Numbers 20:1-29





Theme:  At Kadesh again (after 37 years); the seventh murmuring; water from rock, disobedience of Moses; Edom refuses Israel passage through their land; death of Aaron.





Introduction:





Chapters 14-20 is the section of the Book of Numbers that deals with Israel’s forty years in the wilderness.  Considering the size of the Book of Numbers (36 chapters), seven chapters covering a forty-year span does not give much time to Israel’s wanderings—and there’s a valid reason.  When Israel is outside the will of God for her life, God doesn’t have much to say about her.





The same thing is true about born-again Christians.  When any Christian is outside the will of God for his/her life, there’s not much that God has to say about him/her.  In fact, the Christian who is out of the will of God for his/her life is a hindrance to momentum of God’s plan for the church.  When the believer is out of fellowship with God, the function of that Christian’s spiritual gift becomes useless to the church and to God, and when the Christian is in a “useless-mode,” there’  not much to report on that individual just like God had little to say about Israel during her 40 years in the wilderness.





Chapter 20 begins with the death of Miriam and closes with the death of Aaron.  Between these two deaths, we read about the sin of Moses and the sin of Edom.  Sounds like a great chapter, right!





On to verse 1.





At Kadesh Again after 37 years





1	The people of Israel arrived in the wilderness of Zin in April and camped at Kadesh, where Miriam died and was buried. 





My Notes





Miriam died.  That’s it!  No eulogy; no sermon; no music; no days of mourning.  Miriam died and was buried.  That’s it!





Israel is not back at a place called Kadesh.  They had been at this same location 38 years prior to this, and now they are back again.  They have spent 38 years wandering. They had been on the move, but went no where.  They hadn’t advanced an inch.





Many Christians are in this same boat.  The Promised Land of Christian maturity is the goal to be reached, but due to wanderings in the wilderness of this life, they’ve been on the move, but have gone no where.





Principle:  Just because you’re on the go doesn’t mean you’re going anywhere.


�
Principle:  Just because you’re busy doesn’t mean you’re getting anything done.





The Seventh Murmuring





2	There was not enough water to drink at that place, so the people again rebelled against Moses and Aaron. A great mob formed, 


3	and they held a protest meeting. "Would that we too had died with our dear brothers the Lord killed!" they shouted at Moses. 





My Notes





You don’t really think they were serious about wanting to die, do you?  Of course they weren’t serious.  This is just idle talk of someone (or a group of people) who are complaining, whining, murmuring, meribahing.  The problem:  no water.





Principle:  People who complain sometimes accompany their whining with foolish statements.





If you don’t understand this, you will get caught up in a whiner’s foolish statement and spend a lifetime trying to prevent what was never intended, and all you have done is waste your precious time giving that person what they wanted in the first place—attention.  They certainly didn’t want the truth.  They wanted your time and attention.





Why do people whine, complain, meribah?  They do so to gain CONTROL.  Whiners seek to control by whining.  By whining, they think that they can get what they want—and often do, and the person who caves-in to them is called an “enabler.”





Whining about life’s circumstances is a spiritual dysfunction, and an enabler is a person who allows the whiner to manipulate them to get what they want.  The enabler refuses to make the whiner focus on his/her problem, therefore, the whiner is enabled to find new justification to continue his problem.





As a Christian, DO NOT BECOME AN ENABLER! 





Principle:  Enabling is as dysfunctional as complaining.





Listen to them complain.





4	"You have deliberately brought us into this wilderness to get rid of us, along with our flocks and herds. 


5	Why did you ever make us leave Egypt and bring us here to this evil place? Where is the fertile land of wonderful crops-- the figs, vines, and pomegranates you told us about? Why, there isn't even water enough to drink!" 





My Notes





(Dialogue between an Israelite and a passer-by)





Passer-by:  Hey, friend.  I haven’t seen your mom and dad for a while. Where are they?





Israelite:  Well, they’re dead.





Passer-by:  Dead?  What happened?





Israelite:  Well, they died the sin unto dead for complaining against Moses, Aaron, and God.





Passer-by:  Really?  Well what’s that I hear you doing?





Israelite:  Well, I hadn’t given much thought to it, but I guess you’d say we’re complaining about Moses, Aaron, and God’s lack of provision.





Passer-by:  How long do you think it’s going to take before you folks get the picture?





One of life’s deepest questions:  How long do you think it’s going to take before the human race gets the picture?





Another one of life’s deepest questions:  Do you think that the human race will ever get the picture.





Principle:  Some will get the picture if the masses never get the picture.





6	Moses and Aaron turned away and went to the entrance of the Tabernacle, where they fell face downward before the Lord; and the glory of Jehovah appeared to them. 





My Notes





Uh-oh!  More bad news.  Here He (God) is again!





(More dialogue) Why is it every time we have a “little complaint” He has to show up?





Question:  Have you ever heard that before?





Water from the Rock, and the Disobedience of Moses





7	And he said to Moses, 


8	"Get Aaron's rod; then you and Aaron must summon the people. As they watch, speak to that rock over there and tell it to pour out its water! You will give them water from a rock, enough for all the people and all their cattle!" 











My Notes





First, Aaron’s rod is Aaron’s rod that budded in Numbers 17.





To understand this verse we must first read Exodus 17:1-7.





Exodus 17:1-7


1	Now, at God's command, the people of Israel left the Sihn desert, going by easy stages to Rephidim. But upon arrival, there was no water! 


2	So once more the people growled and complained to Moses. "Give us water!" they wailed. "Quiet!" Moses commanded. "Are you trying to test God's patience with you?" 


3	But, tormented by thirst, they cried out, "Why did you ever take us out of Egypt? Why did you bring us here to die, with our children and cattle too?" 


4	Then Moses pleaded with Jehovah. "What shall I do? For they are almost ready to stone me." 


5	Then Jehovah said to Moses, "Take the elders of Israel with you and lead the people out to Mt. Horeb. I will meet you there at the rock.  Strike it with your rod-- the same one you struck the Nile with-- and water will come pouring out, enough for everyone!" Moses did as he was told, and the water gushed out! 


5	Then Jehovah said to Moses, "Take the elders of Israel with you and lead the people out to Mt. Horeb. I will meet you there at the rock. Strike it with your rod-- the same one you struck the Nile with-- and water will come pouring out, enough for everyone!" Moses did as he was told, and the water gushed out! 


7	Moses named the place Massah (meaning "tempting Jehovah to slay us"), and sometimes they referred to it as Meribah (meaning "argument" and "strife!")-- for it was there that the people of Israel argued against God and tempted him to slay them by saying, "Is Jehovah going to take care of us or not?" (TLB)





Picture this “rock” as Jesus.


Picture “smiting the rock” as the crucifixion of Jesus.


Picture the water coming forth from the rock as the “water of life” available to all because Jesus was crucified for the sins of the world.





Now, go back to Numbers 20:7-8.





In Exodus 17, the rock was “struck.”  In Numbers 20, the rock is to be “spoken to,” and the reason is that if the figure is going to be accurate, the rock, representing Jesus Christ from whom the water of life will spring forth, can only be smitten ONE time because Jesus Christ can only be smitten one time for the sins of the world, not twice or even multiple occasions.





Just be obedient Moses!





9	So Moses did as instructed. He took the rod from the place where it was kept before the Lord; 





My Notes





“So Moses did as instructed.”  My first thought was, “Well, isn’t that a twist?”  Someone did as they were instructed.





Again, the rod is Aaron’s rod that budded confirming the leadership of Moses and Aaron as having been divinely appointed.





10	then Moses and Aaron summoned the people to come and gather at the rock; and he said to them, "Listen, you rebels! Must we bring you water from this rock?" 





My Notes





Moses is about to make the greatest mistake of his life. Note several things about this verse:





First, remember that the rock represents Jesus.





Second, God did not say, “Rebuke the people.”  He said, “ . . . speak to the rock . . .”





Third, Moses couldn’t bring water from the rock if he wanted to.  We are to do what God tells us, and He will do the work.





11	Then Moses lifted the rod and struck the rock twice, and water gushed out; and the people and their cattle drank. 





My Notes





Strike the rock twice?  Why strike the rock at all.  Moses was told to strike the rock at all.  Get the picture Moses.  Speak to the rock.  Don’t strike it.





Remember that the rock represents Christ (1 Corinthians 10:1-4)





1 Corinthians 10:1-4


1	Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 


2	And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 


3	And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 


4	And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. (KJV)





Here’s a great demonstration of the grace of God.  In spite of Moses’ disobedience, God provide water for the people.





12	But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe me and did not sanctify me in the eyes of the people of Israel, you shall not bring them into the land I have promised them!" 





My Notes





What a tragedy!  Moses disobeys God, and God determines that Moses and Aaron will not enter the Promised Land. This is the severity of judgment for disobedience to God.





The Promised Land represents Christian maturity, not heaven.





Learn this lesson:  You can’t enter the Promised Land of Christian maturity while walking in disobedience.





13	This place was named Meribah (meaning "Rebel Waters"), because it was where the people of Israel fought against Jehovah, and where he showed himself to be holy before them.





My Notes





The children of Israel complained so much that God the location of their complaining “Rebel Waters.”





Note that complaining against God’s plan for your life is referred to as “fighting against Jehovah.”





Had you ever considered the fact that your complaints about your circumstances of life are tantamount to “fighting against God?





Edom Refuses Israel Passage through Their Land





14	While Moses was at Kadesh he sent messengers to the king of Edom: "We are the descendants of your brother, Israel," he declared. "You know our sad history, 


15	how our ancestors went down to visit Egypt and stayed there so long, and became slaves of the Egyptians. 


16	But when we cried to the Lord he heard us and sent an Angel who brought us out of Egypt, and now we are here at Kadesh, encamped on the borders of your land. 


17	Please let us pass through your country. We will be careful not to go through your planted fields, nor through your vineyards; we won't even drink water from your wells, but will stay on the main road and not leave it until we have crossed your border on the other side." 





My Notes





Moses gives Edom a history lesson and shows Edom that Israel and Edom are brothers.  He then requests permission to cross their land.  The history showed relationship and the request was made kindly.





18	But the king of Edom said, "Stay out! If you attempt to enter my land, I will meet you with an army!"





My Notes





Edom has just sinned for not allowing Israel to cross their land.





19	"But, sir," protested the Israeli ambassadors, "we will stay on the main road and will not even drink your water unless we pay whatever you demand for it. We only want to pass through and nothing else."





My Notes





Israel has just made its second request to cross the land of Edom.





20	But the king of Edom was adamant. "Stay out!" he warned, and, mobilizing his army, he marched to the frontier with a great force. 


21	Because Edom refused to allow Israel to pass through their country, 


22	Israel turned back and journeyed from Kadesh to Mount Hor.





My Notes





Israel had to take the long way around.  Had Moses been following the cloud, he would not have this traveling problem.





The Death of Aaron





23	Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron at the border of the land of Edom, 


24	"The time has come for Aaron to die-- for he shall not enter the land I have given the people of Israel, for the two of you rebelled against my instructions concerning the water at Meribah.





My Notes





God is fulfilling His promise.  Aaron will not enter the Promised Land because he and Moses had been disobedient.  This is a sad day in the life of Aaron, but nevertheless a reality.





Aaron typifies many Christians, today.  Like Aaron, they wander in the wilderness of life for many years and never taste the milk and honey blessings associated with Christian maturity because of unbelief.





25	Now take Aaron and his son Eleazar and lead them up onto Mount Hor. 


26	There you shall remove Aaron's priestly garments from him and put them on Eleazar his son; and Aaron shall die there." 


27	So Moses did as the Lord commanded him. The three of them went up together into Mount Hor as all the people watched. 


28	When they reached the summit, Moses removed the priestly garments from Aaron and put them on his son Eleazar; and Aaron died on the top of the mountain. Moses and Eleazar returned, 


29	and when the people were informed of Aaron's death, they mourned for him for thirty days. (TLB)





My Notes





Aaron dies and his son becomes the new high priest.





Jesus is our High Priest, but He will never die.  With Christ as our High Priest, there will never be a change of command.





Israel has now finished their wilderness wanderings and God is preparing to bring them into the Promised Land.


God has a Promised Land into which He wants to bring us also.  It’s te Promised Land of Christian maturity.





Now, on to chapter 21.
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