DIFFICULT PASSAGE # 1








Matthew 24:13





Matthew 24:13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.





Difficulty





Does this verse teach that once a person becomes a Christian that person cannot be assured of his/her salvation unless he/she lives the Christian way of life right up until the moment that he/she dies.





Erroneous Conclusion





The erroneous conclusion is that this passage teaches that once a person becomes a Christian that person cannot be assured of his/her salvation unless he/she lives the Christian way of life right up until the moment that he/she dies.





Key Word/Phrases





"endure to the end" 





"shall be saved" 








Context





Matthew 24:1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to [him] for to shew him the buildings of the temple.





Matthew 24:2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.





Matthew 24:3  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?





Matthew 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.





Matthew 24:5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.





Matthew 24:6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all [these things] must come to pass, but the end is not yet.





Matthew 24:7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.





Matthew 24:8 All these [are] the beginning of sorrows.





Matthew 24:9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.





Matthew 24:10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.





Matthew 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.





Matthew 24:12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.





Matthew 24:13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.





Things That Must Be Understood for a Proper Interpretation





 1.	The dispensational perspective of the passage.





 2.	The meaning of "endure to the end."





	What is the meaning of this phrase?  





	Endure to the end "of what?"





 3.	The meaning of "shall be saved."





	What is the meaning of "saved?"





	Is this spiritual deliverance or physical deliverance?





The Dispensational Perspective of the Passage.





 1.	The context of this passage is known as the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25).





 2.	The Olivet Discourse is a private conversation between Jesus and His twelve disciples (Mt. 24:3)





 3.	The disciples asked Jesus three questions in Matthew 24:3,  "Tell us, . . ."





	a.	"when shall these things be?" i.e., those things of which Jesus spoke in verse 2.





	b.	"and what [shall be] the sign of thy coming?" i.e., His second coming, not the rapture.





c.	"and of the end of the world [age]?" i.e., the end of the Age of Israel, namely the Tribulation period.





 4.	The Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25) is given entirely to answering these three questions.





The Meaning of "endure to the end"





 1.	What is the meaning of this phrase?  





	Endure to the end "of what?"





 2.	The phrase "endure to the end" means "to remain alive during the Tribulation so as to be alive on planet earth at the second advent having survived the Campaign of Armageddon.





 3.	This passage has no application during the Church Age and it has absolutely no application to any Christian.





The Meaning of "shall be saved"





 1.	What is the meaning of "shall be saved?"





	Is this spiritual deliverance or physical deliverance?





 2.	The Greek word for saved is  swzw   which means . . .(Arndt & Gingrich, p. 806-807)





	A.	To rescue from natural dangers and afflictions.





	B.	To save or preserve from eternal death.





 3.	In this passage, Jesus is talking about physical deliverance during the Tribulation; therefore, the use of the word  swzw  is consistent with (2A) directly above.





Conclusion





Believers during the Tribulation who survive the holocaust of the Campaign of Armageddon will be received into the millennial kingdom in a physical body.


