Church Age Principles of Giving





Introduction:  The following principles of giving are presented, here, not as principles of giving that are extracted from Numbers 7, but simply because “giving” is an issue in Numbers 7.  I have, therefore, taken the liberty, sometimes humorously referred to as “ministerial license,” to present Church Age principles of giving for your study in association with Numbers 7.





Principle:  Only believers have the right to give.


Principle:  No local church should knowingly receive money from an unbeliever.


Principle: Unbelievers should be cautioned not to give money to the church because there is no spiritual value in their giving and giving could give them a false sense of security with God.  


Principle:  All grace giving is with no strings attached.


Principle:  Giving any amount to the church does not authorize the donor to dictate church policy.


Principle:  Because a Christian gives to the church does not authorize the donor to control the Pastor.


Principle:  A Christian with money is not a self-made man.  He is a product of grace.  God has permitted the believer to have the finances, and God can remove them at any time.


Principle:  Everything a Christian has is a grace provision of God.


Principle:  Poverty + God’s provision + giving God’s provision away = poverty.


Principle:  A poor man is poor because he has insufficient financial resources to meet his basic needs.


Principle:  God does not require any Christian to give when the pressure comes from the preacher, the evangelist, or any other human being.


Principle:  God never requires the Christian to give under pressure when the pressure comes from a misrepresentation of truth.


Principle:  Christians should never give a cent to anything if being pressured by anyone other than the Holy Spirit, and the Pastor, or the preacher, or the evangelist, or any other Christian worker are not the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, the Christian can freely reject any pressure to give when the pressure comes from a human being, even when the human being claims to be “a man or woman of God.”


Principle:  Only truth gives the capacity for inner happiness.


Principle:  If happiness is not based on truth, tomorrow, you will hate the thing that makes you happy today.


Principle:  The thing that makes you happy today will make you miserable tomorrow if your happiness is not based on truth.


Principle:  Mental attitude is more basic in Christian giving than is the amount given.


Principle:  Never give under pressure because you have nothing to give.


Principle:  Never give if you have to rob Peter to pay Paul.


Principle:  If you don’t have anything to give, don’t give.


Principle:  If God the Holy Spirit does not motivate you to give, don’t give.


Principle:  If you decide to give, it is your responsibility to determine the amount, and you shouldn’t allow anyone else to determine the amount for you.


Principle:  No believer is ever blessed by giving more that someone else.  


Principle:  No Pastor, or any other Christian leader, has any right to tell any Christian how much to give, or when to give.


Principle:  If an offering is being received, and you, as a Christian, have nothing to give, God does not require that you give, so don’t allow any human being put you on a guilt trip that will pressure you to give what you don’t have.


Principle:  This is the poor ministering to the poor, but remember, brethren, a poor man can’t give what he doesn’t have, and a poor man shouldn’t give what he has that’s designated for his own survival.


Remember this principle:


Poverty + God’s provision + giving God’s provision away = poverty.


Principle:  Christian giving is a privilege associated with grace.


Principle:  Legalistic giving is associated with coercion, intimidation, and other forms of pressure unjustly forced upon well-meaning Christians who lack adequate understanding of God’s Word.


Principle:  If Paul knew that the Macedonian Christians were poor and didn’t expect them to contribute to his offering, why should I as a modern day Pastor expect the poor of my church to give to the offerings of the church that I pastor.


Principle:  The church that receives money from unbelievers deceives the unbeliever by allowing him to believe that his spiritual condition is improved because he has given money to God through the church.


Principle:  Soul giving must precede money giving.


Principle:  Christian giving is soul activity which extends itself into money giving, but the money and the amount are not important.  It’s the condition of the soul that counts, and when the condition of the soul is right, the amount will take care of itself.


Principle:  There is no spiritual benefit gained by the believer who gives under emotional pressure.


Principle:  While it is the design of God for the Christian to give money to the church, there is a definite sequence in giving--first, yourself, then your money.


Principle:  Special offerings are legitimate.


Principle:  It is legitimate to receive a special offering over an extended period of time.


Principle:  To start an offering, and stop an offering, and start it again is not inconsistent with God’s Word.


Principle:  Law giving establishes the amount for a person to give.


Principle:  Grace allows the giver to determine the amount.


Principle:  Grace is always the means by which Christians are to give--never by law.


Principle:  Under law giving. the amount is determined by someone other than the donor.


Principle:  Under grace, the amount is determined by the donor.


Principle:  God’s plan for Christian giving is grace, not law.


Principle:  God requires consistency from our Christian lives.


Principle:  Some Christians start fast, but are not around at the finish line.


Principle:   When the Christian encounters possibilities in life, God wants us to turn those possibilities into realities.


Principle:  Christian giving is an extension of a stabilized life.


Principle:  You don’t have to pressure stable Christians to give.


Principle:  If what stable Christians give is not what the Pastor wants them to give, it’s the Pastor’s vision that’s out of line, and not the Christian giving that’s out of line.


Principle:  Christian giving is an extension of the consistent learning of God’s Word.


Principle:  God does not and can not bless the Law-giver.  God blesses that which is given by grace, and under grace, the believer determines when, where, and how much to give.


Principle:  The size of an offering does not necessarily indicate that the givers are spiritual.  It may just indicate the amount of pressure and guilt the preacher has dumped on his congregation.


Principle:  As goes the teaching of God’s Word, so goes the giving.


Principle:  Giving should never be forced upon Christians.


Principle:  Christians should never be pushed into giving.


Principle:  Christian giving should be the result of yieldedness to the Holy Spirit, learning the Word of God, and applying the Word of God.


Principle:  Giving depends on grace orientation.


Principle:  Grace orientation depends on a knowledge of the Word of God.


Principle:  The desire to give stays with the spiritual believer whether the spiritual believer is able to give or not.


Principle:  Desire is a strong motivation in giving.


Principle:  It is easier for people to do what they desire to do.


Principle:  People find it difficult to do what they do not desire to do.


Principle:  Sometimes people want to do something, but never get around to it.


Principle:  Brethren, you can’t give what you do not have!


something.


Principle:  Life is a spiritual battle, so don’t expect your circumstances to always remain the same.


Principle:  God does not always provide in every local church everything needed for that church to function.


Principle:  God frequently provides for one church’s need by providing the supply to another church, just to test the sincerity of that church’s love by watching to see if the local church with the supply will give their supply to the church in need.


Principle:  Christianity demands team work among its churches.


Principle:  One Christian’s gain is another Christian’s supply.


Principle:  One Christian’s lack is another Christian’ opportunity to meet a need.


Principle:  If you have more than you need of anything, you should be alert to the need of another Christian.  It’s possible that you can meet his need with your oversupply.


Principle:  God gives on the basis of equality in giving, that is, I have a need, you have a need; I share with you, and you share with me.


Principle:  Even though we as Christians know what is about to be said, there are times when we need to hear the same thing again!


Principle:  The results of giving to God are GREATER than the results of spending on yourself.


Principle:  Just because the results of giving to God are greater than the results of spending on yourself, it is not wrong to first spend on your own personal needs.


Principle:  Fruit does not produce righteousness.  Righteousness produces fruit.


Principle:  When an offering is distributed to spiritual people with physical needs, their physical needs are met.


Principle:  When spiritual people’s needs are met through a grace offering, those people overflow with thanks to God.


GIVING PRINCIPLES





� PAGE �4�











