PROVERBS 11:9








11:9	With {his} mouth the godless man destroys his neighbor, but through knowledge the righteous will be delivered. (NAS)





11:9	An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered. (KJV)


11:9	With his mouth the godless destroys his neighbor, but through knowledge the righteous escape. (NIV)


11:9	Evil words destroy; godly skill rebuilds. (TLB)





hp#B=   	With his mouth





This is a reference to smooth words that come from the mouth of a wicked person.





These words are smooth words intended to mask this wicked speaker's intent to destroy the person who is the object this smooth talk.





[n}j *  	an hypocrite





The three Greek versions, that is, of Aquila, Theodotian, and Symmachus, translate this Hebrew word by u(pokrithj  which means "hypocrite;" however, in ancient Hebrew, the word means "a person who is determined to do evil."





Here's the issue:  This is a wicked person whose purpose it is to destroy another person by masking his intent with smooth words from his mouth.





Application:  A man will destroy a woman's spiritual life by telling her things that she wants to hear while his real intent is to destroy her.





Application:  This is telling you nice things with the intent of setting you up for the kill.





tj!v=y~  	destroyeth





Whu@r@  	his neighbor,





This is any person who is a target for destruction by the a wicked person who is masking his/her purpose by using smooth words to cover up his/her destructive purpose.





Application:  If you are a spiritual man or woman, it is likely that you will be the target of some wicked person.





tu^d^b=W  	but through knowledge





What is this knowledge?





It is that kind of knowledge that knows when the words of another person are simply covering up his/her purpose to destroy you.





<yq!yD]x^ ^ 	the just





This word refers to the believer who is living in accordance with the plan of God.





In the Christian way of life, this is the born-again Christian who is yielded to God the Holy Spirit and applying all of the truth that he/she knows.





This word refers to an "experiential righteousness" person.





.Wxl@j*y}  	shall be delivered.





The question, here, is "delivered" from what?





Answer:  The experientially righteous believer is delivered from the destructive purpose of the wicked man whose words mask his destructive purpose.





What Do We Learn from This Verse





 1.	Principle:  If you choose to do evil you enter a path that is far removed from that which is right.





 2.	Naïve people are extremely vulnerable to this type of destruction.





 3.	Women are extremely vulnerable to this type of destruction.





 4.	This passage is very clear.  The more advanced the Christian is in the Christian way of life, the greater the capacity to avoid destruction from smooth words bent on masking an evil purpose to destroy you.





 5.	God has provided divine protection from this type of wicked activity.





 6.	If you are not advancing in the Christian way of life, you are vulnerable to destruction.





 7.	The worst thing that can happen to a Christian is to have his spiritual life destroyed.


