrase “for the Lord’s sake.”





“For the Lord’s sake.”  There it is.  The very reason for the COMMAND of verse 13:  “Submit yourselves to EVERY ordinance of man . . .” We are to submit to every ordinance of man “for the Lord’s sake.”  And why for the Lord’s sake?  So that His teachings will not be discredited, and so as to not bring persecution upon His church.





At the time that Peter wrote this letter, Peter was writing to the church to submit to Nero and his provincial governors because ignorant and foolish men were beginning to misrepresent the Christian Church as a kind of Internationalist or Socialist conspiracy.





15	For so is the will of God [ the will of God is that we submit to the authority spoken of in verses 13 and 14 ], that [ introduces the reason for which we as believers should submit to legitimate authority ] with well doing [ a reference to submission to authority ] ye [ born-again Christians ] may put to silence [ “put to silence” means “to close the mouth with a muzzle;” it means “to reduce to silence” ] the ignorance [ refers to “a want of knowledge, a want of understanding” ] of foolish men [ “foolish men” are persons who “lack reason, reflection, and intelligence” ]: (KJV)





15	For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: (KJV)


15	For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. (NAS)


15	For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. (NIV)


15	It is God's will that your good lives should silence those who foolishly condemn the Gospel without knowing what it can do for them, having never experienced its power. (TLB)





Thoughts Generated by This Verse





 1.	Let’s look at the concept “the will of God.”





A.	It is directive:  God has a plan for our lives.  Man has the free will to be in or out of the plan of God.  God has meaning and purpose for our lives.





B.	It is determinative:  God has permitted non-meritorious volition to bring us to the place of blessing or cursing.  God never tries to tamper with free will.





C.	It is permissive:  Negative volition to Bible doctrine is permitted by divine justice, which provides discipline as an alternative in time only.





D.	It is preventative:  It proves the laws of divine establishment, Bible doctrine, the royal family honor code, divine discipline, and preventative suffering to keep human volition and self-determination inside the will of God.
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